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INTEKNATLONAL AFFALRS 


INCREASED MARXIST STUDIES IN WESTERN COUNTRIES DISCUSSED 
HK160614 Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 23 Sep 80 p 3 


[Article by Ma Zemin [7456 3419 3046) and Xu Ruomu [1776 5387 2606): "On 
Marxiet Studies in the West") 


(Text) Synopsis: This article analyzes from the social origins the reason 
for the fervor of Marxist studies appearing in the developed capitalist 
countries of the West from the latter part of the 1950's and particularly 
since the 1960's. it gives a concrete answer to the various representative 
arguments put forth by Western Marxist scholars regarding the new challenges 
encountered by Marxiem in its own development. It holds that the series of 
new changes, characteristics and problems caused by the industrial revolution 
centered on electronics technology have proven that certain Marxist formula- 
tions are already no longer in keeping or completely not in keeping with 
actual conditions at present. It also holds that our urgent and great task 
is to conscientiously study the scientific and technical revolution according 
to the basic principles of Marxism, to study the new developments, charac- 
teristice and problems resulting from the scientific and technical revolution 
and to push forward the development of Marxism. Marxism is on the eve of a 
major development. 


Appearance of ‘Marxist Fever’ in the West 


After World War II widespread interest in Marxist studies appeared among the 
developed countries of the Weat from the latter part of the 1950's and particu- 
larly since the 1960's. This has been one of the most outstanding new social 
phenomenon since the war. 


West Germany is a very typical example. In the latter part of the 1950's and 
since the 1960's, West German publications, academic meetings and television 
broadcasta have been discussing Marx almost daily. "Introduction to Marx’ 

has appeared on the television screen and the Frankfurter ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG 
haw published series of articles introducing the so-called "systematic 
concepts” of Marx. From 1964 to 1967 West Germany published more than 

400 books on Marx and Engels. In particular, students in all the universities 
are demanding that courses on Marx be set up. Professors of philosophy and 
social sciences who do not give lectures on Marx are not welcomed by the 
students. Intellectual and undergraduate organizations are universally taking 
up the study of Marx. Many Marxist study groups have also emerged in the 
labor movement. 











The "Marxiat fever” has also appeared in France, Italy, the United States and 
Britain, and this has given rise to many contemporary Marxist achools., 


What is the reason for the fervor in Marxist studies appearing in the capitalist 
counteten of the Weat in the latter part of the 1950's and particularly in the 
1960's? Marx’ teachings have informed us that in the final analysis changes 
in the Ideological sphere must be explained by changes in the economic base, 
in the latter part of the 1950's and particularly since the 1960's, the 
capitaliat countries of the West have undergone an industrial revolution founded 
on electronics technology. Although this revolution has not transformed the 
capitalist private ownership of the means of production, it has, nevertheless, 
transformed production facilities into an automatic system and therefore enabled 
productive forces to develop rapidly. The vigorous development in productive 
forces as well as in science and technology has led to certain changes in the 
wtructure of class society and also in the working class and the lifestyle of 
the whole society. The more prominent of these changes are: Most of the 
working class have become white collar workers; their scientific and technical 
level has greatly improved; there is no longer any marked distinction between 
their working conditions and those of middle class technicians, and they have 
specific guarantees for the basic necessities of life. Not only are they 
exempted {rom cold and hunger, but most of them also have their own cars, 
color TV sets, refrigerators and washing machines. However, because the 
acientific and technical revolution has increased labor productivity, it has 
also caused structural unemployment in various sectors of the capitalist 
economy. This has resulted in a considerable portion of the workers having 
their source of livelihood cut off, and it has turned them into the targets 

of soctal poverty. The capitalists have taken advantage of the army of 
unemployed to force the workers to work desperately and have increased the 
intensity of labor on the automatic assembly lines causing serious harm to 

the mind, spirit and nerves of the workers. In the United States neurosis 

ond mental tllness have become a product of "high industrial civilizatior," 
and some 10 percent of the entire population*are suffering from various 
neurotic diseases and mental disorders. At the same time, because of the 
technological revolution, the monopoly capitalists have become deeply aware 

of the importance of specialists, scientists, technicians and intellectuals 

in deteating their competitors and in earning high profits; this they are 
rushing to set up and monopolize companies of various specialists to 
atrengthen their control and exploitation of specialists, scientists, techni- 
clans and intellectuals. This has further exacerbated the contradiction 
between the specialists, scientists, technicians and intellectuals on the one 
hand, and monopoly capital on the other, and has brought them closer and closer 
to the position of hired workers. In the past university students were auto- 
matically candidates in line for greater social and economic mobility. Now, 
because of structural unemployment, they cannot even join the work force, and 
to many university graduates, graduation means only unemployment. Moreover, 
regardless of whether they are workers or scientists, technicians or intel- 
lectuals, blue collar workers or white collar workers, employed or unemployed, 
they have all become commodities which are graded and priced and ruthlessly 
shul fled about according to the needs of the market. As many people feel 

that they have no control over their own destiny, they become lonely and 
depressed. The future for them is uncertain. Life has lost its meaning and 








they are extremely pessimistic about society. They adopt a nihiliatic attitude 
toward everything and resort to hipeteriem, terroriem, drink, dope, free sex 
and religious superstitions, Out of despair and dissatisfaction many people 
are turning to Marxist studies. In the forefront are the masses of students 
and young workers, As pointed out by Frankfurter ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG: "The 
young people are looking for the correct road, To them, the brightest guiding 
star appears to be Marx.” These conditions and changes are the social roots 

of the fervor for Marxist studies appearing in the capitalist countries of the 
West. They are also powerful and effective proof by negative example of 
Marxinm in the developed capitalist countries of the West. 


Marxism Has Run Into New Challenges 


Under these excellent circumstances, are there still problems? Yes, there are. 
Some new problems have also actually appeared in the fervor for Marxist studies. 
In light of certain new characteristics and conditions in capitalist develop- 
ment, some Marxist scholars in the West have put forth the following views: 
"The proletariat is dying out," "the proletariat has been integrated within 
the capitalist system," and the proletariat has lost its revolutionary will. 
Marxiem has run into new challenges in its own development. If the Marxists 
cannot give a scientific answer to these problems but instead allow them to 
spread, then international proletariat and all revolutionary people will be 
thrown into ideological and theoretical chaos, they will waver in darkness, 
and inestisable harm will be caused to the communist movement. How should 
we actually answer these problems? 


Firec, to prove that the proletariat is dying out, some Marxist scholars of 
the West have regarded tangible material poverty and heavy physical labor as 
the essence of the proletarian concept described by Marx. This is a distortion 
of the original meaning of Marx. Naturally, when analyzing the essential 
characteristics of the proletariat, Marx had proceeded from facts of the labor 
conditions and tangible material poverty encountered by the proletariat in the 
i9th century. However, Marx had never regarded the labor conditions and 
tangible material poverty encountered by the proletariat in the 19th century 
us the essential characteristics of the proletariat. Labor conditions and 
living standards keep on changing with the development of productive forces. 
Marx had always opposed the method of directly summing up the essential 
characteristics of a class as the level of development of productive forces. 
Moreover, he always paid attention to the relations of production based on 

the level of development of specific productive forces. He said: "The human 
essence is no abstraction inherent in each single individual. In its reality 
it is the ensemble of social relations." ("Collected Works of Marx and Engels,” 
Vol 3 p 6) When analyzing the essential characteristics of the proletariat, 
Marx strictly followed his own materialist method. His formulation of the 
essential characteristics of the proletariat was based on the position of the 
proletariat in social economic relations. He held: "Our ‘proletarian’ is 
economically none other than the wage-laborer, who produces and increases 
capital and is thrown out on the streets as soon as he is superfluous for the 
needs of the aggrandizement of ‘monsieur capital.'" ("Das Kapital," Vol 1, 

p 674 footnote) Here Marx did not consider the poverty of the life and the 














wordidness and heaviness of the labor as the essential characteristics of the 
proletariat. Te him a member cf the proletariat was merely a person who sold 
his labor for means of subsistence because he did not have the means of 
production, Precisely because of the lack of means of production, he had no 
alternative but to sell his labor to the capitaliat, to obey the orders of 
the capitaliot in the course of production and to produce and increase capital, 
These are the common essential characteristics of the proletariat. However, 
the concept of the proletariat also has a historical category. The forms 

of manifestation of the common essential characteristics of the proletariat 
are not the same under concrete historical conditions. Marx and Engels lived 
in the 19th century. Thev could only observe and study the proletariat from 
the forms manifested by the proletariat in the 19th century. Therefore, they 
put the emphasis on heavy physical labor and material poverty. Some Marxist 
scholars of the West are unable to master the dialectics of the general and 
epecific and the universality and particularity, and tiey use the heavy 
physical labor and material poverty encountered by the proletariat in the 
19th century to replace and negate the common essential characteristics of 
the proletariat. This is obviously a misrepresentation of Marx. 


lo be sure, the working conditions of the workers have changed and their living 
standard has improved, and most of the workers have cars, TV sets and refrigera- 
tors, However, these changes in the sphere of consumption have not basically 
altered class relations. Although Marx never knew that the workers of today 
could enjoy such industrial luxuries, he did not rule out the possibility that 
the life of the workers could be improved under capitalist conditions, and he 
also pointed out how the improvement in the life of the workers should be 
understood. He said: "They can extend the circle of their enjoyments; can 
make some additions to their consumption-fund of clothes, furniture, etc., and 
cun lay by small reserve-funds of money. But just as marginal improvements 

in food, clothing, treatment and property could not eliminate the dependency 
and exploitation of slavery, neither can they eliminate the dependency and 
exploitation of the wage-workers. In fact, an increase in the p:'-e of labor 
as a consequence of the accumulation of capital merely allows for « relaxation 
of the tension of the long, heavy, golden chain the wage-worker has already 
forged for himself." ("Das Kapital," Vol I, pp 677-679) 


What is more, labor in developed capitalist countries is very intense and 
requires a high degree of concentration. This kind of highly intense labor 
also requires better food. For example, labor in Toyota Motor of Japan is so 
intense that workers have no time for conversation the moment they start work. 
Although there are no longer supervisors with whips and clubs, there is closed 
cireult surveillance and the workers are forced to work desperately. This 
kind of intense labor causes an excessive drain on the energy of the workers, 
and as a result, they are required by Toyota Motor to retire at the age of 40. 
Intense labor requires better nourishment and this is the requirement of 
capttalist exploitation, just as the exploitation of the capitalists requires 
the workers to possess certain cultural standards. So this is only the result 
of the workers’ struggle. Therefore, we cannot merely regard the consumption 
level of the workers and think that this stems from the good intentions of the 
capitalists. The form of exploitation of the workers has become more humane, 
but the content of exploitation has not changed. 











Under the conditions of the scientific and technical revolution, the improvement 
in the workers’ consumption level is also the direct result of the policy of 
high production, high wages and high consumption adopted by the capitalists. 
However, the basic object of the policy of high production, high wages and 

high consumptton adopted by the capitalists is not for the sake of the general 
miterial benefite of the proletariat but for the sake of stimulating the 
workers’ desire and making them a slave to their own desire so that they will 
produce more surplus value for the capitalists. This method is not something 
new und was proposed by James Steuart as far back as the 18th century. Marx 

in "Das Kapital” quoted Steuart's original text and in light of it pointed out: 
"He wishes to increase their wants and to make the increasing number of their 
wants a stimulus to their labor for the ‘more delicate.'" ("Das Kapital," Vol 1, 
p /10 footnote) The present policy of the three highs of the developed 
capitalist countries of the West is nothing but a further refinement of this 
method, Some Marxist scholars of the West have played up the policy of the 
three highs, which improved the consumption level of the workers, as a basic 
{mprovement in the economic position of the proletariat. They even said 

that the question of whether or not private ownership has been eliminated is 
immaterial, By doing so they covered up the capitalist essence of the policy 

of the three high's and wanted the proletariat to always remain a slave to the 
bourgeoisie. Actually, the use of low wages and extended working time to 

compel the proletariat to work for the capitalists and the use of high wages 

and high consumption to stimulate the wants of the proletariat and make them 

a slave to their own desires and work themselves to the bone for the capitalists 
are both methods of earning higher profits for the capitalists. We cannot 
describe the change in the tactics of capitalist exploitation as a change in the 
objective of the capitalists, or say that the proletariat and the capitalists 
have embraced and the proletariat has become one with the capitalist system, 


Second, some Marxist scholars of the West have categorically asserted that the 
development of ecience and technology has enabled science and technology to 
become an independent source of value and surplus value that do not rely on live 
labor. This is also incorrect. Because no matter how advanced the technology 
and how sophisticated the machinery, they are dead, inert and incapable of 
producing a single thing of value if divorced from the live labor of the workers. 
If science and technology can really become an independent source of value and 
surplus value that do not rely on live labor, then why do the developed 
capitalist countries still require blue collar workers and white collar workers. 
Why do they still make concessions to the striking workers? Value is created 

by labor and the capitalists cannot exist without the workers. The prosperity 
and the development of all capitalist countries are based on the labor of the 
workers. Technological revolution and new machinery and equipment only create 
more conditions for creating riches. They do not essentially create value and 
their value changes only with the development of the form of value. The applica- 
tion of science and technology in production will greatly increase output and 
keep on reducing the amount of labor society must spend per unit product. This 
has already been analyzed and affirmed by Marx in "Das Kapital" and the question 
of negating Marx' theory of value basically does not arise. With less labor 
than before the workers are nevertheless able to produce more goods than in the 
past, This is not because science and technology are able to become an inde- 
pendent source of value divorced from live labor, but because science and 














technology have increased the workers' productivity so that they can produce 
more goods with less labor, In this way, the necessary labor time required 

to pay wages is ceduced and surplus value is increased, If they cannot supply 
higher surplus value, the capitalists will definitely not use the new 
technology, It can be seen that the scientific and technical revolution has 

not eliminated the exploitation of the workers by the capitalists but has 
increased the exploitation of the workers and the faster proliferation of 
capltul. Is this not precisely the condition in developed capitalist countries? 


Third, some Marxist scholars of the West have also categorically asserted that 
the revolutionary will of the proletariat comes from poverty. Because of the 
aclentific and technical revolution and the improvement in the living standard, 
It has lost its revolutionary will and it will no longer implement the immediate 
need of socialism. This standpoint is also untenable. To be sure, poverty 
will impel the proletariat to turn to revolution, but revolutionary will does 
not necessarily come from poverty. When the capitalists were still revolutionary, 
they were often richer and not poorer than the feudal ciass. The small farmers 
on the brink of bankruptcy were often poorer than the hired workers, but the 
workers nevertheless had stronger revolutionary will than the small farmers. 
The life of the factory workers was far better than that of the vagrant pro- 
letarilat such as beggars. It cannot be said that the vagrant proletariat was 
more revolutionary. Every class has its revolutionary will which is determined 
by its position in socioeconomic relations. This depends on whether or not the 
class represents the demand of the development of productive forces and not on 
whether it {ts poorer or better off. Some Marxist scholars of the West have 
compared the improvement in the living standard of the proletariat in the 1960's 
and 1970's of the 20th century with the living standard of the 19th century and 
categorically asserted that the proletariat of today has lost its revolutionary 
will. Basically speaking, this kind of comparison is wrong. If a comparison 
must be made, they should make the comparison between the proletariat and the 
bourgeoisie, for they are the two opposite extremes in the capitalist relations 
of production, Without the one side, the other side would not exist. Marx' 
method was to compare the different economic positions they occupy respectively 
in the capitalist relations of production to see which represented the demand 
of productive forces, which ran counter to the development of productive forces 
and which harmed the interests of the other. When analyzing class composition, 
Marx solved for us the problem of whom to compare. He said: "The reason 
single individuals form a class is because they must wage a common struggle 
against another class." ("Collected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 3 p 61) 

lt can be seen that if a comparison must be made, the class composed of 
individua]) members of the proletariat can only be compared with the bourgeoisie 
against which they must wage a common struggle. If a comparison is not made 
with the bourgeoisie and a struggle is not carried out against the bourgeoisie, 
then there is basically no need for the proletariat to form a class. So what 
is the use of prattling about such things as the proletariat? The reason 
individual members of the proletariat "must wage a common struggle against the 
other class" is because they have "similar conditions, similar opposites and 
similar interests." Moreover, these conditions, opposites and interests are 
identical and have been determined by the common economic position they occupy 
in the social relations of production. The reason the proletariat must unite 
to oppose the bourgeoisie is precisely because the economic position it occupies 











haw determined that its interests are basically opposed to those of the bour- 
xeoinie, Even though the wages of the workers have increased along with the 
sclentitic and technical revolution and development of productive forces, and 
even though there has been a definite improvement in their living condition, 
they etill can never catch up with the profit growth of the capitalists, and 
the conflict of interests between them will never die. Therefore, the pro- 
letariat will also never lose their revolutionary will. 


In fact, the new changes brought about by the scientific and technical revolu- 
tion have not repudiated, but on the contrary, have attested to the unassail- 
abllity of the ecientific truth of Marxism and to the fact that it is a powerful 
ideological weapon for understanding the world and revolutionarily transforming 
the world, Precisely »ecause Marx can help the people see through bizarre 

and complex social phesomena, understand the essence and interrelations of 
things and distinguish the correct orientation for action, the masses of young 
people who cannot find their way in the new capitalist development and changes 
by the scientific and technical revolution, the people who feel impotent over 
their own destiny, the people who have been hurt and the people who feel 

lonely and depressed are all turning to Marx. This is the reason for the 
widespread interest in Marxist studies in the developed capitalist countries 

of the West. 


Marxism Ie on the Fve of a Major Development 


We should also see that we cannot find ready-made answers to the series of new 
changes, characteristics and >roblems of capitalism created by the scientific 
and technical revolution centered on electronic technology in the works of 
Marx. Moreover, these new changes, characteristics and problems can instead 
prove that some of Marx' formulations are already not in keeping or com letely 
not in keeping with actual conditions at present. This has set an urgent and 
giorious task for all the Marxists of the world, and they must conscientiously 
atudy the scientific and technica] revolution in the light of the basic 
principles of Marxism, study the new developments, characteristics and problems 
of capitalism caused by the scientific and technical revolution, and they must 
develop Marxism in a forward direction, 


When we say that certain formulations made by Marx are no longer in keeping 
with actual conditions at present, this is not at all surprising. Marxism has 
told us that practice is the source of knowledge and theory is the summary 

of practice. All great theorists can only base themselves on the social 
practice of their time. "Every principle has its own century." All theories 
nust bear the brand of their own time and the limitation of their own time. 
There is naturally no exception for Marx and his theory. Marx lived in the 
i\¥th century, and it was impossible for him to talk distinctly about the new 
changes, characteristics and problems of the 1960's and 1970's in the 20th cen- 
tury, because he did not have the practice of this era. 


When we say that certain formulations made by Marx are no longer in keeping with 
actual conditions at present, does not mean that because they have mistakes 

they are no longer or not completely the truth? No. Marxism is the greatest 
objective truth, It was in keeping with the time which gave rise to it. 











However, the truth of Marxism, like any other truth, not only has relativity 
but also absoluteness which is embodied in relativity. Following the develop- 
ment of social practice, certain formulations formerly in keeping with actual 
conditions have changed and are no longer in keeping with actual conditions, 
We cannot separate the relativity and absoluteness of truth, deify Marxist 
truth, think of 1° in terms of absolutes, negate ite relativity and turn it 
into absolute and rigid dogma. Marx rirmly opposed the dogmatic attitude of 
“appearing in tho posture of an armchair theorist, of holding a set of ready- 
made principles and shouting to the world: Here is the truth, fall on your 
knees and pay homage!" He advocated combining sheory and practice and called 
for “elucidating new principles for the world from the principles of the world 
itself." (Lenin also said: "We do not regard Marx' theory as something 
complete and inviolable. On the cortrary, we are convinced that it has only 
laid the foundation stone of the science which socialists must develop in all 
directions if they wish to keep pace with life." ("Selected Works of Lenin," 
Vol 1, p 203) 


Compared with the time Marx discovered Marxism, a very great change has “ 
finitely taken place in the new capitalist development caused by the ine. tria. 
revolution centered on electronics technology, despite the fact that th 
societies of these Western countries are still capitalist in character. 

of Marx' formulations are no longer in keeping with present reality. A very 
great change has taken place in the present condition o the workers of 
developed capitalist countries of the West compared with the condition of 

the proletariat used by Marx as his point of departure when he discovered 
Marxiuym., The labor of mest of the workers consists of pressing buttons and 
adjusting dials and their basic livelihood is guaranteed. Most of the people 
have their own cars, TV sets and refrigerators and some even have their own 
homes. These changes have made some of Marx' formulations obsolete. For 
example, Marx in "The Holy Family" said: "The properties class and the class 
of the proletariat present the same human self-alienation. But the former 
class finds in this selit-alienation its confirmation and its good, its own 
power; it has in it a semblance of human existence. The class of the pro- 
letariat feels annihilated in its self-alienation."” "It sees in it its own 
powerlessness and the reality of an inhuman existence." Here, Marx' affirma- 
tion of the same human self-alienation of the properties class and the class 
of the proletariat is correct, but can it be said that the workers of the 
developed capitalist countries of the West at present with cars, TV sets and 
refrigerators "see their own powerlessness ' and "the reality of an inhuman 
existence?" Or that their lives do not have the semblance of human existence? 


After analyzing the inevitability of the transformation of capitalism into 
socialism, Engels !n "Socialism: Utopian and Scientific" said: "Whilst 

the capitalist mode of production more and more completely transforms the 

great majority of the population into proletariats, it creates the power which, 
under penalty of its own destruction, is forced to accomplish this revolution," 
Can we now say that the workers of Western capitalist countries with their cars, 
TV sets and refrigerators are under penalty of destruction? Even though 
unemployed workers are more impoverished than employed workers, their basic 
livelihood is guaranteed by social welfare. So where is there "penalty of 
destruction?" If the proletariat is no longer under the penalty of destruction, 





there Must be @ new expression for the motive of carrying out this transformation, 
What effect and change will this motive have on the form and way of carrying out 
thie transformation, Should we still adopt Marx’ formula of violent revolution 
Of Must we carry out new theoretical exploration and discussion? Thies isa the 
problem placed before Weatern Marxist acholare, 


The comclustun reached by Marx and Engele from the study of monopoly capital was 
that the suctaliet revolution could only succeed if it were carried out 
simultaneously in all or most of the capite!tst countries. However, the con- 
clusion reached by Lenin in his study of iuperitaliem from the development of 
caplitaliam to the stage of monopoly said that the old formula of Marx and 
hhgels was no longer suited to tne new historical condition, He said that 
wuclaliet revolution could be completely successful in a single country first. 
At that time, opportuniste of various countries desperately stuck to the old 
formula of Marx and Engels and reproached Lenin for deviating from Marxism, 
However, the victory of the October Revolution proved that the genuine Marxist 
who mastered Marxiem was Lenin and not the opportunists. It proved that Lenin 
had advanced Marxism and that the opportunists who tenaciously defended the 
words o Marx were instead holding this theory back and turning it into a dogma. 
Al present, seven to eight countries in Westerp Europe have formec an economic 
alliance and many multinational companies have appeared in the capitalist world. 
ihey are breaking national and state confines and becoming cosmopolitan in 
capitalist orivate ownership of means of production. In this new situation, 
can a revolution carried out by the proletariat of a country succeed inde- 
pendently? is Lenin's teaching of the proletarian revolution succeeding in a 
country first etill suitable for Western Europe at present? Should Western 
Furope return again to Marx’ conclusion that the proletarian revolution must 
succeed simultaneously in all major capitalist countries? This is an important 
jesson Maraists must theoretically explore and discuss. 


sume people thought tha the rapid development of productive forces caused by 
the scientific and technical revolution in developed capitalist societies of 
the West and the cosmopolitan transformation of ownership of means of production 
by monopoly capitalists confirmed that the capitalist system would live on 
forever. Actually this is the proof that the capitalist system is heading 
towird {ts own destruction. In “German Ideology," Marx long ago pointed out 
that conmmuniem ie preconditioned by the high development of productive forces 
vod the universal development of global contacts. Only when individuals who 
represent narrow regional history are replaced by individuals who represent 
giobal history can proper material and spiritual conditions be prepared for 
the victory of communism. in terms of the victory of communism, the present 
ratio of multinational companies in developed capitalist countries of the West 
ie atill «mall and productive forces are still not fully developed relatively 
speaking. Communiem implies the amp'e flow of all sources of social riches so 
that everyone will have a great deal of leisure and can fish in the morning and 
paint and draw in the afternoon. The development of productive forces in 
developed capitalgst societies of the West will promote the gradual ripening 
of communist revolution. As to the specific conditions under which this 
revolution will take place, ‘ts characteristics, the form it will adopt and 
the road it will take, thoroughgoing study must still be carried out on the 
busis of the immediate new conditions in the developed capitalist countries 
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to arrive at a theoretical conclusion corresponding to reality. We cannot 
indiscriminately apply the effective revolutionary formula of the Bast to the 
Went. 


The industrial revolution centering on electronics technology also raised new 
queations for Marx' theory on the conflict between town and country and the 
course of the elimination of thie conflict and his theory on the conflict between 
physical and mental labor and the course of ite elimination. In modern developed 
capitalist countries, the benighted country does not exist anymore. Agriculture 
ie being industrialized and becoming mre and more ecientific--so much so that 
in Italy the population of agricultural workers has been reduced to less than 
10 percent of the tote) number of workers. In Britain it has been reduced to 

1 percent. in 1979 the total number of agricultural workers in West European 
countries came to only 12.1 million. These workers deal with highly complex 
technical equipment and have a certain cultural level. The ignorance of 
weveral thousand years has vanished. The bourgeois governments also pay 
attention to moving industry from town to country, actively strive to solve 
the problem of pollution by taking strict measures, actively launch mass sports 
activities and raise the level of health among residents of urban areas. This 
results in a new trend of integration of town and country. At the same time, 
due to the revolution in science and technology, industrial and agricultural 
labor iteelf requires that workers possess a considerably high level of know- 
ledge in acience and culture and a considerable level of technical know-how, 
that is the integration of physical and mental labor. Thus, on the one hand, 
there is “white-collarization” of blue collar workers with the blue collar 
workers catching up with the technological level of intermediate level intel- 
lectuals, while on the other hand, most experts, technicians and intellecuals 
in the technological fields have become employees of monopolistic corporations, 
with thelr position becoming closer and closer to workers and their employment 
and working conditions losing clear distinctions with workers. The majority 
of the rapidly growing number of university students have become a reserve army 
of the proletariat. Therefore, there is also a growing trend of integration 
between intellectuals and workers and between physical and mental labor. 
Sticking merely to the old formula of contradiction between mental and physical 
labor under the conditions of capitalism can no longer explain this new 
phenomenon. 


Furthermore, the historical conditions prevailing at the time Marx presented 
his theory of absolute impoverishment of the proletariat (including working 
conditions and conditions for reproduction of productive forces) were quite 
different from present historical conditions. At present, because science 
has become a direct productive force and because other factors of ti. produc- 
tive process are involved, Marx' theory on the absolute impoverishment of 

the proletariat also has to be reevaluated. 


The technological revolution has greatly enhanced human capacity to understand 
and change nature. For example, man-made intelligence (sophisticated electronics 
technology) is becoming closer and closer to human intelligence (the human 
brain). This raises the question of whether an organic fusion of the human 
brain and computers would come into being and of the proper delineation of 
artificial reasoning power. Experiments are being performed on artificial 
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cell tuslton, Experiments on teat tube babies have been succesaful, Research 
on awexual reproduction has aleo been fruitful, New species of beings and 

even “monsters” could appear in great numbers, How humankind would propagate 
its species and what would become of ethical and moral concepts is still 
Wimaginable at present, The astronavigation industry has been progressing 
rapidly, Man has already succeeded in landing on the moon, Humankind's know- 
ledge of celestial bodies has achieved unprecedented progress. Man's knowledge 
of the secret of the inner structure of atoms and of the basic particles has 
also developed tremendously. The epochmaking progress of science and technology 
in the past 20 years ie indeed the greatest revolutionary force which has 
shaken the very foundation of the world. Thies force will surely give impetus 

to a great development in Marxism, Today, Marxiem is on the eve of enormous 
progress, Like Lenin, who developed Marxiem after encountering the new situation 
of imperialiem, we are today confronted with a situation similar to that which 
contronted Lenin before. Faced with the new situation of the scientific and 
technological revolution, we must aleo push Marxiem forward as Lenin said! 


Therefore, we must not only study the works of Marx and the new changes brought 
about by the ecientific and technological revolution more thoroughly, but we 
must aleo study relevant works by Marxists in other socialist countries and 
works by scholars of Marxism in the West. They have raised many new questions 
on the works of Marx which they think ought to be studied based on new changes 
in capitaliem brought about by the scientific and technological revolution. 
Even though most of their conclusions are wrong, the questions anc viewpoints 
they present assist rather than obstruct our efforts to correctly analyze reality 
from the basic viewpoints of Marxiem and to develop Marxism. As long as we 
take the analytical attitude of Marxiem, theoretical works of Western scholars 
of Marxiem will be good references. 


Stalin was right when he said: "“Opportuniem does not always mean a direct denial 
of the Marxiet theory or of any of its propositions and conclusions. Opportuniam 
is sometimes expressed in the attempt to cling to certain of the propos.tions 

of Marxtem that have already become antiquated and to convert them into o dogma, 
so as to retard the development of the revolutionary movement of the proletariat.’ 
Stalin also pointed out the great significance of kicking away this dogmatism 

to the revolutionary cause. He said: "What would have happened to the party, 

to our revolution, to Marxiem, if Lenin had been overawed by the letter of 
Marxiem and had not had the courage of theoretical conviction to discard one of 
the old conclusions of Marxism and to replace it by a new conclusion affirming 
that the victory of socialism in one country, taken singly, was possible--a 
conclusion which corresponded to the new historical conditions? The party would 
have groped in the dark, the proleterian revolution would have been deprived of 
leadership, and the Marxists [words indistinct] The proletariat would have lost, 
and the enemies of the proletariat would have won.” ("History of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union (Boleheviks): A Short Course,” conclusion) We 

must take Lenin as an example and the failure of the dogmatists who clung to 

the letters of Marxiem as 4 warning! 


cso: 4005 


ll 








INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


‘XINHUA’ INTERVIEWS GHANA FINANCE MINISTER ON FOREIGN LOANS 
OW161946 Beijing XINHUA in English 1936 GHT 16 Oct 80 


[Text] Accra, October 16 (XINHUA)~-Around seven hundred million cedis worth of for- 
eign loane to Ghana have been contracted since the Limann civilian administration 
aseumed office a year ago, according to etatisticse provided by the country's Minietry 
of Finance and Economic Planning. 


The loans mainly coming from Weat Germany, the World Bank, the United States, OPEC, 
FEC and other international organizations provided for the financial backing of a 
number of agricultural, industrial and transport infrastructural projects in Ghana. 


Amon Nikoi, minister of finance and economic planning, told XINHUA recently that the 
flowing-in of foreign loane as well as the improvement of the country's investment 
climate which led to renewed interest from some big international companies espec- 
tally in ofl prospecting and the mining sector, and the prospects of resumption 


of brisk activity in trade are all encouraging developments pointing to a gradual 
revival of international confidence in the Shanaian economy. 


Ae part of the government's efforts to gain thie confidence which is essential in 
obtaining necessary external assistance to supplement the resuscitation of the shat- 
tered economy, the Limann administration has managed to settle a significant amount 
of foreign debte with countries concerned. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


NEW MINISTERS IN BURMA--Rangoon, 16 Oct (XINHUA)--The sixth session of the Second 
Burmese National Assembly today formally approved the election of three new miniatere. 
The session yeeterday elected U Aung Kyaw Myint minister for information and culture 
to replace U Mahn San Myat Shwe, U Kyaw Nyien minister for education to replace Dr 
Khin Maung Win who resigned earlier, and former Vice-Chief of Staff (Navy) Admiral 
Chit Hleing minieter for labour and social welfare to replace Brigadier General Khin 
Ohn. U Mahn San Myat Shwe and Brigadier General Khin Ohn were elected members of the 
Council of People's Justices by the assembly on October 14. In addition, Captain 
Maung Maung Win hae been appointed as vice-chief of etaff (navy). Meanwhile, the 
session has aleo approved unanimously the agreement on the delimitation of the 
Burmese-Thai maritime boundary signed by the foreign ministers of the two countires 
here last July. Commenting on the agreement at the assembly session, some members 
of the aseembly said it was « timely one and would ensure « peaceful solution to any 
problems that might arise and would strengthen the friendship between the two coun- 
tries which wae conducive to peace in the Southeast Asian region. [Text] [OW170116 
Beijing XINHUA in English 0105 GMT 17 Oct 80) 


MALTA, BANGLADESH OBSERVE PRC NATIONAL DAY—-Beijing, 11 Oct (XINHUA)--Dom Mintoff, 
prime minieter of the Republic of Malte and Mirza Gholum Hafiz, speaker of Bangle- 
deeh Parliament recently sent messages to Chinese leaders, congratulating them on 
the 3iet anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China. [OW111515 
Beijing XINHUA in English 1508 G¥T 11 Oct 80) 


CSO: 4020 
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PARTY AND STATE 


LOOPHOLES IN HUA GUOFENG'S ASSESSMENT OF MAO ZEDONG 

Hong Kong ZHENGMING (CONTEND) in Chinese No 35, 1 Sep 80 pp 24-31 
[Article by Lu Zhongjitan (4151 0022 1017)) 

{Text} I. On Assessing Mao 

Necessity of Assessing Mao 


Recently, the Chinese Communist leaders made some public comments on 
Mao Zedong, affirming his great achievements on the one hand and 
pointing out his mistakes on the other. It was most noteworthy. 


Mao Zedong was closely linked with China's fate of the past half a 
century. No one had made greater contributions to the creation of 
the PRC, sor had anyone, when building the nation after 1949, commit- 
ted graver errors and caused more serious damages to the country and 
the people. This was one aspect. In the other aspect, for decades, 
Mao Zedong's each word and each idea, be they true Marxism-Leninism 
or unsound “leftwing” thinking, were revered as the compass of ac- 
tion, and his tremendous influence in the ideological realm was peer- 
lees. Today, to bring order out of chaos and clarify the right and 
vrong, Mao must be assessed; to learn the lesson and know the course 
to follow, he must be assessed; to emancipate thinking and boldly 
create, he must be assessed; to eliminate the remnant ultraleftwing 
poison and purge che “whatever” influence, he must be assessed. In 
short, “only by assessing Mao will progress become possible." 


One point is easily overlooked by the CCP: The tremendous interna- 
tional significance in assessing Mao. In the past, the ultraleftwing 
appearance and ultraleftwing line blocked international intercourse, 
hampered unity against hegemony and produced an undesirable effect in 
international struggles and the international communist movement. By 
means of assessing Mao and rectifying the line, China's image will 
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improve, international affairs will develop even more, and a favorable 
influence on international struggles and the international communist 
movement will ensue. 


Firet Step: De-deification 


Correctly assessing Mao Zedong's merite and mistakes is an arduous 
and enormous task. To perform it properly, a series of condiciones its 
required. The relatively easier one to accomplish is to restore the 
true features to Mao Zedong and his ideology. This may be called the 
firet step in assessing Mao, but ic ie an important one. 


What ie restoring the true features to Mao Zedong and his ideology’ 
Ic te: from a deity to a human; from a savior to a revolutionary; 
from @ meritorious and flawless superman to a mortal with serious 
mistakes as well as great achievements; from the red treasure book of 
all truths to a work with fallacious words as well as real knowledge 
and deep insight. 


Hua Guofeng's Failure to Be Matter-of-fact 


To de-deify Mao and restore him his true features, the principle of 
seeking che truth from the facts must be strictly observed. Failing 
to do so, or hemming and hawing and covering up, making Mao Zedong 
into a demigod or a deity and mortal in one will not be restoring to 
him hie true features. Assessing him in this way will only produce 
negative results, without any positive significance. 


What is regrettable is that CCP Chairman Hua Guofeng, in his assess- 
ment of Mao, failed to follow completely the principle of seeking the 
truth from the facts. 


On 26 July, Hua Guofeng answered a series of questions posed by (Dala 
Yanaikeweiqi), a reporter of the Yugoslavian (XINSHI BAO). A part of 
his written anewers concerned the assessment of Mao Zedong. Reading 
it, I feel that, in his assesement of Mao Zedong's merits and mis- 
takes, there are four points requiring deliberation. 


Il. Four Loopholes 


First, Hua Guofeng was not comprehensive enough on the relatively 
grave mistakes made after the founding of the nation. 


The main content of his assesement of Mao vas: 
“According to our party history, from 1935, after establishing Com- 


rade Mao Zedong's leadership position in the party, to 1957, we won 
the anti-Japanese and the liberation wars, gained national political 
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power, and launched the socialiat reform of the production means 
ownership syetem while pursuing large-ecale socialist construction. 
From 1958 to the eve of the Great Cultural Revolution, relatively 
serious deviations appeared in our work. We were impatient for 
success, and we made the mistake of magnifying the clase struggle on 
some issues. in epite of such probleme, the party line, generally 
speaking, wae correct. 


"From the second half of 1966 to the second half of 1976, in the 10 
yeare of the Great Cultural Revolution, the party made distressingly 
grave mistakes. 


"Ae the chairman of the party, Comrade Mao Zedong naturally had his 
responsibilities for such mistakes." 


The comment in this article on Hua Guofeng's assessment of Mao basic- 
ally refers to the passage cited above. Simple and concise, the pas- 
sage contains some points which should be affirmed, but his view was 
not comprehensive enough, and one cannot agree with some of the 
pointe. 


Why do we maintain that Hua Guofeng was not comprehensive enough when 
he said that Mao Zedong made "relatively serious deviations" and 
“distressingly grave mistakes" in those years? 


He at least omitted the “anti-rightist struggle" of 1957. 
Over 500,000 Unjust and Wrong Cases 


In 1957, the Chinese Communiet cadres’ practice of acting as bureau- 
erate and overlords was quite serious, and various defects existed in 
all aspects of government work. Act that time, Mao Zedong encouraged 
the people to “express themselves freely" in aid of the rectification 
of the CCP. Thereupon, many patriotic people immediately responded 
to the appeal and expressed their views, making suggestions one after 
another. It was an excellent thing for the country as well as for 
the CCP. To their surprise, they were denounced as rightiste and 
encountered criticiems and struggles. A total of 550,000 persons 
throughout the country were classified as rightiests, implicating even 
their families. Probably around 2 million people were victimized. 

In recent years, the classification of the 500,000 “rightists" was 
almost all rectified. The "major rightiste" who had never had their 
classification changed included only Luo Longji [5012 7127 1015], 
Zhang Bojun [4545 0130 6874], Chu Anping [0328 1344 1627] and others, 
a total of five individuals, As for the “minor rightists," the oum- 
ber of those whose classification was not rectified was very small. 














Actually, even if some individuale within che people mace rightwing 
mistakes, as long as they were not guilty of acte in violation of the 
criminal code, they were merely "ideological offenders" and "opinion 
offenders," and should not be regarded ae true criminale or labeled 
as rightiete. Those who had undergone severe tempering in the revo- 
luttonary struggles might aleo have made all kinde of mistakes, even 
line mistakes, and the consequences of their mistakes would be a hun- 
dred times more serious than the mistakes of ordinary people. If 

they must all be labeled, one would like to know just how many of the 
CCP leadere are exempt. Even if there wae the need to oppose rightiem 
in 1957, would not a gentle and mild critical education on the ideolo- 
gical front, without roll call, be adequate? Why must there have 
been the anti-rightiet struggle? 


Six Serious Consequences 


The consequences brought by the anti-rightist struggle to the country 
and the people were too drastic: 


1. Around 2 million people were victimized, including many outstand- 
ing individuals in the Chinese people. 


2. Many suggestions beneficial to the national economy and the peo- 
ple's livelihood were rejected and negated. 


3. The CCP could have obtained the help of non-party personages to 
rectify the party style, but the anti-rightiet etruggle not only 
caused the rectification movement to be abandoned midway, but foster- 
ed the bureaucraticiem and other evil trends in the party, leading to 
even greater mistakes in the future on the part of the CCP. 


4. The very superficial democratic life grew even more tenuous. The 
people could not express their feelings or make suggestions. 


5. The intellectuals and patriotic figures encountered particularly 
severe blows. Their enthusiasm dropped from near boiling point to 
almost zero. 


6. After completing the three great reforms, the hostile classes had 
basically vanished. The CCP, at ite “Eighth Congress," stressed the 
importance of “rallying all strengthe at home and abroad which can be 
rallied to struggle for a great socialist China.... In our various 
government organs and all kinds of social endeavors, we must rely on 
non-party personnel to perform a large amount of work. If we are not 
adept in relying on the masses and cooperating with non-party person- 
nel, it will be impossible to perform the work properly." (Mao Ze- 
dong's inauguration speech at the Eighth Congress). However, the 
“anti-rightist etruggle" ran completely counter to the "Eighth 
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Congrese" line and Mao Zedong's appeal and sow.d the seed for the 
subsequent arbitrary “class struggle." It was too terrible! 


In view thereof, wae the mistake of the "“anti-rightiet struggle” not 
a “relatively serious deviation?" 


Different Views in the Party 


The CCP's well-known expert in party history Liao Gailong [1627 5556 
7127) talked about anti-rightiem in Tianjin and indicated that some 
of the people in the CCP disagreed with it. He said: 


"On the anti-rightiet struggle of 1957, the views today are not com- 
pletely identical. According to one view, the struggle iteelf was 
not wrong, but the mistake wae in magnifying it. According to 
another view, rightists did exist, but did they constitute a great 
threat--a threat to our estate? According to these comrades, it was 
not so. As stated by Chairman Mao long ago, as we had a powerful 
etate machine in our hands, we had no fear of the rebellion of the 
national bourgeoisie. How should we handle the few rightistse such as 
Zhang Bojun and Luo Long{ji who proposed taking turne serving as the 
banker’? All you had to do was to say no to them! If you pointed out 
that they were wrong, when there was the Communist Party leadership, 
would they be able to take the polotical power away from you? Did 
they have such strength? By resorting to the means of attaching 
Labels on a national scale, 550,000 people were classified ase right- 
iets, and the iseue has only been solved now. How many of the 
550,000 rightiets have now had their classification corrected? The 
answer is 93 percent of them. In other word, over 500,000 were 
erroneously classified. They were not rightists to start with, but 
were arbitrarily labeled as such, and 93 out of 100 were erroneously 
classified. Thus, the extent of magnification wae considerable." 


Was the attitude scientific when so many unjust and wrong cases were 
excluded from the “relatively serious deviations?" 


According to the foregoing analysis, to call the "anti-rightist 
struggle" merely a “relatively serious deviation" is rather inade- 
quate. It should be considered a mistake, or even a grave one. 


The Person Mainly Responsible 


Next, in regard to the mistakes of impatience for success economical- 
ly and the magnification of the class struggle politically of many 
years and the error of the "Great Cultural Revolution," Hua Guofeng 
declared that they were the responsibilities of the party. Without 
indicating that Mao Zedong should be mainly responsible, he only 
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said: "Ae the chairman of the party, Comrade Mao Zedong naturally 
had hie responsibilities for such mistakes." Hie view calls for 
deliberation. 


After 1958, the country experienced three setbacks, viz., the "great 
leap forward;" che "anti-rightiet etruggle;" the "Great Cultural Re- 
volution." The CCP must be responsible for the first and second, 
which were serious mistakes, and the third, which was unusually 
eerious. However, the one mainly responsible should not be the party, 
but Mao. Mao should be mainly reeponeible, not just as the party 
chairman, but mainly ae the agitator or initiator of the three move- 
mente. 


The "Great Leap Forward" 


The "great leap forward" was launched by Mao Zedong between the end 
of 1957 and the first half of 1958. At that time, some members of 
the Party Central Committee showed support, while others were cool 
toward it, and were branded as "regressives." Most of the party 
committees of the various levele bent with the wind and became hot~- 
headed. Deviating to the “left,” the party mobilized the entire 
people to make iron and steel. Immediately thereafter, the people's 
commune movement was launched, also in a great hurry and with specte- 
cular achievements. Assistant Chief Deng Liqun [6772 0500 5028) of the 
China Social Science Insitute, who served as Liu Shaoqi's secretary 
before the Cultural Revolution, said in a speech at the institute: 


“Our mistakes were made by Chairman Mao.... One was the people's 
commune movement. In many areas, this one supplied and that one 
supplied, and Chairman Mao was very happy at the beginning. In 1958, 
not long after the Beidaihe meeting, Xushui in Hebei was the first to 
advance to the communist society. It introduced the total supply 
system. The chairman was indeed very enthusiastic and wanted to find 
out how Xushui accomplished it. Taking Chen Boda [7115 0130 6671) 
and Zhang Chunqiao [1728 2504 2890] with him, he asked the county 
party committee secretary to make a report.... Chairman Mao added 
the following passage to the decision on the people's commune at the 
Beidaihe meeting: By introducing the people's commune, 3 or 4, or 5 
or 6 years later, the collective ownership system will change to the 
popular ownership system.... He also agreed to setting high quotas 
and doubling the output.... It was decided at the Beidaihe meeting 
that the iron and steel output would be doubled, and the target for 
1958 was set at 10.7 million ton and published. Thereupon, the entire 
country refined iron and steel on a large scale." 


Yu Guangyuan's Report to Mao 


Before 1958, the overwhelming majority of the Chinese Communist ca- 
dree was hotheaded, as illustrated by the following two instances: 
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One was Yu Guangyuan's (0060 0342 6678) report to Mao Zedong that 
apples could grow as big as pumpkins. In his talk at the rotational 
training class of the cadres of the Sichuan Provincial Institute of 
Philosophy and those of the provincial and bureau levele and above, 
he mentioned the incident: "I wae the chief of the sctence office of 
the Central Ministry of Propaganda during the great leap forward. 

The position was not high. A member of the Central Science Group was 
an even higher title. At that time, there were Zhang Jinfu [1728 
0513 1133) and Han Guang [7281 0342], and then there was I. At that 
time, I actually became convinced by a report and had Comrade Nie 
Ronazhen [5119 2837 5271] take me and Comrade Zhang Jinfu to report 
to Chairman Mao that, when an apple was inserted in a pumpkin, the 
apple would grow with the pumpkin and become very big. I studied 
natural science, and graduated from the Physice Department of Qinghua 
University. It wae really ridiculous when I think of it." From his 
words, one can see that he was modest, and courageous in self-analy- 
sie, but what is even more important is that a scientific mind may 
also become unscientifically hotheaded. 


Deng Xiaoping and the "70,000-Jin" Hoax 


The second instance was that Deng Xiaoping was once tricked by un- 
founded spectacular achievements. This was mentioned by Deng Liqun 

in his talk in Beijing University. He said: “There was a falee 
labor model in Tianjin's Xiaozhan (a famous rice producing area) who 
compressed the rice output of 70 plus mu into 1 mu and claimed the mu 
output to be 70,000 jin. When asked about ventilation, he said that 
fans were used, Comrade Deng Xiaoping went to see for himeelf. He 
said: We saw it; we were convinced, A picture was taken, and placed 
under glase upon his return. Who could have imagined that it was un- 
true? Lack of experience, enthusiasm and hotheadedness. There was a 
popular remark at that time: Whatever can be thought of can be accom 
plished, As proved by experience, it is no way to rum industry and the 
economy." 


Mao Zedong's Self-Criticism 


All the data cited above explain one point: For the great setback of 
1958, Mao Zedong made a mistake, and the entire party made a mistake. 
However, Mao Zedong was the promoter of the great leap forward and 
the people's commune. Therefore, he should be more responsible than 
others. His self-criticism and admission of error at the central 
enlarged meeting (a mass meeting of 7,000 people) in January 1962 
embodied this idea. 
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“Anti~Rightwing" 


The “anti-rightwing opportunism" campaign of 1959 was yet another 
eerious setback. 


At the Lushan Conference in the summer of that year, Peng Dehuai 

[1756 1795 2037) brought up the issues of the great leap forward and 
the people's commune. Mao Zedong launched anti-rightiem in the whole 
country, and Peng Dehuai and his supporters Huang Kecheng [7806 0344 
6134), Zhang Wentian [1728 5113 1131) and others were denounced as an 
anti-party clique. Actually, Peng Dehuai was correct and Mao Zedong's 
anti-rightism was wrong, and it was aleo wrong to denounce Peng, 
Huang, Zhang and others as an anti-party clique. Mao Zedong should 

be mainly responsible for this setback. Naturally, che Party Central 
Committee must also share the responsibilities. At that time, the sup- 
portere of Peng Dehuai consisted of only a minority such as Huang and 
Zhang. Had the open supporters constituted the majority, the situa- 
tion might possibly have been reversed. Therefore, the Party Central 
Committee must also be responsible. 


The "Great Cultural Revolution" 


An even greater setback was the "Great Cultural Revolution" launched 
in the second half of 1966. 


In his anewers to a Yugoslavian reporter, Hua Guofeng said: "The 
party made mistakes in the Great Cultural Revolution, mainly in mak- 
ing unrealistic assessments of the domestic and party situations and 
in adopting erroneous policies and methods of struggle." One may 
affirm that the two pointe mentioned by Hua Guofeng were two serious 
mistakes of the Cultural Revolution. However, he failed to point out 
two other serious mistakes. One was the theoretical mistake: Anti- 
revisionism was launched when even the meaning of revisionism was not 
understood. The other was the organizational mistake: The decision 
to launch the Great Cultural Revolution was made by Mao Zedong per- 
sonally in disregard of democratic centralism and without going 
through the Party Central Committee and the Politburo. 


Mao's Theoretical and Organizational Mistakes 


Hua Guofeng's omission of the two mistakes was very important. In 
regard to Mao Zedong's organizational mistake, if it is not affirmed, 
the responsibility for the 10-year calamity, at least, cannot be 
clarified. Hua Guofeng generalized the issue, feeling that Mao Ze- 
dong's responsibility for the mistake of the "Great Cultural Revolu- 
tion" was limited to his position as the party chairman, while ac- 
tually, hie organizational mistake (just this point alone) was the 
important basis of his responsibility, the main responsibility. As 
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everyone knows, the "Great Cultural Revolution" was "personally 
launched and personally led" by Mao Zedong. At that time, the party 
organizations of all levels were actually in a state of paralysis and 
collapse. There was a slogan which said: "Kick aside the party com- 
mittee and make revolution." Many old cadres were placed under su- 
pervision, or even jailed. Even if they became aware and wished to 
resist the "Great Cultural Revolution,” it would have been by no 
means easy. 


It wae thus with the "Cultural Revolution," and it was more or less 
thue with the movements prior thereto. 


From 1958 to 1976, Mao Zedong's patriarchal style became ever more 
serious, and intra-party democratic life was extremely abnormal, or 
even nonexistent. Secondly, the political movements one after ano- 
ther were mostly initiated by him. Therefore, he must be responsible 
not just because of his chairmanship of the party. 


The Fundamental Reason for the Mistake of the "Cultural Revolution" 


Thirdly, Hua Guofeng did not mention the most fundamental reason for 
the mistakes made by Mao Zedor, in the later period of the "Cultural 
Revolution." He said: "Comrade Mao Zedong became sick in his late 
years. Before his death, his physical condition deteriorated, and he 
had difficulty with speech and movement. The ‘gang of four' took 
advantage of the situation, deceived him and concealed the truth of 
their conspiratorial activities, which could not but seriously in- 
fluence his leadership of the party and the government." The impres- 
sion conveyed by the statement is: Had Mao Zedong remained healthy 
in his late years, the “gang of four" would not have been able to 
deceive or hoodwink him, and the mistakes in the later peciod of the 
"Cultural Revolution" would not have been made, or to such an extent. 
Was Hua Guofeng's view compatible with the practical situation? 


One may say that Mao Zedong's ill health in his late years made it 
easy for him to be hoodwinked, thereby affecting his work. However, 
it was not the fundamental reason for his mistakes. 

What was the fundamental reason? 

One must look for it in his ideology. 

"Leftiem'" and the Savior Idea 

Mao Zedong had indeed been “leftwing" for a long time. The manifes- 
tation of such “leftiem" in political work was the failure to distin- 


guish the enemy and the friend and the two different kinds of contra- 
dictions (though Mao Zedong himself often reminded people to 
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diatinguieh the contradictions within the people and those between 
the enemy and ourselves). Thue, “clase struggles," “continuous revo-~ 
lution,” “reeieting and preventing revietoniem" and “punishing the 
capitaliet roadere” were continuously and arbitrarily launched, re- 
sulting in extremely unfortunate consequences to the state and the 
people. In economic work, it wae manifested in impatience and reck- 
leseness and in overestimating the abilities in violation of the 
objective lawe. Thie has been extensively discussed above. 


In addition, Mao Zedong had, for a long time, entertained the savior 
idea. As early ae in Yanan, he once happily accepted without embar- 
rasement an inecription with the characters “People's Great Savior" 
written on it given to him by the masses. Even though he proposed a 
ban on celebrating the birthdays of leaders and naming places, 
streets and enterprises after them, the whole world knows that "East 
Ie Red,” which referred to Mao Zedong as the “people's great savior" 
and wae contrary to the principle that “there has never been a savior” 
of the "Internationale," was sung throughout the oountry everyday and 
everywhere. Inetead of abhorring and opposing personal worship, Mao 
Zedong's reaction wae basically affirmative. The substance of the 
savior idea was subjectiviem plus personal heroiem. Combined with 
the feudal ideology and the ideology of royal power, the style of 
dictatorship, autocracy, arbitrariness and patriarchy wae created. 


The development of “leftiem" and the savior idea led to four mistakes: 
l. the wrong assessment of the situation prior to the "Cultural Revo- 
lution;" 2. the wrong understanding of revisioniem; 3. the organize- 
tional mistake in deciding to launch the "Cultural Revolution;" 4. 

the wrong policies and methods of struggle adopted in the "Cultural 
Revolution.” All these resulted in the grave error of the "Great 
Cultural Revolution." 


“Leftilem" Fostering “Leftiem" 


Hua Guofeng's emphasise on the “gang of four's"” utilization of the 
“mistakes made by the party” and ite deceipt of Mao Zedong failed to 
explain any ieeve. He never mentioned the real reason for the "gang 
of four'e" ascent to China's political arena and ite arrogance and 
power. Actually, it was inseparable from Mao Zedong's appreciation, 
promotion and protection. The fundamental reason for Mao's high re- 
gard for the gang was hie “leftist” thinking, and the “gang of four" 
wae aleo “leftist.” In mathematics, two minuses make one plus; in 
politice, “leftiem" and “leftiem" foster each other. Naturally, it 
was not the sole reason for Mao's good relationship with the "gang of 
four,” but it was the most fundamental one. 


Though Mao Zedong finally recognized the probleme of the "gang of 
four,” he had no intention to purge them from the Politburo. The 
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veterane of the CCP had long recognised thie point. Deng Liqun indi- 
cated semi-overtly: "Many comrades eaid that the ‘gang of four' pro- 
blem muet be solved. Chairman Mao did mention it, but what he said 
wae that, if it was not solved the firet half of the year, it would 
be solved the second half of the year; if not thie year, it would be 
next year; if not next year, it would be the year after. However, 
when it came to Comrade [Deng) Xiaoping, it wae solved in one sen- 
tence. How does one explain it? The chairman pointed out that Jiang 
Qing had ambitions and wanted to become the chairman of the estate, and 
that the problem was very clear: She wanted to usurp the party. Yet 
hie criticiem of such an individual wae very polite in tone." 


The Suspicion of Avoiding the Vital to Dwell on the Trivial 


Naturally, the CCP high level aleo had a considerable responsibility 
in Mao Zedong's promotion of Lin Biao and the “gang of four" to im 
portant positions. At that time, Mao Zedong followed the partiarchal 
practice on the one hand while, on the other, certain people blindly 
worshipped an individual, taking hie every word as gospel truth, 
raising their hands to show support and acting accordingly. Deng Li- 
qun admitted: "Lin Biao and the ‘gang of four's' rise to power was 
linked with Chairman Mao's mistakes and with his supreme authority. 
With one word, Lin Biao rose; with one word, Comrade Deng Xiaoping 
fell. Such authority wae not falee. On my part, I had long felt 
that Lin Biao was the best successor to the chairman. Therefore, the 
moment the chairman named him the successor, I wae sincerely happy.” 
Lin Bilao had long regarded Liu Shaoqi as an enemy, yet the latter's 
secretary actually felt such a great admiration for him. It indi- 
cated that the number of people in the party deceived by illusions 
was absolutely not small. Nevertheless, Mao Zedong's power, espe- 
clally hie ultraleftwing line and his patriarchal practice, was, 
after all, the fundamental reason for Lin Biao and the “gang of 


four's” rige to power. 


By mentioning only that Mao Zedong was deceived due to ill health, 
Hua Guofeng attended to trifles to the neglect of essentials and ran 
the suspicion of avoiding the important to dwell on the trivial. 





"The Party Line, Generally Speaking, Was Correct?" 


Fourthly, Hue Guofeng summarized the course of the CCP of so many 
years into one point: “The party line, generally speaking, was cor- 
rect.” This summation was also incompatible with reality. 


The summarizing statement has been cited above. The final sentence, 
“the party line, generally speaking, was cerrect,"” was not clear in 
the time concept. The time “generalized” in “generally speaking" 
could possibly refer to the interval “after 1958 and before the Great 
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Culturel Revolution” or after the liberation of the mainland to 1966 
or, a8 @ third possibility, from 1935 on. The choice among the three 
possibilities leaves one baffled. In any case, the statement that 
“che party line, generally speaking, wae correct" ie perhape somewhat 
@ xaggerated. 


What wae the line of the CCP from 1958 to 19667 In the 8 yeare, the 
CCP deviated from the line proposed by the "8th Congress” of 1956. 
On the one hand, not only it failed to shift the emphasia of work to 
construction, but it continued with the clase etruggle recklessly 
(the anti-rightiem and punishment of Peng Dehuai of 1959; the “four 
clean-ups," cleaning up politics, the economy, ideology and organize 
tion, aleo known as the socialist education movement, of 1964, to 
rectify the “capitalist roaders in the party"). On the other hand, 
it violated the principle of seeking the truth from the facts, which 
ie « fundamental Marxist-Leninist principle, and the objective 
economic lawe and launched economic ventures. Such venturousness and 
rashness were “leftwing” manifestations, and such “leftiem" became 
fairly pronounced by 1957. Wae it not “leftwing" to condem several 
hundred thousand as rightiete when they were not so? After 1957, 
every political movement was “leftwing.” In other word, it wae not 
just “leftwing” at one time or in one inetance, but ever more “left- 
wing" step by etep. By the time of the “Cultural Revolution,” it 
developed to “ultraleftiem." Obviously, it was not merely an error 
of tendency, but « mietake of the line. What line? The leftwing 
line. 


The Year 1949, the Beginning of “Leftien" 


When discuesing Mao Zedong's leaning toward the “left,” one should 
actually begin with the founding of the nation. Before then, Mao 
Zedong time and again declared that, after the creation of the new 
China, the capitalist economy quest be permitted to develop for a con- 
siderably long period of time. It wae a view which was compatible 
with the state of the country. To put it gore concretely, under the 
situation where the production force was low, the capitalist economy 
should be permitted to develop to a certain extent and the individual 
economy should be permitted to exist for a considerable period of 
time. It would benefit the development of the national economy, the 
growth of the production force and the improvement of the people's 
living standard. However, after the founding of the PRC, Mao Zedong 
changed his original intent. Disregarding the objective laws and the 
fact that the production force was far behind the production rele- 
tionship, he attempted to change immediately the coexisting situation 
of the private capitalist and the individual economies with the 
state-owned and the cooperative economies. Both the private capital- 
fet and the individual economies were eliminated too hastily, while 


25 














cooperativigation and communiszation were introduced too soon, Like a 
potful of half-cooked rice, the national economy encountered many pro- 
bleme and difficulties. Chinese communist theoretician Zeng Yanxiu 
(2582 1750 0208) made an academic report last year entitled "the 

leeue of the Popularization and Elevation of Marxiem.” The passage 
on the relationship between the CCP and the peasante wae relatively 
matter-of-fact. Though rather lengthy, it 1te worthwhile reading. 


Cooperativization, Communization and Half-Cooked Rice 


"Generally speaking, land reform wae nominally completed in the whole 
country in 1952, but actually it was not completed in South China 
until 1953. However, the decision on cooperativization was made in 
1953. Chen Boda made the announcement: In the ephere of the entire 
country, be they new, old or semi-old liberated areas, cooperativiza- 
tion wae to be introduced by the same method, and elementary agricul- 
tural cooperatives were to be created. At that time, land wae made 
into shares, and some dividends were distributed. With more and 
better land, the middle peasante received some dividend besides the 
labor force. It was called the elementary cooperative. However, the 
new areas at that time were not liberated until after 1949 or 1950, 
and the peasants of more than half of China had just received their 
land. They had barely begun to form an attachment to the land dise- 
tributed to them, and some of them did not even have any feeling of 
attachment, ae land had not yet been distributed to them. Let us 
draw an analogy: The eituation ie the same as when 4 young man has 
not even seen his prospective bride, who hase been referred to him by 
a third party, and he ie asked to father a child the next day and 
change the relationship drastically. The land had not been complete- 
ly dietributed, and the peasants were told to cooperativize. Neither 
the peasante nor the cadres knew what it was all about. The situa- 
tion in the old liberated areas wae different. In the Shaanxi-Ganeu- 
Ningxia region and North China, there wae more than a decade of work 
foundation, and the land iesue had been basically solved. The North- 
east base aleo hed had « history of 4 or 5 years. However, in the 
provinces south of the Changiiang River, when land had barely been 
distributed to the peasants, and the cadres and peasants did not know 
what it wae 411] about, they were told to cooperativize. Elementary 
cooperatives were created in 1953, which were completely transformed 
into advanced cooperatives in 1956. There was no more land dividend, 
and large farm tools, large animale and land were all turned into 
shares and became the property of the cooperative. Inevitably the 
enthusiasm of the middle and well-to-do middle peasants was dampened. 
One cannot blame them for their diesatisfaction. Thereafter, the 
middle peasants were criticized for following the capitalist path. 

It was called the spontaneous force, which wae criticized. When the 
advanced cooperative was not yet consolidated, and some areas etill 


26 ' 




















did not know what it wae all about, communization was launched eimul- 
taneously in the whole country in 19586, JENMIN RIBAO at that time 
made the appeal to ‘eet up the framework promptly,’ saying that, 
while experimenting wae required in other work, it wae not necessary 
for thie kind of work, and all that wae required wae to set up the 
framework promptly. No one knew anything about thie new thing, not 
even ite name, yet, without any experimental unit, communisation was 
suddenly launched in the whole country. Eech covering one route on 
bicycles, the secretary, aseletant secretary and standing committee 
members of some county party committees, and the unit chiefs and 
aesietant chiefs would organize 3 people's communes in | day, and 20 
or 30 communes of an entire county in 2 or 3 days. No one knew just 
what it wae all about. All they knew was to share the rice in the 
large cauldron. They received their grain rations and ate them al) up 
in 2 or 3 gonthe.” 


The Relatively Successful Firet 5-Year Plan 


In the fifties, ase the formulation and implementation of the First 
and Second 5-Year Plane were fairly successful, the national economy 
made a certain development. However, it wae indivisible from assimi- 
lating the Soviet experience. The Soviet experience was not neces- 
sarily correct. For a long time, China copied it and followed the 
Stalin model, and suffered greatly as a result. However, when for- 
mulating the Firet 5-Year Plan, the Soviet experience was indeed 
ueeful. Before ite formulation, Chen Yun [7115 7189] personally went 
to Moscow for inetructione from Stalin. Diecuseing the Soviet expe- 
rience, Staelin eaid: “You are the firet socialist country in the 
East to launch the Firet 5-Year Plan. The success or failure of ite 
implementation will have a great impact on your domestic and interna- 
tional influence. One of the Soviet experience is that, when making 
long-range plans, the target should be set relatively low." Setting 
the target relatively low meant to refrain from reaching beyond one's 
ability and departing from reality, and to leave a margin of safety. 
The CCP Central Committee accepted Stalin's suggestion, and the First 
5-Year Plan was arranged accordingly. While speed was sought, atten- 
tion was given to proportions in planning. When the Second 5-Year 
Plan wae formulated, some margin of safety wae left. The plan comple- 
tion in 1958 wae relatively successful. However, precisely because 
of this, aany people in the party were carried away, and the ambi- 
tious “great leap forward" was launched. Once started, it became 
unmangeable. Long-range planning and objective economic laws were 
brushed aside, and the demand to complete the Second 5-Year Plan in 

2 years was made. On the face, the Second 5-Year Plan appeared to be 
completed in 1958 and 1959, but actually, there were misrepresenta- 
tione. Originally, after the 1959 Lushan Conference, the CCP should 
have read{usted iron and steel production as well as the economy. 
However, the CCP at that time was too hotheaded, claiming that 
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China's steel output would reach 400 million tons within a given num- 
ber of yeare chat the 1959 output would be 40 million tons. Subjec- 
tiviem wae indeed rampant. 


"Leftiem,” the Main Aspect 


In view of the above, one can see that Mao Zedong and the CCP leaned 
toward the “left” in economic work right after the founding of the 
nation, They were also thus in the realm of political ideology. 
Several political struggles of a relatively emall scale were launched 
in thie period, including the movements againet "Gao Gang's [7559 
1511) anti=-party clique," "Hu Feng's [5170 7364) counterrevolutionary 
clique," the "Biography of Wu Xun," the "Study of the ‘Dream of the 
Red Chambere,'" etc. Looked at today, such struggles were possibly 
excessive, not very matter-of-fact, or completely wrong. 


One can thue see that, from 1949 to 1976, Mao Zedong started with 
"“Leftwing” mistakes, continued with a “leftwing" tendency" and deve- 
loped to the “leftwing"” line. Even though the CCP did have some cor- 
rect policies in this period, especially the "8th Congress" line and 
the 8-character policy (readjuseting, consolidating, reinforcing and 
improving) on economic readjustment from 1962 to 1964, such lines and 
policies were short-lived. Relatively speaking, leftwing mistakes 
and leftwing lines constituted the major aspect, and their dominance 
wae relatively long. Even when we begin with 1935 (the Zunyi Confer- 
ence), the situation was basically the same. Relatively serious 
 “Leftwing"” mistakes were also made in the period prior to the found- 
ing of the nation, such ae the Yanan rectification movement, the land 
reform of the old liberated areas, etc. 


Then, how could it be said that "the party line, generally speaking, 
wae correct?" If the situation was truly as described by Hua Guo- 
feng, today's China should be close to a modernized nation. Hua Guo- 
feng's summation would be quite applicable to Yugoslavia. Their 
“party line, generally speaking, was correct." For this reason, 
there is prosperity in today's Yugoslavia. For a long time to come, 
our country will be too far behind to even see its dust. 


IIl. Whitewashing History 
“adequate; Penetrating; Accurate" 


On 14 July this year, the CCP Central Committee called a national 
propaganda work conference in Beijing. When discussing the issue of 
assessing Mao in his speech at the conference, Hu Yaobang [5170 5069 
6721) said: Im regard to Mao Zedong, we must be adequate in listing 
hie merite and penetrating in naming his mistakes. Deng Xiaoping 











also expressed his opinion on the iseue, saying that Mao Zedong 
brought great misfortunes to the party and the state in his late 
yeare. When discussing Mao Zedong's mistakes, he indicated that Mao 
wae severed from three things in his late years, viz., the masses, 
reality, and the collective. We cannot expect Hua Guofeng to be 
“adequate” and “penetrating” in his brief written assesement of Mao 
in anewer to the questions of the Yugoslavian reporter, but I feel 
that he could have been “accurate.” To be accurate means accuracy. 
Hie assesement of Mao was apparently not eufficiently accurate and 
matter-of-fact. Generally speaking, he consciously or unconsciously 
glossed over Mao Zedong's mistakes and the CCP's faults. Actually, 
history cannot be whitwashed, nor Mao Zedong's historical features 
and his merite and mistakes. China has an old saying: Trying to be 
emart only ende up with a blunder. There is also a proverb which 
states: Trying to hide a mistake only makes it more conspicuous. 
Anyone who is not accurate and matter-of-fact when assessing Mao, 
whether negating his merits or concealing his mistakes, is covering 


up the truth of history, or revising it. It will not be ratified by 
the people. 


The foregoing stresses Mao Zedong's responsibilities for the mistakes 
made by the CCP for many years. Though the responsibilities of the 
Party Central Committee and the entire party are mentioned, no ana- 
lysis of the issue has been made. The following are some supplemen- 
tal pointe. 


The Scarcity of Peng Dehuai-Type Figures 


First, the series of mistakes made by the CCP had a strong and direct 
link with ite line error. The “leftiem" of the party line was not a 
transient thing. Why did it fail to arouse comment or extensive 
resistance in the party? In the central government, Peng Dehuai had 
the courage to speak out; at the basic level, Zhang Zhixin [1728 1807 
2450] openly expressed his views. However, individuals like Peng and 
Zhang were too few. If the Peng Dehuai- and Zhang Zhixin-type fi- 
gures constituted the overwhelming majority in the party, would the 
party line have remained for so long in the “leftwing™ quagmire and 
sunk ever deeper? In the history of the CCP of almost 60 years, Wang 
Ming's [3769 2494] "“leftwing" line which caused great damages to the 
party dominated for 5 years, yet Mao Zedong's "“leftwing"™ line was in 
control for around 20 years. Why was it that the 1935 Zunyi Confer- 
ence could end the Wang Ming line which started in 1931, yet Mao Ze- 
dong's “leftwing" line was not abolished until the “gang of four's" 
political coup, some 20 years after the "8th Congress?" Does such 


history not call for deep thinking by each and every member of the 
CCP? 
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Problems in the Party's Organizational System 


Next, the organizational system of the CCP came from the Soviet Union, 
from the Stalin model, yet the Soviet model contained many improper 
things. When the CCP transplanted it, many big problems emerged. 

The unwritten life tenure, for instance, wae a big problem. (In the 
history of the international communist movement, Stalin originated 
life tenure). Some cadres became old and infirm, their thinking 
ossified, and subjectiviem and other negative factors hampered their 
leadership work, yet they still held on to their poste, neither taking 
a leave of absence nor retiring, and causing many problems in work. 

It wae this life tenure which pushed Mao Zedong to the wrong direc- 
tion. Had he retired when he became old and infirm, would it not 
have been a different picture for the party and the state? Though 
many serious defects were revealed in the organizational system of 

the CCP, not many party members demanded reform. Thus, outmoded 
conventions were followed and evil practices were retained. Should 
the CCP not be responsible for them? 


Removing Only Half of a Big Mountain 


Thirdly, the CCP devoted itself to the revolution for several de- 
cades. In the beginning, it was to resist imperialiem, feudalism 
and bureaucratic capitalism. At the founding of the nation, the CCP 
vociferously declared in its propaganda that imperialism, feudalism 
and capitalism (bureaucratic capitalism), the three big mountains, 
had been removed. Actually, only a part was removed for one of them. 
Though land reform was carried out, it remained almost untouched in 
the ideological realm. This big mountain was feudalism. The feudal 
mentality in the party was very strong, which served as the soil for 
patriarchy, despotism, hierarchy, life tenure, bureaucraticism and 
special privileges. The CCP, for many years, only mentioned "elimi- 
nating capitalism," but not feudalism. Naturally, not just one or 
two individuals in the party should take the whole responsibility for 
this mistake. 


The Deification Movement and Patriarchy 


Fourthly, there were some people in the CCP who promoted the person- 
ality cult and vigorously flattered Mao Zedong, hoping to win his 
favor and climb to high places. There were many others who followed. 
When Lin Biao held up the Book of Quotations, everyone followed by 
waving the "Red Treasure Book." Such individual worship and person- 
ality cult deified Mao Zedong even more, aggravating further his 
savior idea and arbitrary practice. 

















The Low Marxist-Leninist Level of the Party 


Fifthly, the Marxist-Leninist level of the entire CCP was not high, 
and mistakes were easily made which were difficult to correct. bBe- 
fore the founding of the nation, Meo Zedong solved a serious of pro- 
bleme in China's revolution with Marxist-Leninist principles. He wae 
then a relatively outetanding Marxist-Leninist in the CCP. However, 
after the founding of the nation, the CCP was unable to solve many of 
the new problems confronting it with the Marziet-Leninist standpoint, 
viewpoint and method. One may say that, even in the seventies, the 
in 


Marxist-Leninist principles. Compared with the Yugoslavian Communist 
Party and Tito, the low Marxist-Leninist level of the CCP would 
appear even more obvious. 


Uneound Party Style and Innumerable Ills 


Sixthly, due to the serious problems existing in the organizational 
system of the CCP, ite party style often became unsound. Bureaucra- 
ticiem and special privileges, in particular, entangled the party 
like ghosts. At the founding of the nation, there was a campaign 
against bureaucraticiem, and the party style improved. However, in 
less than a few years, bureaucraticiem again became widespread. The 
“anti-rightist struggle” had a hundred ille and not one benefit. One 
of the ille was fostering the unsound trend in the party. On the eve 
of the "Great Cultural Revolution,” bureaucraticiem and the practice 
of special privileges further ewelled, producing a strong reaction 
and diesatisfaction among the people. It was one of the objective 
reasons for Mao Zedong to receive euch a powerful response to his 
appeal, initiate the "Cultural Revolution,” and launch indiscriminate 
criticiemes and struggles. 


Judging from the above six aspects, we find that Mao Zedong gust be 
mainly responsible for the series of mistakes made by the CCP in the 
past several decades, while other central leaders, even leaders of 

the various levels, all had their responsibilities to various extents. 
Though it will not be matter-of-fact to cover up the mistakes and 

defects for Mao Zedong, blaming him for all the mistakes will not be 
seeking the truth from the facts either. Such unscientific attitude 


must be opposed. 


Engele had a famous saying: "No matter where it learns from, a great 
clase, juet like a great nation, will learn fastest from the conse- 
quences of the mistakes made by itself." ("Complete Works of Marx 
and Engele," vol 22 p 325). 


Undoubtedly, no matter where it learns the revolutionary principles, 
the CCP will learn fastest from the consequences of the mistakes made 
by Mao Zedong and iteelf. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


LIU SHAOQI'S TALK ON 'MISTAKES' REVIEWED 
Shanghai SHEHUI KEXUE [SOCIAL SCIENCE) in Chinese No 4, 20 Aug 80 p 52-57 


[Article by Zhou Kang [0719 2123), Jiang Zhaoyi [5592 3564 5030], and Jin Wen [6855 
2429) of the Inetitute of Philosophical Research, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences: 
"It Ie Hard for People To Avoid Making Mistakes") 


[Text] "Why Do People Make Mistakes?" was the title of a speech given by Comrade 
Liu Shaoqi in October 1941 at the Central China Party School. 


In view of the lessons on mistakes with regard to our line that we learned several 
times in the history of our party, and for the sake of improving the whole party's 
perception of the Marxist-Leninist ideological line, Comrade Shaoqi applied the 
basic principles of dialectical materialiem and made a careful and exhaustive anal- 
yeie of euch questions as why it is hard for people to avoid making mistakes, how 
people can make fewer mistakes and avoid making big mistakes, and what the correct 
attitude should be toward those who have made mistakes. As we come to review this 
speech of Comrade Shaoqi given 40 years ago, it still refreshes us and also enables 
us to discern that it has an important meaning for use. 


“any Person Is Bound to Make Mistakes" Is an Uncontestable Scientific Dictum 


In his speech, Comrade Shaoqi first of all brought forward the question that every- 
body makes mistakes. He said: "We may say without fear that he who does not make 
any mistake is not a man, and that any person is bound to make mistakes." Why did 
Comrade Shaoqi choose to talk about this question at the time? Because in the 
hietory of our party there were precisely those who called themselves "100-percent 
Bolsheviks” and regarded themselves as the animation of truth, incapable of making 
mistakes. But it was exactly these animators of truth who made mistakes repeatedly 
yet stubbornly refused to admit them, thus bringing great injuries to the cause of 
the party. Therefore, in order to eum up the lessons of history, it was necessary 
firet of all to anewer this question clearly. 


Comrade Shaoqi made the statement “without fear." It fully demonstrated the fear- 
less, thoroughly materialistic spirit of a communist and the theoretical courage in 
daring to declare war on deeprooted traditional concepts. It debunked the whole 
falsehood fabricated by the ruling class in history for the sake of fooling the 
people as to the worship of sages and idols; it debunked the whole myth with which 
those opportuniste within the party attempted, for the sake of hoodwinking party 
members, to propagate superstition with respect to outstanding leaders such as Marx, 
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Engels, Lenin and Stalin; it aleo punctured the muddle~headed concepts of those 
who thought that the higher their rank, the more the truth would be on their side, 
and who thue resorted to superstition about themselves; and at the same time it 
gave o warning to certain obsequious and toady characters, 


The statement made "without fear" by Comrade Shaoqi ie not a dogma. Instead, it 

fe based on a foundation of ecientific analysis and, furthermore, has been proved 
by man's historical practice. In his speech, Comrade Shaoqi said, with Marx and 
Lenin as hie examples: "Some say that Marx and Lenin did not make any mistakes’ 
actually, Marx and Lenin aleo made mistakes of various degrees. If we look at 

th original drafte of their writings, they are often revised in a topsy~turvy 
manner; had chey made no mistakes, why did they need to revise their drafte? In 
the second and third edition of ‘Das Kapital,’ Marx had to make revisions on both 
occasions; and to the very first sentence in the ‘Manifesto of the Communist Party,' 
‘The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles,’ 
Engele later had to attach a footnote." There has been an ancient saying in our 
country which suggested that "not every man is a sage, so how can anyone have no 
faulte?"” This was putting the sage in opposition to the ordinary man, ae if a 

sage was not a man and hence could not make mistakes. In reality, this is the 
superstitious belief of posterity; it was intended as a way of establishing certain 
idols in order to deceive the people and control their thinking. Who can offer 

one man fromthe past and present history of man who has made absolutely no mistakes? 
This is obviously impossible. Objective facts indicate that any correct perception 
hase to be preceded by many erroneous perceptions, and any success has to be pre- 
ceded by many failures. In this sense, as long as one is a man, it will be hard 
for him to avoid making big and emall mistakes. Therefore, Comrade Shaoqi suggested 
that only a dead man no longer makes any mistakes, but a dead man cannot be con- 
sidered a man. Aleo, a man who does not do any work likewise would not make any 
mistakes. But if a man feeds on the people and yet does nothing for the people, is 
he not going to become a walking corpse and be just like a dead man? 


Thie truth as to how any man is bound to make mistakes has always been acknowledged 
by Marxiete. Genuine Marxists harbor no superstition about anyone; nor do they do 
so about themselves. Not only do they avoid talking about mistakes, but they treat 
mistakes from the attitude of seeking truth from facts. However, there are those 
who look upon themselves as Marxists but try very hard to avoid acknowledging the 
above truth; while they have obviously made mistakes, they still stubbornly adhere 
to them. Although some also orally acknowledge that it is always hard for people 
to avoid making mistakes, for the sake of “educating” others they do not include 
themselves among those people! Such comrades all regard themselves as superhuman, 
absolutely correct, and forever correct great theorists, but precisely on this 
point they have fallen into the pit of mistakes, completely deviating from the 
standpoint, viewpoint, and methodology of Marxism. 


Comrade Shaoqi also took a step further in ascertaining from the root sources of 
philosophy the reason why it is hard for people to avoid making mistakes. He said: 
"The reason why it is impossible for people to avoid making mistakes is because 

in practice their subjectivity runs into contradiction with objectivity." Also: 
"The contradiction between subjectivity and objectivity and the fact that subjec- 
tivity often falls behind objectivity are fundamental reasons why man cannot avoid 
making mistakes." 
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Man hae developed through che processes of understanding the world and changing the 
world, According to the Marxist theory of cognition, the world can be perceived, 
but the road of perception is dialectical, tortuous. Because the objective world 
te complicated and complex, even the same kinde of things come out in many forme 
and the same kind of lawe manifest themselves in many ways, while people's percep- 
tion te at the same time constrained by many kinds of conditions. Consequently, 
people's perception of objective thinge always proceeds from ignorance to knowledge, 
from little knowledge to more knowledge. In other words, it always proceeds from 
a partial estate to an overall state, from shallowness to profundity, and from an 
abetract estate to a relatively concrete estate. In a word, it proceede from incor- 
rectness (mistake) to relative correctness. This tortuous course of perception is 
thue reflected in action as apath from repeated failures to eventual victory. 
Therefore, in the course of people's understanding of the world and changing the 
world, contradiction between subjectivity and objectivity constantly occurs; if 
people cannot manage this contradiction well, they are bound to make mistakes in 
their actions. We must never think that subjectivity reflects objectivity. This 
seems "as easy to underetand as turning over the palm of one's hand" or that one 
can "see through it at a glance." After we understand this truism, we are unlikely 
to think we are always right or to resort to subjectivity and domatiem; nor are we 
likely to feel discouraged or downtrodden once we make a mistake. On the contrary, 
mistakes are likely to prompt us to engage in careful investigation and study with 
greater consciousness, and thereby humbly to absorb experience and lessons from 
auch mistakes. 


However, the solution of the contradiction between subjectivity and objectivity is 
not something that we can find once and for all, because the objective world moves 
forward indefinitely. After repeated practice, people's perception of a certain 
specific thing may reach a state of consistency between subjectivity and objectivity, 
but along with this, new situations and new contradictions are likely to emerge. 
Hence, the phenomenon whereby thinking falle behind reality also occurs regularly. 
Precisely because of this, people's perception must likewise develop along with the 
development of objective things; if it becomes stagnant, they are bound to make 
mistakes. Therefore we must cultivate the habit of conducting investigation and 
study, turn it into our working style, adhere to it in a sustained way, take the 
initiative to continuously solve the contradiction between subjectivity and objec- 
tivity, and also rectify the many or few mistakes resulting from this contradiction. 
The great enemy which sabotages our fine working style of resorting to investiga- 
tion and study is none other than pride and complacency. Generally speaking, when 
we find ourselves under difficult conditions, we are often more humble and cautious, 
pay attention to investigation and study, and proceed from reality. Under condi- 
tions of victory, on the other hand, it becomes easy for us to have feelings of 
pride which tend to make us exaggerate the role of individual subjectivity and 
refrain from respecting objective laws. Then, practices of deviating from reality 
and deviating from the masses are likely to be followed. It is precisely then, 

too, that an individual's subjectivity falle far behind objectivity. Falling 
behind is not so bad by itself, but the problem lies in one's unwillingness to 
admit it and to catch up with reality accordingly, while an inclination is shown 
even to think that one is right and that one can do whatever one pleases by oneself. 
Thus, subjectivity parts company with objectivity, and it becomes inevitable for 
one to fall into the pit of idealism and metaphysics and become subject to punish- 
ment by objective laws! Ordinarily, the mistakes that come about because one's 
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subjectivity falle behind objectivity are hard to avoid in the people's course of 
advancing, and they are also relatively easy to rectify. But the mistakes that 
reeult when subjectivity parte company with objectivity because of pride and com- 
placency can be entirely avoided and should be avoided. 


Consequently, we do not harehly require that people never make any mistakes, Just 

as Shaoqi said: "We only ask that people not make mistakes purposely; that they 

not repeat their mistakes; that they not make serious, consistent mistakes on matters 
of principle; and that they make fewer mistakes. We only ask that people courageously 
and speedily rectify their mistakes." 


Comrade Shaoqi's scientific dictum that "any person is bound to make mistakes" is 
in fundamental opposition to the obscurantiem or modern superstition perpetrated 

by Lin Biao and the “gang of four," who purposely exalted the party leader to the 
status of a man of foresight and vision, omniscient and omnipotent, and a man whose 
"every word is truth." The reason why the thinking of certain of our comrades 
becomes petrified is precisely because they are stultified by this suggestion that 
"every word is a truth"; they dare not believe the truth that "any man is bound to 
make mistakes," especially with respect to party leaders. Not only do they bind 
themselves like silkworms within cocoons without knowing it, but they also want to 
restrict and suppress other people's thinking. There is always poor synchronization 
between those comrades and the pace of their time. 





"Any person is bound to make mistakes"; this is an uncontestable scientific dictum. 
Our party hae for several decades paid a bloody price for this, and so it should be 
understood by us today. 


Only by Following the Dialectical-Materialistic Ideological Line Can We Make Fewer 
Mistakes and Greater Contributions 


The purpose of our studying the question that "any person is bound to make mistakes" 
is not to propagate a theory of predestination but to ascertain how can we make 
fewer mistakes and not make big mistakes. Comrade Shaoqi suggested in his speech 
that all men necessarily make mistakes. However, this is not the same as saying 
that there is not truth in the world. Truth is objective; what it designates is 
the norm (law) by which objective things develop. On the one hand, man is under 
the control of, and subject to determination by, natural norms and social norms. 

But on the other hand, what makes man different from other animals is that man can 
master the objective norms of nature and society, possess the mobile function of 
perceiving truth, and achieve the unity of subjectivity and objectivity. Therefore, 
on the one hand we need not avoid recognizing the fact that it is hard for people 

to avoid making mistakes, but on the other hand we must see that people are not 
helpless before objective laws but are capable of perceiving those laws and making 
use of them so as to succeed in making fewer mistakes and greater contributions. 
Such a dialectical-materialistic viewpoint on treating the question of mistakes 
helps to break down such superstitious conceptions as those which seek to deify 
certain people, on the one hand, and to do away with the conception of predestina- 
tion that presupposes people to be capable only of obeying objective laws submis- 
sively, on the other hand. It also points out to us a fundamental means of striving 
to make fewer mistakes and greater contributions. 
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In order to master objective laws and make fewer mistakes, it is not enough to have 
subjective desires. We must also place our perception on the basis of ecientific 
methods, This wae what Comrade Shaoqi pointed out in ifs speech: "Our approach to 
observation ie to proceed from objectivity and not from subjectivity; from the 
developing and not from the static point of view; from the mutual connection and 
comparison of thinge and not from their isolation; and, at the same time, not only 
from the external but also from the internal contradictions of things in observing 
and perceiving those things." This scientific approach is nothing more than the 
principle of seeking truth from facts and our party's dialectical-materialistic 
ideological line. 


What Comrade Shaoqi suggested here as proceeding from objectivity, and not from 
subjectivity, in observing and perceiving things also means that we must perceive 
those things according to their original outlook, and do things according to objec~- 
tive laws. He said: “Although man's actions are subject to control by hie thinking, 
man's actions often run counter to his subjective desires, because things develop 
according to their own norms of development and not because of man's subjective 
desires." Therefore there can only be subjectivity obeying objectivity, and not 
vice versa. But those who are inclined to be subjective always think that man's 
will can be absolutely free and enable him to do whatever he pleases. In the his- 
tory of our party, lessons in this regard have been rather numerous. After the 
First Five-Year Plan was fulfilled ahead of time and the three great transformations 
were basically accomplished, there gradually appeared, under such an unprecedented 
situation of triumph, a tendency to partially exaggerate the mobile function of 
subjectivity. This tendency exaggerated the reaction of the senses into decisive 
action under any circumstances; it exaggerated the thinking of the leaders into a 
substitute for all material power; and it exaggerated the wisdom and zeal of the 
masses into random action irrespective of objective conditions: on this basis, 
certain extreme leftist slogans and policies were put forward. On the surface, 
there seemed to be a situation of great enthusiasm and great activity, but in 
reality, it was a case of fantasy and blind action deviating from reality and 
operating in violation of science and objective laws. It was a reflection of 
idealism. Thereafter, such subjective, idealistic thinking was again saliently 
reflected in the realm of political ideology by ignoring new changes in the class 
situation, repeatedly whipping up turbulent class struggles, resorting unrestrainedly 
to a broadening of class struggle, and substituting class struggle for concrete laws 
in all realms. These historical lessons tell us that in order to give scope to the 
mobile function of man's subjectivity, and to gain freedom of action, we definitely 
cannot just rely on our subjective desired. Such goals can be established only on 
the basis of a perception of inevitability or, specifically, on the basis of a 
perception of objective laws. Otherwise, such freedom constitutes merely a kind 

of blind action. Just as Comrade Shaoqi profoundly expounded: "Only within the 
norms of nature and society can man have prescribed freedom. He cannot have any 
freedom beyond those norms, and there can be no freedom at all without perception 

of such norms." He who lacks this perception is bound to be punished by objective 
laws. During the 10 years of disturbances, did not Lin Biao and the "gang of four" 
make use of this subjective, idealistic tendency with exterior purpose in carrying 
out their sinister activities? 


In order to observe and perceive things from objectivity and not from subjectivity, 
it is also necessary to carry out specific, concrete analysis about specific, 
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comerete thinge; otherwise, we will etill be liable to make subjective mistakes, 
Juet ae Comrade Shaoqi pointed out, the method of thinking of some of our comrades 
ia not one of “Looking at probleme in a concrete manner" but of "proceeding from 
concepts,” “Looking at probleme in a general way." The order of their perception 

in turned upeide down, proceeding not firet from the specific to the general, and 
then again from the general to the specific, but proceeding, inatead, from the 
general, and substituting the general for the specific. They fail to understand 
that “all things are epecific, or concrete, because all contradictions are specific, 
or concrete; there are no so-called general things in the world." Nor do they under- 
stand that only the specificity of contradictions constitutes the foundation of our 
perception of things. Therefore, since they are unable to correctly perceive things 
from the combination of the generality and specificity of contradictions, they often 
grasp the former while abandoning the latter. Consequently, it ie necessary for us 
to reverse thie order of their perception, which has been turned upside down. 


On thie question, people have for a long time formed an erroneous conception, as if 
the univereality, commonality, and generality of contradictions can both exist apart 
from the epecific’ty, individuality, and concreteness of contradictions and also 
encompass the specificity, individuality, and concreteness of all contradictions, 
end even take their place. Such an erroneous conception obviously rune counter to 
the dialectical viewpoint of Marxiem. Lenin clearly pointed out: "Individuality, 
definiteness, and generality exist in relation to one another. Generality can 
exiet only among individualities and through individualities.” He also pointed out: 
“Any generality only roughly includes all individual things; any individuality cannot 
be entirely included in @ generality." What Comrade Shaoqi mentioned as general 
character “is only one aspect of a thing, and not the totality of that thing.” This 
{ie conetetent with the statements of Lenin. Therefore, if we look at problems 
merely from their general character and from concepts, it will be impossible for us 
to really perceive the essence of diversified concrete things. Such an approach 

can only lead people to the pitfall of static, abstract, shallow study, taking 
theory as something petrified or wilted. 


Then how are we going to perceive the epecificity of things? Comrade Shaoqi sum- 
marized thie in the following passage: “It is necessary to perceive the specificity 
of a contradiction during a definite time, in a definite space, and under definite 
conditions, and to perceive the internal structure and internal connections of this 
contradiction, its totality, ite past, ite present and future, its inevitable path 
abead and accidental path ahead--i.e., the concrete state of this contradiction.” 

In other words, it is necessary for us to analyze a contradiction concretely and 
historically, all depending on time, place, and conditions. 


The reason why the thinking of some of our comrades has become petrified is, in 

terme of the philosophical root source, precisely because such a method of thinking 
deviates fromreality and violates the practice of analyzing contracictions concretely 
and historically. Looking back at the history of our party, such petrification of 
thinking has appeared many times in different forms. The leftist cogmatiem of the 
1930's, the extremely exaggerated mobile function of subjectivity and “left” devia- 
tion in the work of the late 1950's, the 111 effects of modern superstition insti- 
gated by the sinister plot of Lin Biao and the “gang of four" during the 10-year 
disturbance, the viewpoint of the two “whatevers" after the smashing of the "gang 

of four,” and the various manifestations of opposition to practice as the only 
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eriterion for teating truth: «11 of these have been closely connected with this 
metaphyeical method of thinking. And among these manifestations, the most dominant 
has been to freeze Marxiem-Leniniem and Mao Zedong Thought into unchangeable dogmas 
and not take them ae a guide to action, not atudy and apply them in combination 
with apecific conditions and the concrete development of history. Whatever is not 
said in the book, nobody would dare to say or to think about; everything that is 
said in the book, on the other hand, te honored as golden rules, and nobody dares 
to deviate even slightly from them, even if they are proved by practice to be 
erroneous, no longer applicable, or subject to a new development in connection 

with actual conditions. Such petrification of thinking may be reflected in a 
rightist form or it may be reflected in a “leftist” form; however, that which has 
for a long time been stubbornly adhered to by theese comrades within our party often 
coneista of certain "left" and extremely leftiet stuff, which they contrarily regard 
ae “revolution.” Thie is a question which must command our especial attention. 


On the question of opposing the petrification of our thinking, promoting the emanci- 
pation of our thinking, and insisting on the four principles, we need to conduct 
concrete and historical analyses about the four principles; we cannot treat them 
from an abstract, static point of view. On the one hand, there is a need to return 
to order from the disorder caused by the distortion of the four principles by the 
extreme leftist line of the “gang of four,” but on the other hand, along with the 
advance of history, the four principles are bound to have a more accurate and 4 
richer content. For example, in the case of the theory of scientific socialien, 
when Marx and Engels founded it they still had no practice in this regard; after 
Lenin and Stalin carried out their practice in the Soviet Union, ite content became 
gareatiy enriched. After another 30 years of China's positive and negative experi- 
ences and lessons in building soctaliem, our perception of socialiem has become 

even more profound. Hereafter, it can be readily believed that in the new historical 
period, our perception of socialism will aleo become more concrete through our 
practice and through our exploration of the laws of socialist development. There- 
fore, if our understanding of the four principles is enenared in certain erroneous 
propaganda of the “gang of four” or the past, it is of course incorrect. Neither 

ie it correct, however, if we think that, after our return to order from disorder, 
our perception can again become static or stagnant. If we fail to apply or develop 
in conjunction with concrete historical conditions the relevant principles expounded 
in Marxiam-Leniniem-Mao Zedong Thought, but only cling to certain “definitions” and 
“eoncepts and exploit them in arbitrary use everywhere, this would aleo be incorrect, 
because all this would be but a reflection of the petrification of our thinking. 
Therefore, if we really wish to insist on the four principles, whether in connection 
with a return to order from disorder or in connection with a specific, concrete 
application and development of the principles of Marxiem, it is necessary for us to 
continue to emancipate our thinking. Of course, we must also make clear that advo- 
cating the emancipation of our thinking is decidedly not advocating "free" will; 
emancipation means enabling our thinking to break through such petrification, from 
various subjectivities, and thereby advance along with the forward movement of his- 
tory. Both the aim and the ultimate destination of the emancipation of our thinking 
should be to bring our thinking more in line with the laws of the development of 
objective things. 





Therefore, when we observe anything we must carry out concrete and historical 
analyses and dialectically unify the universality and the specificity of the 











attendant contradictions, Thie will enable ue to perceive the essence of 4 thing 
and master the lawa of ite development, on the one hand, and to continue to enrich 
and develop our perception of the universality of the material world so that we can 
more accurately guide our concrete practice, on the other hand, To eum up, only 

by following euch « dialectical-materialietic path of perception can we really 
emancipate ourselves from the petrification of our thinking and thus make fewer 
miatakes and greater contributions on our way to revolution and construction, 


A Communtet's Fundamental Attitude in Treating the Question of Mistakes Ie Seeking 
Truth From Facts 


Comrade Shaoqi divided mistakes into two categories, according to different causes: 
one category coneiete of contradictions arising between subjectivity and objectivity 
because of subjectivity's falling behind objectivity; the other category consists 

of contradictions between subjectivity and objectivity resulting from the irrelevance 
of etandpoint, viewpoint, and methods. The former category ie hard for anyone, 
including theoriete or practitioners at the highest levels within or outside the 
party, to avoid; the latter category, however, is something different and, insofar 

as we compuniete are concerned, it should be avoided and we can also strive to avoid 
it. But in either case, once « mietake is made, we must do our beset to correct it. 

We Communists should especially do eo. Comrade Shaoqi put it well: "Man has developed 
precisely through such processes of continuing to make mistakes and continuing to 
correct mistakes." Therefore, in order to enable ourselves to move ahead and our 
cause to develop, we muet not be afraid of making mistakes, and still less of cor- 
recting mistakes! In order to achieve thie, the key lies in seeking truth from facta; 
we must adopt euch an attitude both toward our own mistakes and toward other people's 
mistakes. 





Between dealing with our own mistakes and other people's mistakes, it ie more impor- 
tant to deal with our ow. mistakes by seeking truth from facts. This is even more 
true for comrades who have positions of leadership. 


For a communist, to be courageous enough to admit and expose one's own defects and 
mistakes is a requirement of his party character, 4 reflection of the party's high 
sense of responsibility toward the people, and «a reflection of his personal frankness 
and lack of reserve. However, if a man lacks a dauntless, thorough materialistic 
spirit, it will be very hard for him to achieve thie. Lenin said: "The attitude 
that a political party takes in regard to ite own mistakes is the most important 

and the most reliable yardstick for measuring whether or not that party is really 
fulfilling ite obligation toward ite own class and laboring masses" ("Selected Works 
of Lenin,” Vol 4, p 213). This famous passage obviously aleo applies to every commu- 
niet. Comrade Shaoqgi set a good example for us in thie regard. In certain articles 
and speeches during his lifetime, Comrade Shaoqi more than once publicly examined 

the defects and mistakes in his own work. He said earnestly: In a spirit of self- 
critictem, I should make public #11 of these mistakes of mine, to the fullest extent 
that I underetend them, and I should deliver them to the party members and the masses 
ae the party's internal teaching materials. I should also resolutely struggle against 
these mistakes on the basis of the party line. He maintained that thie is a respon- 
sibility every comrade who has made mistakes must fulfill. From these facts, we can 
see that Comrade Shaogi's article “Why Do People Make Mistakes?" also includes his 
own personal experience and lessons while summing up the party's experience and 








lessons. It wae intended not only to educate others, but aleo to educate himsel!. 
Such an attitude of seeking truth from facte in treating hie own mistakes cannot 
but deeply move us. 


However, not everyone within our party ranks can do thie. There are those who would 
avoid talking about their mletakes; there are those who would embellish their errore 
and drese up their wrongdoings; there are those who would sing their own praises to 
suggest that they have alwaye been correct; there are those who attribute 411 merite 
to themselves and relegate 411 mistakes to others; and there are thoee who, in the 
face of victory, feel @o proud that they cannot tolerate a single ounce of criticiam. 
In the pereon of these comrades we have lost the most precious epirit of self-criti- 
clem of a Marxiet-Leniniet party and have lost the actentific attitude of seeking 
truth from facte in treating our own mistakes, History hase more then once revealed 
to we thie fact: because feudalietic ideas etill exiet in the minds of certain 
leading cadres of our party, with the result that in the face of their own mistakes 
they lack the apirtt of self-criticitem, thie hase led to a breakdown of democratic 
centraliem within the party, hee made it impossible to develop normally the criti- 
clam of those above by those below, hae caused the enthueiaem and creativity of the 
party members and the masses to be subject to suppression, and hae made a feudalistic, 
patriarchal working style grow within the party ranks. In such an atmosphere, people 
dare not « the truth and dare not express different opinions. The habit of 
regarding “the superior ae alwaye right" and “the book as alwaye right" begins to 
prevail, and idealiem and metaphysice aleo begin to spread. The ultimate aftermath 
of thie development ie bound to be the emergence of personal dictatorship or oligar- 
chic autocracy within the party. Such conditions would provide ambitious characters 
and sinieter plotters with opportunities to practise their trade. They would cringe 
and flatter, do what they are expected to do, create personal superstition, propa- 
gate without restraine thie kind of vulgar, corrupt working style, and thereby cause 
the disintegration of our party. This shows that, ineofar as 4 party or a party's 
leading cedres are concerned, once the epirit of self-criticiem ie lost and the 
individual in question cannot treat hie own mistakes by seeking truth from facts, 

he te bound to lose hie credibility in the eyes of the people and in the eyes of 

the party. If thie were allowed to develop, nothing elee could result except the 
destruction of our great cause. 


We who te unable to treat hie own mistakes correctly is likewise liable to be unable 
to treat the mistakes of his comrades correctly. Within our party there have always 
been two contrasting principles in treating this question: one is the principle of 
“learning from past mistakes to avoid future ones, curing the sickness to save the 
patient’; the other is the principle of the so-called “cruel struggle, relentless 
attack.” Ae for the fascist method of political frameups on the basis of trumped-up 
charges and factionaliem within the same party, as practised by Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four,” that is e#till a question of an altogether different nature. Comrade 
Shaoq! always insieted on an attitude of seeking truth from facts in treating others 
ae well ae in treating himself, and under this principle he advocated treating him- 
self more etrictly while treating others with leniency. He resented very such the 
cruel, excessive struggles practised by the leftist opportuniste. 





Comrade Shaoqi suggested that one must put oneself in another person's place and 
obeerve o problem from various angles. When a party member makes a mistake, he 
himeelf ie of course responsible and cannot keep passing the buck or shift it to 














objective causes. But a6 4 party organiam, ae 4 leader and « comrade, hie attitude 
should alwaye be one of seeking truth from facte when analysing party members’ mis- 
takes. in an environment of complicated etruggle, in particular, simplification 
cannot be attespted, by stressing putting oneself in another pereon's place, Comrade 
Shacq! meant precisely for one to compare one's own heart with the heerte of others, 
to place oneself in the environment of others, eo a8 to experience and examine the 
conditions at the time the mietakes were made, and thereby to put oneself in other 
people's places and do some thinking on their behalf. In so doing, clear analyses 
muet be made ae to which mistakes were due to probleme of subjectivity by the persons 
involved, and which ones resulted from objective conditions; which ones should be 
the responeibility of the collective, and which ones resulted from individual arbi- 
trary actions; which ones came about because of execution of directives from above, 
and which ones resulted from their own doing. After the causes and nature of such 
probleme are mde clear, a warm attitude should then be adopted in helping the 
comrades understand their mistakes and correct their mistakes, thus demonstrating 
the party's warmth, care, and education in respect to the comrades, We should under- 
atand that the ai@ of criticiaing or liquidating the mistakes of a given comrade is 
entirely to clarify our thinking and unify 411 our comrades; to learn lessons from 
these [mietaken), educate our comrades, and take such mistakes as the wealth of the 
whole party. “he purpose is not to use them as 4 pretext to cause the downfall or 
death of that «iven comrade. 


Comrade Shaoqi aleo suggested that one must observe a problem objectively and not 
confine onesel to one's own standpoint. When comrades within the party make mis- 
takes, theire .« a situation fundamentally different from that of the plotters and 
embitious charactere who have eneaked into the revolutionary ranks Therefore we 
muet allow the cadres to make mistakes and aleo allow them to correct their mis- 
takes. The emhasie that Comrade Shaoqi placed on our not confining ourselves to 
our own standpoint was to educate the whole party not to base ourselves on "our 

own todividual etandpoint” in terme of personal gratitudes or grievances, personal 
likes or dielicee, and personal gains or losses, and thus not to substitute personal 
feelings for policy. Inetead, we should base ourselves on the party's standpoint, 
the party's character, and the party's policies. This was originally a fine long- 
standing tradicion of our party, but some of our comrades often took their own will 
ae the etandar! of right and wrong. Whether you were correct or mistaken, so long 
as your conduct did not suit those comrades’ will, so long as you ‘ailed to follow 
the mold they sad conceptualized, you would be subject to exclusion and attack. 
Political labele such eas rightist would aleo be attached with the slightest excuse. 
In reality, their own conduct might not have been correct, and the conduct of others 
might not have been mistaken. In worse cases, one would develop one's own individual 
standpoint to the extreme, substitute a private motive for public cause, pile insult 
upon injury, exaggerate or fabricate the mistakes of comrades at random, and thereby 
frame such comrades. Such examples deviated infinitely farther from the principle 
of seeking truth from facts. The individual standpoint of such people had acutally 
already been converted to the side of our class enemies. During the 10-year distur- 
bance, some of our comrades based themselves precisely on such individual standpoints, 
and they often resorted easily to persecuting their comrades to death. This was 
mainly because they were fooled by the "gang of four"; these comrades themselves 
should carefully eum up their experience in this regard. 


Ae we come once more to read Comrade Shaoqi's article “Why Do People Make Mistakes?" 
we feel especially close to him, but we also experience pain and regret. On the 
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question of how to correctly Creat mistakes, we have had both the painful lessons 

of the 1930's, 1950's, and 1960's and the good experiences gained during the period 
of rectification in Yanan in the 1940's, With euch positive and negative aspects 

of our experience, we are bound to be able to do better from now on, Revolutionaries 
are good at learning from their mistakes, As Engele said: "A great clase ie like 

a great people; it can learn from the results of ite own mistakes faster than from 
any other aspect” ("Selected Works of Marx and Engele," Vol 4, p 285). As long as 
we absorb lessons from our mistakes in the manner of seeking truth from facts, and 


ae long ae we correct our mistakes in the manner of seeking truth from facts, our 
future te bound to be full of hope and brightness. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


TRIAL OF LIN BIAO, JLANG QING DISCUSSED 
HK170327 Hong Kong TUNG HSIANG in Chinese No 25, 16 Oct 80 pp 4-6 


[Article by Chu Chung-yi: "Sixty Charges in the Lin Biao-Jing Qing Case") 





[Text] "The whole town is talking about the Lin-Jiang case." This sentence 
ie the most appropriate description of Beijing's current atmosphere. 


Following the conelusion of the third session of the Fifth NPC, taking advan- 
tage of Beijing's atmosphere of favoring the promotion of democracy and the 
legal system, the NPC Standing Committee immediately held a meeting which 
decided to set up special procuratorate and a special court to prosecute and 
try the defendants in the case. This is the most important case since the 
founding of the PRC and will also be the CCP's first trial of disgraced 
political opponents. This case has caused a sensation throughout the country 
and attracted worldwide attention. Therefore, this case has made a deeper 
impression on Beijing residents. 


I left Guangzhou for Beijing by a civil airline Trident. When | arrived in 
Beijing, the city was already in the dusk of the evening. After checking in at 
a hotel, I left the hotel in a hurry to visit my friend. Out of my concern 

for the Chinese political situation, I was eager to find some answers to the 
following questions? Ie there any undisclosed inside information about the 

NPC Standing Committee's decision to hold open trials of the Lin-Jiang case? 

Is there any new development? 


After entering my friend's house, I discovered a group of people. I was told 
that they were my friend's fellow workers who had dropped in for a chat. Bosom 
friends always drop into each other's houses for a chat. This is a common 
practice established after the Cultural Revolution. 


Although I was a guest from afar, they did not look ill at ease in my presence. 
This was because they are intellectuals who are concerned with the political 
ei* ‘on. After exchanging a few words of greeting with one another, we 

natu: .y changed the subject to the Lin-Jiang case. 


They said that Public Security Minister Zhao Cangbi personally presided over 
the pre-trial of the 10 principal defendants in the case, which began last 
April. During the NPC session in early September, this case was turned over to 
the Supreme People's Procuratorate for the purpose of starting a prosecution 
against the defendants. 
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To etate succinctly, the Pulbic Security Ministry has charged the 10 principal 
defendants with che following four major counte: 


1) sedition and conspiracy to overthrow the political power of proletarian 
dictatorship; 2) frame-up and persecution of party and state leaders and 
usurpation of party leadership and state power; 3) persecution and suppression 
of cadres and the masses of people and praatice of a fascist dictatorship; 
and 4) plotting to murder Mao Zedong and engineer a counterrevolutionary 
armed rebellion. According to a special bill of indictment, there are 60 
charges against the 10 principal defendants including conclusive evidences 

of the major crimes directly committed by them, 


On the four major counte of major crimes, all 10 principal defendants are 
charged with the first three and the second half of the fourth. The Jiang Qing 
clique is not accused of plotting to murder Mao Zedong. The special procura- 
torate led by ite director Huang Huogqing is examining the 60 charges in order 
to file charges in the special court. Following the special procuratorate's 
examination, if evidence of some of the 60 charges is found to be insufficient, 
such charges will be dropped. However, it is also possible that the special 
procuratorate will also bring new charges against them after ite examination. 
It is believed that everything will be clear when the trials open. 


Beijing's judicial circles disclosed that following the special court's 
acceptance of the special procuratorate's bill of indictment, it is estimated 
that a court session will open in the middle 10 days of this month. The trials 
are echeduled to last 1 month and will close at the end of November. 


.»..lt was very warm in the emall house. Some of the friends talked about what 
they had heard and some gave their own views. It was a lively discussion with 
everybody trying to get a word in. We were all in an unconstrained atmosphere. 
All of us were very interested in the following subject: of the 10 principal 
defendants, with the exception of Jiang Tengjiao, Jiang Qing, Zhang Chunqiao, 
Yao Wenyuan, Wang Hongwen, Chen Boda, Huang Yongsheng, Wu Faxian, Li Zuopeng 
and Qiu Huizuo were all persons of weight whose crimes are inexpiable. However, 
Jiang Tengjiao seemed to be a nobody as compared with the above nine principal 
defendants. He was just a political commissar of the Fourth Air Force stationed 
in Jiangsu and Zhejiang and was also just a political commissar of the Nanjing 
Air Force. His political status was far below the illustrious positions those 
nine held when they were running rampant. How does he come to be numbered 
among the 10 principal defendants? Nobody can figure this out. The only 
explanation can be that he was in direct command when Lin Biao and Jiang Qing 
planned to launch an air attack on Mao Zedong's train during his tour of 

south China; this would enhance Jiang Tengjiao's negative political status. 


I said: "I feel that the name of Jiang Tengjiao has been changed to someone 
else, which might be more appropriate." 


"Who?" "Correct, Mao Yuanxin's several friends seemed to exclaim simultaneously. 
People find it interesting that Mao Yuanxin is not numbered among the 10 
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principal defendants, However, the fact that Mao Yuanxin is not included among 
them certainly does not mean that this gentleman can remain at large. According 
to « well-informed friend, he will be tried with Sun Yuguo and others in the 
Shenyang Municipal Higher People's Court, 


it lw the firet time in 30 yeare that the NPC Standing Committee has organized 
a special court to try a case, In future, the heavy burden of specifically 
trying the case will fall on Zeng Hangzhou and Wu Xiuquan, presidents of the 
number one anc number two courte. 


According to my information, Zeng Hangzhou is a veteran political and legal man 
in the CCP. In 1950 he was appointed director of the administrative office of 
the supreme people's court. After that he was president of the number one 
criminal court of the supreme court for rather a long time, during which he 
handled innumerable major criminal cases from all parte of the country, thus 
gaining abundent experience. He is said to be an upright man who persiste in 
principles, and is also well-versed in the law, with sharp intelligence and 
eloquence. Therefore, although those on trial before him include the fiery 
Jiang Qing and the sinister Zhang Chungiao, while this is the first trial of 
ite kind to be held in China, it is believed that he will be able to handle 
the matter well. People in judicial circles say that the confrontation 
between him and the fiery woman Jiang Qing will be absorbing. 





Wu Xiuquan is aleo an extremely appropriate choice for trying Huang Yongsheng 
and the other military figures. Wu's qualifications go back a long way; 
during the period of the Cunyi conference, he was an interpreter at the Polit- 
buro conference, He is a talented son of the army, who is familiar with both 
military and legal affaires and should be adequately equipped to deal with 
Huang Yongsheng and the others. 


People are watching and waiting for the opening of the trial of the Lin-Jiang 
case with great excitement. What then do they think of the CCP's decision 
to try the case? 


Cenerally speaking, there are three points: 


iret, it assuages the people's anger. During the 10 years of the Cultural 
Revolution, Lin Biao, Jiang Qing and company worked hand in glove, caused great 
misery and suffering, and committed innumerable crimes. It is really intolerable 
that this bunch of savage and bestial counterrevolutionary criminals should 
merely be arrested according to CCP custom, interrogated separately, and go 

on enjoying good food and comfortable quarters costing 200 yuan a month. How 
then could the millions of souls they persecuted to death be faced? What 

would be the use of talking about strictly observing state law and promoting 
uprightness? 


Secondly, it shows determination to strictly enforce the legal system. The 
CCP has talked a lot in recent years about strengthening the legal system. 
Frankly speaking, the results of carrying it out really fall short of people's 
wishes. A number of cadres who have clearly committed crimes are still merely 
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punished by a werning or party dieciplinary action. This causes a Lot of talk 
among the people. This is obviously placing party members and cadres above 
the masees, #0 how can it be said that “everyone ie equal before the law?" 
Trying the Lin-Jiang case proves with facts the determination of the central 
authorities that nobody, no matter how high hie position, can expect to escape 
punishment by state law if he commits a crime, 


The people of Beijing are particularly pleased and surprised that the special 
court hae decided that the trial of the Lin-Jiang case will be a public one. 
This te because ever since the CCP revealed 2 years ago that the Lin-Jiang 
case would be tried, it was alwaye said that the trial would be held in camera 
because state secrets were involved, and only the final verdict would be 
published, This original intention was eventually changed at the NPC Standing 
Committee meeting. This probably has something to do with the assault by the 
tide of democracy at the NPC. 


Apart from that, XINHUA director Zeng Tao's answer to a reporter's question at 
hie presse conference in which he said that the trial of Lin Biao, Jiang Qing 
and company would be held according to law was also very popular. This is 
because he virtually negated Hua Guofeng's prediction made to the British 
writer Green 1 year ago that they would not be condemned to death. This shows 
that the CCP now understands that it is improper to substitute words for law 
and policy for law. Can this not be described as a step forward? 


Of course, it is still too early to say that trying the Lin-Jiang case is a 
hallmark of establishing people's democracy and the legal system in communist 
China, We will have to go on awaiting proof of that from facts. This is be- 
cause in this public trial, the degree of "public" will still be limited; only 
provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions, democratic parties, popular 
bodies and the PLA will be allowed to send representatives to listen to the 
trial. The local masses will not be able to enter the special court on a 
"firet come firet served" basis. However, no matter what, it is clearly a 
pleasing step forward towards democratization and establishment of a legal 
system to progress from a secret or military court trial to a semi-public one 
and from deciding cases according to policy to judging crimes according to law. 


Thirdly, Lt signifies progress from political strife to civilization. Most 
people living abroad would agree with the above two points, but the writer 

had not thought about the question of political strife and civilization. 

The people of Beijing, living in the capital, have come to feel profoundly 
from the events of the past 30 years, from the Gao-Rao incident, the anti- 
rightist movement, the Peng Dehuai incident, the incident of Peng, Luo, Lu 

and Yang, and the Liu Shaoqi case right up to the Deng Xiaoping case of opposi- 
tion to the rightist wind of reversal of verdicts, and from the storms and 
savage political strife in the councils of the CCP: when a bigshot is toppled, 
the matter is kept a close secret, and people can only gain some gleaning of 
what has happened from scanning the lists of names attending a reception or a 
funeral. The loser has no chance to make a self-defense or explanation of what 
happened and the rights and wrongs of the matter, so the masses are kept even 
more in the dark. This cannot but give people the impression that "the winner 
ie king and the loser is a bandit." A socialist state system that stresses 
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that ic te far more civilized that the capitaliat system actually remains in the 
barbaric conditions of feudal society on the question of political etrife. 
Should thie not cause people deep reflection? 


The 10 principal defendants of the Lin-Jiang case are now to be tried, and 
the other criminals involved will be tried by local courte in the provinces 
and municipalities. Although the trial will be only semi-public and despite 
the fact that pre-trial preparations have been carried out in many respects, 
the masees will anyway have another opportunity to view these people after 
their fall and to listen to their expositions (whether true or false). This 
ie the firet time this has happened in the history of the CCP. In addition 
the defendants will aleo be allowed to engage lawyers and request that others 
give testimony for them. Ie this too not a great step forward, compared with 
the past? 





The CCP completed the peaceful transfer of cabinet power at the third session 
of the Fifth NPC, and afterwards rapidly issued a decision on trying the 
Lin-Jiang case, These two major affaires will have far-reaching influence in 
the hietory of the development of the CCP. 


At the national day banquet this year, Premier Zhou Ziyang expanded on the 
previous content of buidding a powerful modern socialist state. He formally 
proclaimed "building a modern socialist state with a high level of democracy 
and civilization," adding the words "high level of democracy and civilization." 
There is indeed great significance in these woids. 


CSO: 4005 


47 





PARTY AND STATE 


REMNANTS OF FEUDALIST THINKING MUST BE ABOLISHED 
Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 12 Aug 80 p 3 


[Article by Wei Keming [7614 0344 2494]: '"Pernicious Influence of Patri- 
archiem Must Not Be Overlooked") 


[Text] Our present discussion of patriarchiem and the person who lays down 
the law is directed at the manifestation of the pernicious influence of 
feudal patriarchiem in our family life, social life, as well as inner-party 
life. Then, what is the substance of feudal patriarchism? How has it 
changed over the past few years? What are the various measures taken to 
defend patriarchism? 


Feudal patriarchism is a reflection of feudal autocracy, special privilege 
mentulity, and hierarchy in a family. The head of a family has absolute 
power. His words are regarded as the “infallible rule" ("Golden Rule") 

which members of a family should unconditionally obey; under no circumstances 
can it be violated. When Mengyizi asked about filial piety, Confucius said: 
"Do not disobey." ("The Analects of Confucius.") Mencius also pointed out 
that "to obey means filial piety," using specific examples. They also stated 
that the head of a family, when he has made a mistake in words or deeds, 

may be subject to remonstration, just as officials in the feudal times did 
toward the monarchs. Then what can we do if the remonstration is ignored? 

To an emperor, "one who has remonstrated three times but has failed must 

run away" (Han Fei felt that to run away also meant guilt; he really deserved 
execution); to the head of a family, “one who has pleaded thrice without 
success cannot but cry loudly and obey" ("The Book of Rites"). That is the 
way it was. A variety of "rites" were formulated by the feudal ruling class 
so as to disguise patriarchism with a veneer of logical. To obey the head 

of a family unconditionally was thus described as the norm of human conduct. 


In order to give the head of a family undisputable power, the feudal ruling 
class, aside from formulating a set of family rules and disciplines and a 
variety of "rites," utilized the invisible shackles of feudal blind worship 
to fix people's conduct. They spread lies by telling people that there are 
heaven and hell, and the law of causation. They said that if the children 
of a family should disobey the order of the patriarch, they would sink into 
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a hell beyond redemption after death; on the contrary, if they obeyed in 
every respect, not only would they be rewarded after death, but miracles 
could also take place immediately. For instance, one who lay on the ice 
could get fish from it, or one who cried at the bamboo could see the bamboo 
shoots grow. In the preliberation period, many families enshrined and 
worshiped the sacred tablets of ancestors. This meant that, as the head 

of a family, a deceased could still be enshrined to issue orders to exercise 
his remaining influence. 





Why should the power of the patriarch be strengthened this way? In feudal 
society, the family was a unit of production and livelihood, on the basis 

of the emall-scale peasant economy which was the social foundation of feu- 
dalistic rule. The feudal dynasty depended mainly on the system of political 
power to rule the people, yet the system of clan authority was also indis- 
peneable. They alwaye put "governing a nation" and "governing a family" on 

a par, and regarded the latter as the foundation of the former. It is said 
in "The Great Learning" that "those who would order their national life 

must set ebout ordering their home life...The ordering of national life 
depends on the regulation of one's home life, and the restoration of peace 

in the world depends on ordering national life." They went all out to 
strengthen the authority of the head of the family for the purpose of unifying 
the country by commanding thousands upon thousands of families through the 
patriarchs. It is thus obvious that, in essence, the power of the head of 

the family was an extension or incarnation of the absolute imperial authority. 
As other feudal systems, patriarchiem has seriously injured the people, par- 
ticularly women, physically and mentally, stifled their intelligence and 
wisdom, dampened their enthusiasm for production, and restricted the devel- 
opment of social productivity. The protracted stagnation of feudal society 
in China is inseparable from the existence of patriarchism. 


The feudal economic foundation and political system were abolished following 
the victory of the new democratic revolution. The socialist reform and 
socialist construction that were carried out immediately after that have 
prepared the ground for abolishing patriarchism. In December 1958, the 
"Resolution on a Number of Problems Concerning People's Communes" adopted 

by the Sixth Plenary Session of the Eighth Party Central Committee, stated: 
"We advocate abolishing the unreasonable patriarchiem left over by history 
and developing a democratic and united family life." The person who lays 
down the law has carried out some criticisms of patriarchism and lessened 
its influence to a certain extent; therefore we cannot say that patriarchism 
has been retained intact. 


It is, of course, not possible by means of a document or a few movements to 
completely eliminate the deep-rooted patriarchism and the person who lays 
down the law. It is a protracted and tortuous process of struggle during 
which there may be minor reverses as well as major setbacks. The 10-year 
period of the "Great Cultural Revolution" was a major setback. During that 
time, patriarchiem and what I say goes reached their limits. 
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The patriarcniem incited by Lin Biao and the "gang of four" can be traced 

to the same origin as feudal patriarchism, as both of them were designed 

to carry out a policy of obscurantism, to strive for a personality cult, 

and to foeter special personal privileges. Yet, aside from carrying forward 
feudal autocracy, they also inherited a fascist legacy. It may be said 

that theirs wae a combination of the Chinese and the West which was bound 

to have new features of its own, 


What they mainly utilized to safeguard patriarchiem and the person who lays 
down the law was not the feudal blind worship but the modern blind faith. 
They directed an unprecedentedly large-scale new deification movement to 
make the revolutionary leader a deified personality, so that they could 
utilize the love and esteem of the masses toward him. They not only made 
every word of the revolutionary leader an eternal tenet, but they also tried 
to make “one word tantamount to 10,000 words." They required that "passing 
on information must not be delayed overnight," "everything must get instant 
results," "one must not alter things under any circumstances," and "one 
should ask for instructions in the morning and submit reports in the evening." 
If Confucius and Mencius were still alive, they would probably become dumb- 
founded and have a sense of inferiority to hear them say so. 


For the purpose of safeguarding patriarchism, Confucius and Mencius formu- 
lated a variety of "rites"; however, in execution of these rites, at times 
they adopted a flexible attitude. In the "Canon of Filial Piety," it says 
that if a father's act is unjust, his son may argue with him. It goes 
further to praise the “arguing son" who dares to try. Tradition has it that 
Shun was not on good terms with his father. He did not make it known to 

his father that he had married the second daughter of Yao and made her his 
imperial concubine. When asked about the reason by Wan Zhang, Mencius says: 
"If it were reported, he would not be able to marry. The marriage of a man 
and a woman is an important human relationship. If it is reported, the 
{mportant human relationship will be lost." ("Mencius," First Chapter of 
Wan Zhang.) In order to safeguard this important human relationship, he 
regarded that it was correct not to report the event. However, under the 
rule of Lin Biao and the "gang of four," was it allowed to "argue?" Was 

it allowed to “leave without saying goodbye?" It is evident that the patri- 
archiem envisaged by Lin Biao and the "gang of four" was based on feudal 
patriarchiem, but it went still further. They greatly strengthened patri- 
archisn. 





Owing to the fact that patriarchism like this was masked with Marxism- 
Leninism and carried with is a seriously fraudulent nature, it still has 

its market today. Of course, we should not obliterate the successes achieved 
in eliminating the pernicious influence of the past, or should we exaggerate 
how dangerous it is; but it is more important that we should not lower our 
guard or become careless and ignore its harmfulness. In order to ensure 

that this historic calamity will not be repeated, and to create the essen- 
tial ground for building a socialist nation having a high-level material 

and spiritual civilization, the only way is to eliminate the pernicious 
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influence of patriarchiem step by etep, to fully develop socialiat democracy, 
and to replace “what I say goes” with letting everyone have hie say. 


In order to eliminate patriarchiem like this, it te necessary to continually 
criticize feudal autocracy, especial privilege mentality, and hierarchy, 
because they are the roote of patriarchiem. At the same time, we must also 
continually criticize the modern blind faith and the two viewpointe of 
“obedience in every respect” in order to unmask patriarchiem and restore 

ite true features, In the past, when the ultraleft trend of thought was 
criticized, some of our comrades were afraid of getting into trouble and 
tried to shield shortcomings. They were rather reticent and intended to 
cover up, which resulted in endless trouble for the future. Lessons like 
thie muet not be allowed to be repeated. 


In capitaliet countries which have advanced technology and science, feudal 
patriarchiem has been overthrown by bourgeois democracy, but not in a 
thoroughgoing way. Only by fully developing socialist democracy can feudal 
patriarchiem be completely abolished. The essence of socialist democracy 

is to make the masses masters of their own country. The day when the masses 
really become masters will be the day of doom for patriarchism. Some of 

our comrades just cannot understand this point correctly. They do not pay 
enough atcention to socialist democracy. For instance, they deem that democ- 
racy ie merely a means. Certainly, democracy as the superstructure may be 
called a means, with regard to ite function in giving service to the founda- 
tion of the economy. Yet at the same time it is an end in itself. Since 

the essence of democracy ie to make the people the masters of their country, 
how can it merely be called the means but not the end? Various misunder- 
standinge and misinterpretations must be clarified and democratic centralisem 
must be correctly implemented. Following the development of the four moderni- 
tations, it is necessary to strive to bring patriarchiem and “what I say 
goes” to the museum of history at an early date. 
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PARTY AND STATE 





MASSES' RIGHT TO RECOMMEND WORTHY PROPLE SHOULD BE RESPECTED 
Nanjing XINHUA RIBAO in Chinese 18 Aug 80 p 1 


[Article: "Have Complete Respect for the Masses’ Democratic Right to Recommend 
Worthy and Capable People") 


[Text] The selection of cadres ie the same as other party work, it necessitates 
unewervingly following the mase line and completely respecting the masses’ democratic 
right to recommend worthy and capable people. Only by completely following the masse 
line and allowing hundreds of millions of people to act as “Bo Le" and select “horses 
that run «a thousand li a day" can tens of thousands of worthy and qualified persons 
be discovered and selected from among the masses and so adapt to the daily increasing 
need for qualified people in building the four modernizations. 


At present, che major obstacle influencing our choice of cadres who completely 
follow the mase line is the problem of “making a mystery of the handicraft industry 
form." The so-called "making a mystery of the handicraft industry form" is the 
feeling that the selection of cadres can only be handled by a emall minority of a 
few people and that we cannot boldly and fully follow the mase line. If they follow 
the mass line a little they cannot be too careful and they must add on various limi- 
tations. For example, letting the masses criticize the good and bad pointe of cadres 
ie permissible but to let them discuss cadre appointments and removals is not; to 
allow the leadership group *o fix a name list and seek views from the masses is per- 
missible but to allow the masses to break through conventions and widely select 
qualified people is not; to seek to have individuals talk with the masses or to hold 
discussion meetings is permissible but having popular elections and letting the 
masses recommend cadres is not. This type of selection of cadres is very narrow 
and cannot contribute to the timely selection of qualified people from various areas 
and sometimes it results in seeing or using people incorrectly. 


To change the work method of making a mystery of the handicraft industry, the mass 
line must be followed completely for the selection of cadres and we must eliminate 
these types of thoughts and misgivings: 


1. Fear of divulging secrets. In the selectionof cadres there are secrets. The 
strict guarding of secrets is an organizational rule for cadre work. Lin Biao and 
the “gang of four" incited anarchiem and ultraleftist thought making it impossible 
to keep secrets within the party and the results were very serious. We cannot for- 
get the lesson learned from this bitter experience. Yet, there are, after all, it 
should be made clear which secrets should be guarded in cadre work and which 
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reatrictionse should be eliminated, The present situation ie that, on the one hand, 
some affairea that should be kept secret are not well kept and "communications between 
the inside and outeide” have aot been completely removed, On the other hand, there 
are aleo some secrete that need not be maintained but are atill kept secret. Some 
comrades often excessively stress the specific characteristics of cadre work and 
eee it ae totally secret work ae if the employment and appointment and removal of 
cadres was only the affair of the organisation and leadership. In thie way, they 
need mot boldly and fully follow the masse line. They even go eo far ae to suggest 
that the recommendations by the masses to the organization are aleo secrete. The 
normal practice of democracy whereby the masses, within a specific sphere, discuss 
the appointment and removal of cadres, is aleo said to be divulging secrets. We 
should eee that the preservation of cadre work secrete and the selection of cadres 
following the maes line are not contradictory but complementary. Our discussion of 
preserving secrete in cadre work ie completely for handling well cadre work and is 
not for binding the hands and feet of the masses. If preserving secrets obstructs 
our work then thie kind of guarding of secrete ie more often than not 4 synonym for 
making mysteries. It is an old restriction that binds the hande and feet of the 
individual and the masses and should be eliminated. 


2. Fear of confusing thinge. After the masses are aroused, it is difficult to 
avoid everybody talking at once and varying opinions. Thie is a common phenomenon 
and cannot be taken as peculiar. Historical experience has proven that on any 
question total concensus ie very uncommon. For differing views on the masses by 

the leadership, including approval and opposition, the correct and the wrong, it 

ie firet necessary to hear both at the same time for the purpose of examining and 
underetanding cadres from various angles and so avoid one-sidedness and blindness. 
Secondly, it is necessary to do work well and if the masses do not understand matters 
we guet give suitable explanation; it is necessary to carry out patient and paine- 
taking ideological education work to counter the incorrect views among the masses; 
we must promptiy analyze, study and draw systematic, comprehensive and correct con- 
clusions concerning the unsystematic, uncomprehensive and ecattered views among the 
masses. The facts show that only if within the process of the masses recommending 
cadres, the leadership of party committees ie continually strengthened, and we do 
not uee the pretext of “what the masses say counts,” refuse to have anything to do 
with matters or let thinge drift, then not only will there be no confusion of things 
but on che contrary it can bring new vitality to cadre work so that cadres can do 
their work even better. To arouse the cadres to carry out popular elections of 
cadres, the provincial public security office held seven leading party group meetings 
and party enlarged meetings within a month. These meetings promptly analyzed and 
studied conditions that had arisen in the process of selecting cadres by public 
appraieel and, vigorously guided the selection and insured that selection activity 
proceeds emoothly. The provincial agricultural bank, in launching the recommenda- 
tion of cadres by all of ite staff and workers, paid attention to doing well all 
types of ideological and political work, overcame some incorrect ideological under- 
standing and muddled views, strictly accorded with the new viewpoint and standards 
for employing people, enthusiastically recommended worthy and capable people for 

the four modernizations and established a name list of outstanding reserve cadres. 


3. Fear of the rise of factionaliem. This problem is worth watching out for. The 
factionalism in some unite is “usually invisible but shows up when things crop up 
and comes into strong play at critical moments.” The selection of cadres is a 
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critical moment and at that time factionaliem is very likely to be exhibited. We 
cannot give factionaliem an opportunity to arise and even more so should not allow 
some people the opportunity to give riee to factionaliem. Yet, we cannot be over~ 
cautious over the rise of factionaliem and hesitate and vacillate in following the 
mase line, It should be known that the form of the recommendation of cadres by 

the masees ie multifaceted and the path le very wide. To have the masses have 
individual heart-to-heart talke ie one form and holding diecuesion meetings ie 
another. Democratic voting te a new way to recommend cadres and should be encouraged 
and expanded. Whatever form ie employed in the various districts and unite and 
whenever they carry out the activity of the masses recommending cadres, it should 

be decided by the party committee based on real conditions and not be done in just 
one etep. When the power of many leadere ie weak, factionalieom is serious, and the 
holding of dietrict and unit popular elections for recommending cadres is temporarily 
inappropriate; various other forme can be adopted and the masse line can be and boldly 
and fully followed. In reality, it ie only necessary that the great majority of the 
masses uphold party epirit and oppose factionaliem. If there are individuals who 
persist in factionalieom but seek to be fieh in troubled waters, thie rarely resulte 
in success. Only if they can fully reveal themselves will it be easier to do work 
within the organization with a definite purpose and thoroughly resolve the problem 
of factionalien. 


4. Pear that the masses will not recommend the cadres the leadership chooses. The 
leaders are the same as the masses, both have the democratic right to recommend 
cadres to the organization. Yet, the recommendations by leading comrades must aleo 
be investigated and understood by the organization's personnel unit and they suet 
listen attentively to the views of the masses which must be collectively discussed 
and decided upon by the party committee. Under no circumstances should an individual 
or a minority heave the final say; this ie an important rule in cadre work. If the 
cadres the leading comrades choose are outetanding it is believed that the great 
majority of masses will recommend them. If they are temporarily not recommended, 
after patiently presenting the facte and reasoning things out to clarify the situa- 
tion the wasees will be able to approve. If the cadres the leading comrades settle 
on are not outetanding persons, the masses will recommend a better cadre, which 
should be welcomed. If the cadres the leading comrades settle on do not conform 

to conditions, the failure of the masses to recommend them is beyond criticien. 

All of the leading comrades who keep the public interest in mind and do not practice 
favoritiem should readily accept good advice, be completely convinced and enthusi- 
asticelly uphold the recommendations of the masses. 


Many unite have proven in practice that there are many advantages to boldly and 
fully arousing the masses to recommend cadres. Firstly, it is beneficial to 
expanding one's outlook, liberating thought, smashing old conventions and opening 
wide pathe for talent. Generally speaking, the masses lay more stress on the actual 
manifestations and ability of cadres and with less conservative thought they can 
objectively perceive the cadres. Many brains thinking of a problem will be more 
thoughtful chan a few braing. Millions of pairs of eyes looking at a cadre can 
look more completely and accurately than a few pairs of eyes. When the masses are 
mobilized to recommend cadres, it is easy to discover and recommend all types of 
outetanding people. Furthermore, boldly and fully allowing the masses to recommend 
cadres is also advantageous to arousing the enthusiasm of the masses and cadres. 
The masses did not have much of « right to speak in past selections of cadres. 
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The present situation ie different ae they feel that they themselves have the right 
to participate in managing national affaires, and the affaires of their own unit, to 
etrengthen their eenee of being the masters of their own affairs, to begin to have 
initiative and concern and enthusiastically participating in the work of selecting 
successors. Because the cadres are eelected by the masses themselves they have 
increased their faith and support and the close relationship of the cadres and the 
masses has been restored. Leading cadres aleo feel that their own power is given 

by the masses, and that they muet closely conform to the interests of the people, 

eo that they can always win the trust and support of the masses thereby making 
increasingly etrict demande of themselves, closely uniting with the masses, showing 
concern over the suffering of the masses and wholeheartedly serving the people, and 
being good public eervante and servante to the people. This greatly advances the 
growth of cadre ranke and the building of each level of the leading groupe. On 
another level, boldly and fully allowing the masses to recommend cadres can also 
effectively prevent and overcome malpractices in cadre work. The arbitrary appoint- 
ment and removal of cadres by an individual or emall minority of leaders, the forma- 
tion of cliques, the building up of trusted followers, the engaging in malpractices 
for selfieh ende and the carrying out of retaliation can all be greatly decreased. 

A minority of persone who are opportunistic, have very bad work style and crave 
office are hard to exploit to advantage and have infiltrated our leadership group. 
Because of the deficiency in the work of a minority of leading comrades and the 
organization personnel departments, the selection of capable people was done impro- 
perly but thie is easily overcome. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


ANGRY KEBE1 MASSES RESIST COURT CADRES' UNJUST ACTION 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 3 Sep 80 p 3 


[Article by RENMIN RIBAO correspondents Liu Fangchen (0490 2455 6591), Tan 
Feng (6151 7364) and Cai Nengren [2580 5174 0086): "Cadres of Xingtai County 
People's Court Violate Law and Discipline, Arouse Popular Indignation"] 


[Text] Editor's Note: The people have hoped that the laws 
of the land will be strictly observed, their violators will 
be punished and law enforcement officials will act as models 
in this field. The recent case involving the Xingtai County 
People's Court's deputy chief judge Fan Jingchen 

[2868 2529 5256) and other cadres who touched off a civil 
disobedience for illegally tying and beating up the people 
in the course of settling a civil dispute over the property 
ownership reminds ue that some of our law enforcement 
officials still don't know how to respect the law. Their 
deliberate attempt to punish the masses through the framing 
of falee charges as a measure to preserve the judicial 
dignity backfired because they provoked a new dispute with 
the masses before the civil dispute in their hands was 
settled. This incident teaches us this lesson: The law 
enforcement officials should act as modele in strictly 
abiding by the law. 


Last February, nearly 1,000 people in Dajiaxiang brigade of Xingtai County, 
Hebei Province, angrily surrounded a group of court cadres for almost 8 hours 
for illegally tying up the people. The higher authorities have ordered the 
Xingtai County People's Court to temporarily diemies ite deputy chief judge 
Fan Jingchen from office so that an investigation of this case can be con- 
ducted. Comrade Sun Zhihong [1327 1807 1347], deputy secretary of the Xingtai 
County Party Committee, has led the cadres of the court to openly discuss the 
cave with the masses at the Dajiaxiang brigade. This action has been praised 
by the people throughout the county. 


The civil case that was brought to the Xingtai County People's Court's attention 
was a dispute over the property ownership involving a female commune member 
of the Dajiexiang brigade Zhang Sanni [1728 0005 1200] and her adopted son 


56 

















Zhang Laxiang (1728 2139 4362), a dispute that occurred after she remarried 
her present husband (a staff member of the Xingtai County Revolutionary 
Committee). She sued Zhang Laxiang at the Xingtai County People's Court 

with her new husband's help. When deputy chief judge Fan Jingchen arrived 

at the Dajiaxiang brigade at the head of a group of investigators to look into 
the case on 9 February 1980, he firet summoned Zhang Laxiang to his temporary 
office for an interrogation, which was followed by a vieit to hie home. While 
on the way to hie home, court clerk Li Shiju [2621 1102 5282] pushed Zhang 
Laxiang from behind and kicked him twice because of his slow motion. At this 
time, some people shouted: "Is there any law that empowers the court to beat 
up the people?" When the effort to settle the dispute failed, Fan Jingchen 
and hie companions placed the property in diepute at Zhang Laxiang's home under 
the court's custody. This unfair court action immediately touched off a pro- 
teat from the crowd gathering around Zhang Laxiang's home. Aware of thie, 

Fan Jingchen asked: "Is there anyone who wants to say anything about the 
court's handling of the case?" Female commune member Yin Xianni [1438 0341 
1200], Zhang Laxiang's mother, stepped forward and said: "Your honor, when 

my husband Zhang Tingai [1728 1694 0366) presented his case against Zhang 
Sanni at the Nanshimen court last spring, he was kicked several times by the 
court cadres, After leaving the court, he was very upset, and became sick. 

He died a few months later." Fan Jingchen replied: "Do you have any evidence? 
Any accusation without evidence to back it up is a slander." No sooner had 

he said thie than he ordered Li Shiju and three other court cadres to arrest 
Yin Xianni and take her away. When her daughter Zhang Kiuling [1728 4423 
3781), who had just married only a day earlier, tried to protect her mother, 
Li Shiju and a court guard pushed the young lady into an alley, and then 
knocked her to the ground and tied her arms behind her back with ropes before 
escorting her to the Dajiaxiang commune. The crowd who watched this take 
place pleaded with the court cadres, saying: “They are not supposed to be 
good speakers. Please free them." The court cadres warned: ‘We will arrest 
everyone who is up against us!" Another female commune member Guo Sini 

(6753 0934 1200] angrily said: "I have never seen such arrogant law enforce- 
ment officiale, not even in movies!" Fan Jingchen said to his companions: 
"Book that woman too." Li Shiju and a court guard grabbed Guo Sini by the 
arms and pulled her into an alley. When her mother tried to plead for her 
daughter's freedom, she was pushed aside, and knocked to the ground. At this, 
the angry people closed in from all directions and swarmed into the alley, 
tightening their circle around Fan Jingchen and his men, dressing them down 
with these questions: ‘When you arrest people, don't you need warrants? 

If you know the law, can you arrest the people without warrants?" Fan Jingchen 
and his men were stunned by such questions, which forced them into an awkward 
position from which to extricate themselves. Fan Jingchen and his men were 
held up by the masses for 8 hours--from 6 pm on 9 February to 2 am on 10 
February--until they were freed by cadres and party members of the Dajiaxiang 
commune and brigade who spent a long time pleading with the masses for their 
release. 


As soon as they returned to the Xingtai County People's Court, Fan Jingchen 
sent his three companions to a hospital for treatment as an indication that 
they were injured by the mob. He then filed a report to the Xingtai County 
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Party Committee accusing Zhang Laxiang, Zhang Xiuling and their close relatives 
of launching premeditated and well-organized attacks againat them, holding 

them legally responsible for any bodily injuries that the court cadres might 
have sustained as a result of that incident. But thorough medical examinations 
showed that the three hospitalized court cadres were all in good health except 
for light bruiees on their faces and lege. On the thira day of their stay 

at the hoepital, the three court cadres were released at their own request. 

At the eame time, the Xingtai County Party Committee organized and conducted 

an investigation into the case on the recommendation of the report from the 
court. Following a month's stay in Dajiaxiang, the investigators concluded 
thac the aforementioned incident wae caused by the court personnel's irritating 
behavior rather than being "a premeditating and well-organized action" as 
charged by Fan Jingchen; it was a spontaneous action by the masses instead of 
being instigated by some bad elements. 


Finally, Fan Jingchen and his companions were severely criticized for refusing 
to acknowledge and correct their mistakes and for ignoring the conclusions 

of the Xingtai County Party Committee's investigation report by appealing 
their case directly to the Hebei Provincial People's Superior Court. The 
Xingtai County Party Committee has aleo called on county court cadres to 
launch a self-criticism campaign in connection wiht the Dajiaxiang incident. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


ANCIENT STORIES STILL PROVIDE LESSONS FOR TODAY 
Arrogant, Foolhardy Persons 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 28 Aug 80 p 3 


{Article by He Yu (2688 5148]: “Heading South To Go North, and Letting 
the Ignorant Exercise Great Power") 


[Text] Velume 6 of the national elementary school language text has a 

story written in the vernacular entitled, "Trying To Go South by Driving 

the Chariot North." During the summer vacation, when my child was reviewing 
this leeson, he suddenly asked me seriously: That man wanted to go to the 
estate of Chu, which is clearly in the south, but he insisted on heading 
north. Why wae he so foolish? Are there still euch foolish people? My 
child's asking this brought to mind some real-life incidents of "Trying 

To Go South by Driving the Chariot North." 


For example, when building a factory we must firet have a blueprint and we 
must consider the supply of raw and processed materials, the market for 

the product, and a whole series of other questions. This is just common- 
sense. In the past few years, however, several construction projects did 
not consider these things. The so-called "simultaneous planning, construc- 
tion, and putting into operation” was praised as an advanced experience and 
for a time was spread to all areas. There are other such examples: in the 
mountaine it is possible to plant and grow trees and grass and have a diver- 
sified economy. However, under the slogan of spreading ideal experiences, 
the people were made to whittle away mountain tops and move the loess to 
build “manmade plains." I could offer many more examples of stupidity. 

Most typical are the two incidents which were recently revealed in the 
papers, the "Bohai No 2" incident and the project to “shift the westward- 
flowing water east." Aren't these incidents just like the story "Trying 

To Go South by Driving the Chariot North"? I certainly think so. Firet, 
they have something to do with the ignorance of some leaders who do not 

even understand the rudiments of commonsense. Second, because [these leaders] 
have definite authority in their hands, they can rely on this authority to 
do what they wish. 
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Ignorance, of course, ie not a good thing, but it is not frightening. No 
one te born with knowledge. If we etudy with an open mind, then we can 
gradually change from being ignorant to being knowledgeable, and gradually 
change from possessing little knowledge to having abundant knowledge. If 
we are ignorant and at the same time think we are great, do not study, and 
in addition mese things up by giving wrong orders, then that is very fright- 
ening. Ae for that fellow who wanted to go to the state of Chu, if he did 
not know whether Chu wae in the south or north, and if he had asked someone 
or, after being reminded by someone, if he had changed course, he would not 
have had so much trouble. However, he didn't do this. The reason was 
because he relied on his authority (the authority to direct the carriage), 
and hie situation (the horse was good, funds for trave’  penses were 
sufficient, and his driving skills were good). As a result, we have the 
story of the man who, by "Trying To Go South by Driving the Chariot North," 
made himself an immortal laughingstock. 


Ae for being ignorant and, in addition, having authority, the man who drove 
north in order to go south cannot compare with the leaders of the petroleum 
industry department and the former responsible persons of the Xiyang County 
Party Committee. Obviously there are many cold currents during the winter 
in Bohai Bay, and heavy seas and the offshore oil rigs have no defense 
against the cold and are easily tossed around. However, the leaders con- 
cerned did not even consider these basic facts, and they refused to listen 
to the correct opinions of the foremen and team leaders, but instead used 
their power and influence to force the workers to act recklessly, under the 
slogan "Sitting out the winter or working through the winter" and other 
seemingly revolutionary slogans. As a result, the oil rig capsized and 
many lives were lost. The rivers of Xiyang clearly enter the Huanghe flowing 
westward; however, they wanted to make it flow east. It is easy to see 
that this is a case of hurting others to benefit oneself, and a waste of 
money and manpower. However, they insisted on their way, and those who 
offered different opinions were labeled plotters and anti-Dazhai. Their 
persisting in acting blindly brought about widespread indignation and 
discontent. 


The man in this story who drove the chariot north in order to go south 
actually has lovable traits. One reason is that he did not come down hard 
on or put label onto those who raised differing opinions. Another reason 
is that he himself was responsible for any losses that came. The few real- 
life individuals today who continue to head south by driving north are 
actually not like this at all. First, they are overbearing and will show 
you their fierceness. Or else, after a project has failed, they give 
specious arguments to cover up their errors and faults. Secondly, their 
positions are high, their authority is great, and they command hundreds 
and thousands of people. Whatever loss is brought about is far from being 
their individual loss. It is the party and the people who lose. Based on 
this, it ie the latter which appear abominable. 
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Ignorance plus authority are the reason that things went wrong in both the 
present and the past instances of driving north to go south. In order to 
resolve this problem, we will first need to advocate study, and secondly we 
must have a guaranteed system, At present, everyone is discussing the four 
modernizations. If we do nothing more than discuss and do not seriously 
study the experiences of modern ecientific technology and management, or if 
we do not research ways to change our cadre syetem, then we will be ina 
dangerous position. If we do not do a good job, we may end up like that 
fellow who wanted with all his heart to go to the state of Chu but did not 
know where he was going. This could lead our great undertaking, the four 
modernizations, down the wrong road. 





Frauds, Charlatans 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 28 Aug 80 p 8 
[Article by Shao Yue [6730 6885]: "Mr Nan Guo Yesterday and Today") 


[Text] I was very moved after reading the paper and felt compelled to make 
some comments. 


Several coworkers gathered to chat one evening after dinner. They praised 
the new practice of some older comrades, which appeared in the paper, as 
being in the tradition of China's sage kings Yao and Shun. These older com- 
rades, who had been first in command, gave their position to other comrades 
in the prime of their life and willingly accepted the number-two position. 
Afterward they again voluntarily stepped down, this time to the number- 
three position. 


This reminded me of the time I was in elementary and middle school and read 
the entire history of our country four times and the teachers extolled the 
abdication of Tang, Yao, and Shun. What the teachers emphasized was that 
Yao and Shun did not worry about their personal loss but considered the 
benefit of the people most important, and on their own initiative gave the 
throne to worthy and capable young people who had passed a period of trial 
(practice). This of course is an instructive anecdote. Many of our older 
comrades are doing exactly this right now. 


However, in ancient times there was also the story of "The Man Who Passed 
Himself Off as a Player in the Band'’--about a Mr Nan Guo who played poorly 
but joined an old emperor's band pretending he could play the yu, an ancient 
wind instrument. After the old emperor died, a new one ascended the throne, 
and when he wanted to examine each person individually, Mr Nan Guo was unable 
to get by and so he deserted and ran away. Nowadays we often use this idiom 
to describe phony experts, or we say someone is a "Mr Nan Guo." No doubt 
the main reasons for Mr Nan Guo's fleeing was his fear of being accused of 
lying to che emperor, plus the danger of being beheaded. On the other hand, 
he knew his own limitations to some extent and was apprehensive about their 
effects. During the era prior to the destruction of the Chinese classics 
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by Shi Huang Di of the Chin Dynasty, when there were numerous feudal states, 
Mr Nan Guo was etill able easily to go to other states in order to make ends 
meet, 


Although there are very few Nan Guos around today, they have not disappeared 
altogether. However, historical conditions today are, after all, not the 
game as in the past. First, we now have organizational discipline, and there 
ie no way to desert. Second, the country is united, and there are no feudal 
states to escape to. This is not permitted by objective circumstances. 
Subjectively speaking, I'm afraid the Nan Guos of today are lacking a little 
in self-knowledge and in addition they rest on the superiority of socialism. 
They hold their steel rice bowls in both hands and steadfastly refuse to 
relinquish the latrine. These present-day Nan Guos have really become a 
burden on the road to the four modernizations, and they may turn out to be 
something more than just a burden. Another type seemed for a period to 

have remarkable abilities, they were very persuasive speakers, and as a 
result their positions were very secure. They could not play the yu, but 
they disguised themselves as theoreticians of the instrument or stood in 
front of the band pretending to be the leader. They did not feel disgraced 
because they were unable to play, but instead thought that their social 
status had been raised. Actually the masses have a pretty good idea of 
what's going on: no matter how high your position or how glorious your 
history, if you don't know the ropes and you don't respect those who do, 
then you won't be allowed to "pass yourself off as a member of the band." 


If all the Nan Guos possessed self-knowledge and were realistic, they would 
first cut out all their big talk and stop their boasting self-appraisal of 
their qualifications and expertness. At the same time, on the basis of 
their lack of knowledge, they would stop putting on airs and seriously and 
honestly make up the lessons they have missed and learn about their profes- 
sions. If they worked diligently to make up for their lack of skills, they 
eventually could learn to play the yu, and in addition they could hope to 
become a famous player of that instrument. Otherwise, Mr Nan Guo the brick- 
layer could request a return to the profession he was trained for, and give 
hie position to someone who really knows how to play! 


When that time comes, the masses will naturally cast off the Mr Nan Guo 
labels and will call them leaders who know the ropes. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


BRIEFS 


BEIJING STUDENT ELECTION CAMPAIGN--Beijing Cicy has 1  -ntly been holding 
district democratic elections of people's deputies. Tne candidates have 

issued election manifestos in their districts and have also held question-and- 
answer sessions. This is the first time such a thing has happened in Beijing. 
It has caused tremendous response in society. On 16 October, the day after 

the list of candidates for the Xicheng District was promulgated, Li Shengping 
[2621 0524 1627], a history student of class 76 of the No 1 Branch School of 
Beijing University, announced his candidacy and also published tracts such 

as "What I will do if elected" on a blackboard in the school. This evoked 

very great incerest among the teachers and students of the school. On the 
afternoon of 17 October, at the demand of the various faculties and classes 

and the students, the students' association of the school organized a "Li 
Shengping candidacy question-and-answer session." At the session, Li Shengping 
made a speech entitled "The Times We Are Living In," and answered over 100 
questions put to him by teachers and students. This is the first time such 

an election campaign method has been adopted in Beijing. Yesterday ZHONGGUO 
XINWEN SHE specially transmitted two photographs of the Li Shengping candidacy. 
(see this page) [The paper prints one of these photos. It shows a young man 
probably in his early 20's standing behind a table in a courtyard, addressing 
a large number of young people through a microphone. Another young man at 

his side is apparently helping to sort out papers on the table. The caption 
reads "Li Shengping answers questions put by teachers and students at his 
candidacy 'question-and-answer session'"] [Text] (HK190254 Hong Kong WEN WEI PO 
in Chinese 19 Oct 80 p 1] 


EXTRAVAGANT ENTERTAINMENT--According to our sources, the Liaoning Provincial 
CCP Committee's discipline inspection commission and the provincial financial 
bureau recently conducted a survey on the reception work in our province. 

They discovered that unhealthy tendencies such as lavish wining, dining and 
sending gifts are still very serious problems. According to preliminary 
statistics, [words indistinct] million yuan in the entire province from the 
beginning of January to the end of July. Some units and leading comrades 
disregarded the repeated instructions and directives of the central authorities 
on strictly forbidding extravagance and waste and on sending gifts, wining 

and dining. They continue to practice their old ways. Some inspection, 
visiting and check-up groups ate free meals, placing great burdens on the grass- 
roots units. The masses are disgusted. Some enterprises used public funds to 
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wine and dine lavishly when they held meetings to order goods or to exhibit 
their products. In a 2-day sale exhibition alone, a unit in Shenyang Munici- 
pality spent some 9,000 yuan for wining and dining and for sending gifts to 
some 200 persons at the exhibition. Departments concerned are now conducting 
thorough investigations in several units which have serious problems, They 
are preparing to deal with these cases eternly. ([Excerpts) [SK161954 
Shenyang Liwoning Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 14 Oct 80] 


NEW MONGGOL YOUNG LEADER NOTED--Beijing, 18 Oct (XINHUA)--China's policy of promoting 
younger and more expert officials to leading positions continued to receive top cover- 
age today when all of Beijing's newspapers carried the success story of a 3l-year- 
old cadre who has transformed the ailing economy of a state farm in Inner Mongolia. 
The policy of lowering the average age of leading officials and increasing the level 
of competence in leadership and management was articulated at last month's National 
People's Congress by Chairman Hua Guofeng. He called for the promotion of younger 
experts. Today's papers gave prominence to the story of Zhai Xinhua, director of 

the Jianfeng farm in Bayannur League, Innge: Mongolia, who devoted himself to the 
study of farm production, planning, finance and supply and marketing. Last December 
he began delegating responsibility to individuals for particular taske and also im- 
proved the wage scale. The farm earned 52 percent more in the first half of this 
year than in the same period last year, cut spending by 26 percent and has steadily 
increased ite output. A XINHUA editor's note, carried in the Beijing papers, calls 
on all young officials to study and become expert as Zhai Xinhua did. [0W181333 
Beijing XINHUA in English 1240 GMT 18 Oct 80] 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC S®CURITY 


VETERAN RED ARMY SOLDIERS STILL CONTRIBUTE TO SICHUAN 
OW201342 Beijing XINHUA in English 1236 GMT 20 Oct 80 


Text) Chengdu, October 20 (XINHUA)——-Many former Red Army soldierse--the "rebels" 
described by U.S. journalist Edgar Snow in his book "Red Star Over China" four de- 
cades ago~-are spending their old age in comforte. 


Ae ‘veteran Red Army soldiers"--an honorary title given to those who joined the 
revolution before or during the long march in the mid-thirties--they are highly re- 
epected and cared for by the Chinese Government. 


There are several hundred such veterans in Chongqing, Sichuan Province, Southwest 
China. The city government recently moved 110 of them into new apartments in the 
suburbe or at scenic spote. 


Moet of the veterans in Chongqing are either advisers or retired, but all continue to 
get full pay from their former jobs. 


A long march veteran and 83-year old Zhu Yufeng, former regimental political commis- 
ear of the People's Liberation Army, and his wife live in a two-storey, 6-room villa 
at che foot of a hill outeide Chongqing. Their five children, all government workers, 
spend weekends or holidays with them. A boy peasant before he joined the workers 

and peasants Red Army led by General He Long in 1934, Zhu Yufeng wae wounded several 
times on the battlefield during the long march. 


Many veterane are etill active--euch as 64-year old Liao Qikang, deputy chief of the 
city eteel works, who was an aide-de-camp to Zhou Enlai from 1936 to 1940. Using 
hie epare time, he had been working on a memoir of Zhou Enlai. 


Another veteran, Liu Keming, retired from hie job at a chemical plant, organized 
over a hundred dependants of plant workers into a workshop manufacturing semi- 
finished chemical products out of the wate fluid of the plant. He has been honored 
by hie fellow workers as a model cadre. 


The veterans also give lectures to young people on their experience in the revolution, 
with a view to inspiring them to work harder. Last year they spoke to a total of 
more than 10,000 people in Chongqing. 


CSO: 46020 


65 








SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 





IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONALITY POLICY DISCUSSED 
Betjing MINZU TUANJIE (NATIONALITY UNITY] in Chinese No 5,15 May 80 pp 22-24 


[Article: "Recognize the Protracted Nature of the Nationality Issue, Reso- 
lutely and Correctly Implement the Party's Policy Towards Nationalities") 


[Text] (Office of the State People's Commission on Policy Research) 


Having gone through all the above lectures, we have elucidated from every 
aspect the party's policy towarde nationalities. In that case, is the 
party's policy towards nationalities an expedient measure for the present 
time, or it ie a protracted policy? Without any question the party's policy 
on nationalities ie decidedly not an expedient measure for a time, but is 

@ protracted and resolute policy. This has not arisen from some person's 
subjective wish, but is decided by the protracted nature of the nationality 
question. 


Marxiem-Leniniem hae all along considered the problems of nationalities as 
a long-term problem. Comrade Mao Zedong said long ago: “The problem of 
nationality may exist for a long period of time." Not only in the present 
process of building modernized socialism would the nationality problem be 
in existence; during the entire stage of socialist history, even up to a 
certain phase of communism, as long as nationalities are in existence there 
will be problems. 


Why is the nationality question a long-standing problem? Thies is decided 
by the following several factors: 


Fire: of all, the existence of nationalities is protracted. "A nationality 
ie a stable common body formed by people in the course of history and hav- 
ing a common language, a common region, a common economic life, and which 
manifeste iteelf in the common psychological qualities of a common culture." 
("Collected Works of Stalin" vol 2 p 294) People develop from tribes into 
a nationality, paseing through a long and slow historical period. There- 
fore, a nationality--this common body of people possesses a very great 
stability; it's dying out also of necessity requires the passing through 

of a very long historical period. Comrade Mao Zedong said: "First there 
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le the dying out of clasees, and after that the dying out of states, and 
after chat the dying out of nationalities; the whole world ie like that.” 
Lenin aleo said that differences among nationalities “even after the 
dictatorehip of the proletariat clase ie put into effect throughout the 
entire world, will etill be maintained for a very, very long time." 
("Collected Worke of Lenin" vol 4 p 246) All thie clearly indicates that 
the existence of differences among nationalities ie very protracted. 
Since differences between nationalities exiet, naturally the problem of 
nationality will exiet. 


Secondly, the real inequality between nationalities, both economic and in 
terme of cultural development, that history hae left with us will still 
exist for a long time. Altho in our country after liberation the sye~ 
tem of oppression of [minority] nationalities wae abolished and all the 
nationalities acquired the righte of political and legal equality, never- 
theless the real inequality between nationalities, economic and in terms 
of cultural development that history has left with ue etill existe, and 
it te etill the root source that produces mistrust, and the oppression of 
nationalicies. If we want to gradually overcome these real inequalities, 
it still requires a very long period of time; this shall be an important 
task for ue when, in future, we solve the nationality question within our 
own country. 


Thirdly, owing to the long period of oppression, exploitation, bullying 
and prejudice against minority nationalities by the reactionary ruling 
classes throughout history, especially reactionary ruling clasees of Han 
nationality, a strong feeling of estrangement among nationalities has been 
created, and thie kind of influence also requires a very long period of 
time before it can be completely eradicated. 


Fourthly, the clase struggle both within and outeide the councry may also 
be reflected in the relationship between nationalities. In our country, 
although the exploiting clase has already been abolished, the landlord 
clase and rich farmer class have already died out as classes, and the 
capitalist clase as a clase already no longer exists, nevertheless all 
kinds of class enemies will still exist for a long time, and the class 
struggle has definitely not been concluded. Moreover, our domestic class 
struggle is also very closely connected with the international class 
struggle; in particular, the Soviet revisionists are still bent on sub- 
jugating our country. Class enemies both within and outside the country 
will inevitably foment discord between nationalities in a vain attempt to 
destroy unity, and the unity of nationalities, of our great ancestral 
homeland. The influence of capitalist class ideology and feudal ideology 
will also continue to exist for a long time (in the relationship between 
nationalities these manifest themselves as Han chauvinism and local na- 
tionalities chauvinism). In the face of these influences and their re- 
flection on the relationship between nationalities, it is still necessary 
to carry out a long period of education and struggle. 
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Among the elements mentioned above, the most fundamental is that the pro- 
tracted nature of che differences between nationalities determines the 
long~etanding existence of the nationality question. 


Lin Biao and the “gang of four” publicly denied the objective fact that 
there are many nationalities existing in our country. They opposed the 
ecientific thesis of Marxiem and Leniniem and Mao Zedong thought that the 
teeue of nationality would be a long-standing problem. They nonsensically 
declared that "Everything has become socialized; how can there be any ques- 
tion of ‘nationality'?"; they did not allow any policy on nationalities to 
be discussed, did not allow any work on the nationality issue to be pro- 
powed and, on the pretext of a “fusion of nationalities,” put into effect 

a forced assimilation. That wae extremely abeurd and extremely reactionary 
of them. The reactionary fallacies and practice of Lin Biao and the "gang 
of four” were carried out; in addition to the nationality iseue and the 
Clase etruggle, they carried out a ruthless persecution against the people 
of the minority nationalities, and created an extremely great disaster for 
then. 


True, Marxism-Leninism foresaw that at a certain stage in the development 
of communiem, nationalities will tend to merge and disappear altogether. 
Lenin said: “The aim of socialiem is not only to eliminate the phenomenon 
of humanity being divided up into many emall states, and all the conditions 
that tend to keep the various nationalities apart; it ies not only to cause 
the various nationalities to come close to each other but, moreover, to 
cause all the nationalities to mix together." ("Complete Works of Lenin" 
vol 2 p 719) Regarding this question of the fusion of nationalities, and 
eradicating the differences among nationalities, Marx, Engels, and particu- 
larly Lenin spoke a great deal. Without accepting thie truth, it is not 
posetble to have an accurate Marxist view on the nationality question. 


From another aspect, however, Marxism-Leninism aleo considers that the 
blending of nationalities, and the elimination of differences between na- 
tionalities, is a long and slow historical process. During the stage of 
socialiem, not only is it not possible to realize a blending of national- 
ities or the dying out of nationalities but, moreover, there will etili 

be a historical period of the development and flourishing of nationalities. 
Lenin, in refuting Pi-da-ke-fu's fallacy in proclaiming that he wanted to 
abolish nationalities, pointed out: "Of course, this is an excellent thing, 
and even a realizable thing, but it can only be at a different stage in 

the development of communism.” ("Complete Works of Lenin" vol 29 pp 165- 
166). Stalin, in elucidating Lenin's viewpoints, also pointed out: “Lenin 
did not consider the process of the dying out of differences between na- 
tionalities and the merging of nationalities as [something that would hap- 
pen within the) time frame of socialism becoming victorious in a country, 
but merely as something that would happen after the dictatorship of the 
proletariat was put into effect throughout the entire world; that is to say, 
he considered it as something that could happen only after socialism was 
victorious in all countries, i.e., after the basis of a world socialist 
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economy ie already established.” "On the contrary, during the firet stage 
the oppression of nationalities will be completely eliminated; this stage 
will be a etage in which the nationalities that were formerly oppressed, 
and their national languages, will develop and flourish; it will be the 
stage in which the right of equality for all nationalities will be estab- 
lished; ic will be the stage of the elimination of suspicion between na- 
tionalities; 1. will be the stage of establishing and consolidating inter-~ 
national relations among all nationalities." ("Complete Works of Stalin" 
vol 11 pp 298-299) It ie extremely clear then, that in thie historical 
ntage of soctaliom it ie not a question of a nationality being phased out, 
but it te a period for all nationalities to develop and flourish together. 
Taking up the situation of our country, before liberation our country was 
a semi-feudal, semi-colonized country in which all nationalities together 
including the Han nationality were oppressed by imperialism; the minority 
nationalities were at the same time oppressed by the Han chauvinism of our 
domestic reactionary ruling classes. A great many minority nationalities 
were not even recognized as nationalities. Of the 55 minority national- 
ities in our country, more than 90 percent were all overlooked for a long 
time and only recognized after liberation. After liberation, when they 
were recognized as nationalities, and enjoyed the right of equality, and 
autonomous regions were set up in the areas they inhabited, how overjoyed 
and heartened they were, considering it as the greatest affair in their 
nationality's history and the most meaningful holiday to be celebrated. 

Ie this not a strong reflection of their nationality consciousness? Under 
socialiem however, che multiplicity of nationalities not only cannot dimin- 
ish, on the contrary it can still greatly increase because of all those 
heretofore unknown small and weak nationalities mounting the political plat- 
form; special characteristice of nationalities not only cannot disappear 
very quickly, on the contrary they are still to reach their fullest devel- 
opment. And only after undergoing the development and prosperity together 
can al] nationalities benefit in the unity, mutual trust and closeness of 
all nationalities, thereby gradually eliminating estrangement and barriers 
between nationalities. We must strengthen the contacts in addition to 
differentiating the differences between the present practice and the long- 
range evaluation of mankind in nationality integration and the elimination 
of differences among nationalities. During this present historical phase, 
we definitely cannot take the blending of nationalities as a program to be 
put into practice. Comrade Zhou Enlai said in 1957: “Our policy on na- 
tionalities is a policy of allowing all nationalities to flourish. Since 
all nationalities want equality, and also want to flourish, everybody will 
flourish. The flourishing of nationalities is a fundamental standpoint 

of socialiem in ite nationalities policy." If someone wanted to run coun- 
ter to thie fundamental standpoint, and insisted on making the blending 

of nationalities a program to be put into practice during the socialist 
period, in a vain attempt to use the method of coercion to eliminate dif- 
ferences between nationalities, in such a case what he would be implement- 
ing would essentially be a reactionary policy of assimilation of nationael- 
ities, and not a socialist, proletariat policy. The result of it could 
only be to increase estrangement and barriers between nationalities, and 
to create opposition and conflict between nationalities. 
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In recognising the protracted existence of nationalities and differences 
among nationalities, it is necessary in the course of nationalities work 

to adhere to the principle of integrating theory with reality, and in 
everything to proceed from the realities existing in the areas where the 
minority nationalities live. Lenin pointed out: "As long as differences 
between nationalities and differences between countries still exist among 
all nationalities and all countries (these differences, even after the 
dictatorehip of the proletariat is put into effect throughout the entire 
world, will still be maintained for a very, very long time), the unity of 
the international strategy of the communist workers’ movements of the vari- 
ous countries does not require the elimination of multiplicity and the 
elimination of differences between nationalities (this at present is an 
abeurd illusion) but requires, when applying the basic principles of com 
muniem (political power [in the hande of] the sovietse, and the dictatorship 
of the proletariat), taking these principles in detail and correctly chang- 
ing them so that they may be accurately adapted and applied to the differ- 
ences among nationalities and nation-states." ("Selected Works of Lenin" 
vol 4 p 246) Lenin ie demanding that when each country adopts a concrete 
way for resolving (their role in] the unified international task, "they 
must all investigate, research, explore, guess, and get a grasp of their 
nationalities’ characteristics and traite." (Ibid.) 


Our party under the leadership of Comrade Mao Zedong combined Marxist- 
Leninist theories on the nationality question with the characteristics of 
nationalities in China, and formulated a complete policy and guiding prin- 
ciple for us to [use to) solve our domestic nationality question. In all 
nationality work, Comrade Mao Zedong repeatedly emphasized the necessity 

of giving due consideration to the special characteristics and needs of the 
minority nationalities. He stated that “work must be carried out in ac- 
cordance with the situation of the differing areas of the various national- 
ities." He opposed mechanica.ly applying the experience of Han national- 
ity areas and other countries to the minority nationalities. 


Practice is the sole standard for testing truth. In the 30 years since the 
founding of the PRC both positive and negative experience in nationalities 
work tell us that our party's entire guiding principle and policy for solv- 
ing our domestic nationalities question are correct. The crux lies in 
whether or not we can correctly recognize the protracted nature of the na- 
tionalities issue, persevere in proceeding from reality in all [our work] 
and be good at combining and uniting socialism with the special features 

of nationalities. Whenever we followed this way, the party's nationality 
policy as a result was implemented comparatively well and there has been 
success in the work, and the unity of nationalities can be developed and 
strengthened. Otherwise, the party's nationality policy might be distorted, 
and ruined, and the unity of nationalities will be damaged. After libera- 
tion, we carried out a cautious and steady policy in the minority national- 
ities' areas. Based on the differing conditions in each minority area, we 
adopted policies, methods and procedures that the masses in the area were 
able to accept and conform to the realities in the area. We victoriously 
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carried out a democratic reform and socialist transformation, enabling all 
minority nationalities to enter into socialiem. However, at the end of 
the 19508 a trend of nationality integration began to stir up, and minority 
areas were erroneously criticized useing theories to the effect that the 
inhabitante were the especial producte of special circumstances, or were 
backward. As a result, in some minority areas the party's policies on 
nationalities and religion were vidAated, special characteristice of minor- 
ity nationalities were overlooked, and the minority nationalities' par- 
tiality for the righte of equality and self-government was damaged, caus- 
ing the work to suffer a loss it should not have suffered. As for the 
serious bad results caused by Lin Biao and the "gang of four"'s fundamental 
denial of the nationality question and ruining of the party's nationality 
policy, the lesson was even more bitter. 


At present, we have entered the new historic period having the four modern- 
izations as the central task, and in the same way we must adhere to the 
principles of integrating theory and reality, seeking truth from facts, and 
proceeding from reality in all our work. We must not only proceed from 
China's especial characteristics and start out on a path of building a Chi- 
nese-style socialist modernization but, moreover, in building the four 
modernizations in the nationality areas, we must persevere in carrying 
through the implementation of the party's nationality policy, pay atten- 
tion to the minorities’ special characteristics, and give due consideration 
to the needs and advantage of the minority nationalities. In this, in the 
same way we cannot mechanically apply the experience of foreign countries 
and Han nationality areas. 


As long ae we adhere to the materialistic principle that practice is the 
only etandard for examining truth, adhere to the Marxist-Leninist viewpoint 
that the existence of the nationality question is protracted and persist 

in correctly carrying through the implementation of the party's national- 
ities policy, proceeding from reality in all our work and paying due con- 
sideration to the special characteristics of the minority nationalities, 
the party's nationality work will be continuously victorious, and the 
party of the new socialist period's task regarding the nationality question 
can definitely be brought to a successful conclusion. 
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FOUR MODERNIZATIONS CALLS FOR EMPLOYEES EDUCATION 


Tianjin TIANJIN SHIYUAN XUEBAO [JOURNAL OF TIANJIN NORMAL COLLEGE) in 
Chinese No 2, 20 Apr 80 pp 14-18 


[Article by Li Zongfang [2621 1350 5364]: "Employees Training Is One of 
the Strategic Taske in Four Modernizations"] 


[Text}) In order to build our motherland into a powerful modern socialist 
country, it is urgent significantly to raise the entire nation's scientific 
and cultural standard. It is far from enough to depend on the existing 
system of colleges, middle schools and primary schools alone to accomplish 
the task. Also of vital importance is that we direct our efforts toward 
the development of worker education. This can be clearly seen when we look 
back on the state of worker education in our city since its liberation 30 
years ago. 


I 


Tianjin declared its liberation in January 1949. To turn a new cultural 
page without delay for large numbers of workers who had already found a new 
day politically and economically, the General Labor Union and the Education 
Bureau of the city, together with the concerned departments, organized in 
September of that year the "Preparatory Committee for the Establishment of 
Spare-time Schools in Tianjin for Laborers," and established the first such 
school in our city. Since then, there has been a rapid advance in the 
development of worker education in our city. By 1965, Tianjin had estab- 
lished a fairly adequate system of worker education that included literacy 
classes, spare-time junior and senior middle schools and spare-time colleges 
and universities (classes). From an accumulation of experiences, there has 
emerged a set of clearly defined ideas as to the purpose for the development 
of various classes and types of spare-time schools, the content of the dif- 
ferent courses, the range of the curriculum, and the program of instructions, 
etc. As to the methods of teaching, certain special methods suitable for 
adults have gradually been devised from the system of examinations. As 
recards the makeup of teaching materials, textbooks for various courses, 
ranging from anti-illiteracy textbooks to textbooks for spare-time senior 
middle schools, have been compiled. To promote research on teaching and to 
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continue to upgrade the quality and quantity of teaching, a department for 
teaching research has aleo been set up in Tianjin for the education of 
laborere and farmers. 


In conformance with the guideline eet by the policy of "readjustment, 
reetructuring, consolidation and improvement," the Tianjin Municipal Party 
Committee decided in 1962 to emphasize that workers’ schools "should hence- 
forth place technical education in its rightful place," that "they should 
make an all-out effort to set up a curriculum for political, cultural and 
technical education,” and that "this is a mission of strategic significance. 
Since then, the various units have shown an even more positive attitude in 
organizing education for employees. The various industrial and business 
bureaus followed suit in establishing spare-time universities. As a result 
of the continual development of worker education, and in view of the need 
to upgrade the quality of teachers at the workers’ schools, the Tianjin 
Municipal Party Committee also established "a class for teachers of spare- 
time schools” for the training of such teachers. 


In short, during the 17 years prior to the Cultural Revolution, our city 
had, in the field of worker education, hewed closely to the party line, the 
party principle and the party policy, and had achieved outstanding results. 
It produced a marked effect in raising the political consciousness of large 
numbers of workers elevating their scientific, cultural and technical levels, 
and making worker education a vitally important component of the entire 
socialist education system. The students enrolled in the various levels and 
types of schoole for workers reached a peak of 690,000 persons, or over 50 
percent of the total number of employees. Between 1949 and 1961, the devel- 
opment of worker education brought about two notable results. First, the 
worker illiteracy rate took a dramatic plunge from 78 percent in 1949 to 
less than 10 percent in 1961. Secondly, the number of workers with at leest 
a junior middle school education soared from less than 30 percent in 1957 

to over 50 percent in 1961. Worker education was also instrumental in the 
development of technician and business management cadres. These people have 
now become leaders in the march toward the four modernizations. 


For a period of 10 years after 1966, worker education in our city was brought 
to the brink of collapse as a result of the rampage of destruction unleashed 
by Lin Biao and the “gang of four." The management of employees education 

at various levels was “crushed to a pulp.” The engineering college for 
part-time students, the industrial and agricultural education research 
institute and the research department for teachers of adult education were 
decimated. The school buildings were occupied. The laboratory center was 
smashed to pieces. The teachers were scattered. As a result of the complete 
destruction of the worker education system, the scientific and cultural 

level of workers throughout the city took a nose-dive. All that ran counter 
to the constructive needs of the four modernizations. According to a survey 
of 1.4 million workers conducted in 1979, 2.8 percent of the workers had 

the equivalent of a college education, 5 percent had a trade school educa- 
tion, 8.5 percent had a senior middle school education, 50 percent had a 
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junior middle echool education, 26.6 percent had a primary school education, 
while 7.4 percent were illiterate (5 percent of those under 45 alone were 
illiterate). According to the figures, 85 percent of the workers had only 

a junior middle echool or a lower level of education. After 1968, the 
700,000 young workers constituted over one-third of the total number of 
workers in our city. Their actual average education level was equivalent 

to that of primary school graduates. Most of them received no proper tech- 
nical training after being employed by the factories. A survey of young 
laborers conducted by seven industrial bureaus revealed that only 57 percent 
of them were equal to the demande of their jobs, while the other 43 percent 
were not. That is one important factor accounting for the number of pro- 
duction-related accidents, the low quality of the products, the waste of 
materials and power and the low rate of production. 


After the "gang of four" was smashed to pieces, education for workers was 
gradually restored and developed, and the situation began to take a turn 
for the better. By the end of June 1979, 1,400 schools of various types 
and levels for city workers had been restored or established. The number 
of students came close to 420,000, or 20.5 percent of the total number of 
employees. Among those schools were 148 institutions of higher learning 
(classes) with 68,000 students. A vital part of the higher education sys- 
tem, they are certain to exert a positive influence on the development of 
talented persons for the implementation of the four modernizations. 


11 


We have learned from experience over the last 30 years that workers’ educa- 
tion is not only a must, but that it must be made to succeed. 


According to relevant documents, 125,000 students graduated from workers 
schools in our city prior to the Great Cultural Revolution. These people 
helped greatly to strengthen and reinforce the contingents of technical 
workers, engineering technicians and managerial personnel. In their various 
capacities, they all achieved outstanding results in technical renovations 
and technical revolutions. Some of them improved the quality of products, 
some made outstanding contributions in renovating the processes of manual 
labor, and some exerted an important influence on workers education. Many 
of them have been promoted to engineers, machinists and technicians, and 
have become the backbone in the technical area. Some of them have assumed 
managerial duties and have achieved leadership positions. The Tianjin Salt 
Factory offers a good example. During the 17-year period prior to the 
Cultural Revolution, 40 of the workers, after a period of training in 

worker education, were promoted to engineers. Over 100 were promoted to 
technicians, and over 500 were promoted to business management cadres. We 
have learned from experience that worker training has produced many talented 
persons, and that it is also a major method for developing talents rapidly, 
ade uately, economically and in large numbers. 














Our nation has now embarked upon a new historic period of development. Our 
present mission is to proceed with economic reconstruction with a sense of 
urgency. This mission represents a reform movement of momentous historic 
significance. To fulfil thie mission, we urgently need a contingent of 
talented persons who are both red and expert. 


Where do we get these talented persons? Obviously, we cannot expect sizable 
numbers to come from abroad. Likewise, we cannot expect the state to assign 
to us the people we need from among those who graduate from the universities 
and colleges each year. Since the number of our university graduates falls 
far short of the number needed for our production needs, we must adopt a 
double-barreled course of action to achieve our objective. From 1975 to 
1977, the state assigned to the industrial and communications system of our 
city only 2,040 college graduates, or only 0.18 percent of the total number 
of our employees. Since there were 3,000 factories and enterprises in the 
city, each unit was assigned less than one college graduate during the 3- 
year period. What are we to do? We must stand firmly on our own feet in 
developing the qualified people we need. To meet the needs of the four 
modernizations and of the development of industrial production in our city, 
it is absolutely necessary that we continue to raise the scientific and 
cultural standard of the people in order to bring about a technical revolu- 
tion, a renovation or an improvement of the existing enterprises, and an 
infusion of advanced scientific and technical know-how and modern methods 

of management. In this regard, the present scientific and cultural standard 
among the employees in our city falls far short of the needs of the con- 
structive projects of the four modernizations. 


As has been noted above, 84 percent of the city's workers have had only a 
junior middle school or an even lower standard of education. The younger 
employees, who comprise one-third of the total work force, have had only a 
primary school education. Unless this situation is reversed, what can we 
expect? Let us now take a look at the technical grades of our city employees. 
According to statistics released in June last year, the average grade among 
the 810,000 city employees was 3.17. Those below grade 3 comprised 66 per- 
cent of the total. Those between grade 4 and grade 6 comprised 30.3 percent 
of the total, while those between grade 7 and 8 comprised only 3.7 percent 

of the total. As for the engineers and technicians employed in the indus- 
trial and communications sector in our city, they comprised only 4.1 percent 
of the total number of city employees. Among these engineers and technicians, 
only about 47 percent have had a college education. This contingent of 
engineers and technicians is not only small in number, but their standard 

is also not sufficiently high. Not a few of them have only reached the 
technical standard of the 1940's and 1950's. Furthermore, many of our 
leadership cadres in the enterprises and in the field of management are 
lacking in the expertise and experience required for managing modern socialist 
industrial enterprises. In short, the status of our workers, as characterized 
by "the three substandards and one shortage," (substandard culturally, tech- 
nically and in management, and shortage of engineers and technicians), is 
most untenable. This situation runs counter to our objective of increasing 
production and of strengthening our productive potentiality. 
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Under the present situation, the factories and enterprises in our city are 
faced with a common malady, namely, the high percentage of unfit products, 
the large amount of wasce, and the high rate of accidents. There are also 
some enterprises which, despite the availability of advanced equipment and 
modern techniques, are incapable of making use of them because they do not 
have the personnel of a sufficiently high scientific and technical calibre 

to do the job. The equipment is left to rust, or dismantled or cannibalized 
much in the manner of a man who pares his foot to fit the shoe. The advanced 
equipment is rendered incapable of performing at its best, and enormous 

waste results, 


We have learned from past experience and the present existing conditions 

that it ie a matter of the greatest urgency to expand and to raise the scien- 
tific, cultural and technical standard of our employees and that, therefore, 
the rapid expansion and elevation of workers education is a task that brooks 
no delay. 


In this regard, certain systems have already taken a giant step in the right 
direction and have been duly rewarded. For example, the chemical engineering 
system of the city, in view of the low cultural and technical standard of its 
employees, the obsolete methods of business management, the inexperience of 
ite leadership cadres, the shortage of engineers and technicians and the 
outdated technical procedures, has in the past few years spared no effort 

in developing workers education. Up to the second part of last year, over 
170 units in the system have set up schools for employees and 30 percent of 
the workers have enrolled in such schools. After undergoing a period of 
training, a large number of employees, having achieved a higher scientific 
and technical standard, have helped to solve a number of problems and have 
achieved creditable results in increasing production. The North China 
Oxygen Factory, for instance, increased its production in August last year 

by over 75,000 cubic meters, or 11.5 percent over the quota. 


If we are to keep pace with the phenomenal advances in science and technology, 
we must redouble our efforts in developing workers education. 


Many countries in the world place great importance on the education of their 
workers. There has emerged a new concept of education, namely, “lifelong 
education,” or "adult education,” or "non-stop education." The rationale 
behind the concept is that education should be a continual process from the 
moment of birth to the moment of death, and that one must continue to supple- 
ment and renew what one has learned if one is to be equal to the demands of 
one's job. It is a fact that a person spends over 10 years of his early 
life from his first day in primary school to his graduation from college 
primarily in building a foundation, and that he acquires most of his special 
knowledge from actually working on his job. This is especially true at the 
present time when science and technology are progressing at such a rapid 
pace that what one has learned soon becomes outdated. How can we cope with 
this situation unless we keep up with the latest developments? In foreign 
countries, the idea of "the obsolete rate of knowledge" has already gained 
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currency. According to a survey conducted by some Americans in the early 
1970's, 50 percent of what a college student has learned in 1976 will have 
become outdated by 1980, and that by 1986, all that he has learned will have 
become obsolete. Although we are not prepared to vouch for the authenticity 
of euch a claim, it ie indisputable that unless we continue che learning 
process, we are certain to fall behind. 


At the present time, the development of science and technology in the world 
ie proceeding at an unprecedented pace. According to relevant statistics, 
there were in the 16th Century a total of 26 discoveries and inventions. 
The number increased to 106 in the 17th Century, to 156 in the 18th Century, 
to 546 in the 19th Century, and to 961 in the first 5 years of the 20th 
Century, or 37 times the number for the entire 16th Century. The rate of 
development during the past 10 years or so has been even more astounding. 
The number of new scientific and technical discoveries and inventions has 
surpassed the total for the past 2,000-odd years. It is projected that in 
the next 10 years, the number will be twice that for the past 10 years. 
Furthermore, the period between an invention of a technical nature and its 
application has been progressively shortened. It took 80 years to put to 
use the steam engine after its invention, 56 yeare after the invention of 
the telephone, 20 years after the invention of the airplane, 3 years after 
the invention of the crystal tube, but only 2 months after the discovery 

of laser technology. As new discoveries continue to be made, the old is 
continually being eliminated. It is said that during the past 10 years, 

30 percent of the technical manual labor in the industries has been dis- 
pensed with and that 50 percent of the technical manual labor in the elec- 
tronics industry has been eliminated. 


This phenomenal development in science and technology tells us that, in 

the long run, if we are to keep pace with the rapid development in science 
and technology and to succeed in modernizing our projects of reconstruction 
best suited to our particular neede, we must offer large numbers of our 
workers proper training while there is still time and acquaint them with 
the new advances in science and technology as well as new manual procedures 
and new production methods. The fulfilment of this mission calls for the 
development of workers education. 


From the standpoint of improving the distribution and structure of our 
education system, workers education must also be taken into consideration. 


Although we have made great strides in education during the last 30 years, 
we still lag behind the more advanced countries in the world, and we are 

far from being capable of meeting the needs of our socialist reconstruction 
projects. Taking the ratio of college students as an example, the ratio is 
295 per 10,000 in Canada and 185 per 10,000 in Japan, whereas in our country, 
the ratio is only 9 per 10,000, a ratio lower than that of India and Vietnam. 
We still have 140 million illiterates in our country. In our suburbs and 

our county alone, there are 500,000 illiterates. The only way to remedy 

the situation is for us to develop education for our laborers and farmers 
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to the best of our ability. In the city, the factories and enterprises must 
take upon themselves to initiate education programs in order to raise the 
acientific and technical level of large numbers of their workers. 


IIT 


The urgent need for developing workers education has already been discussed 
above. To make workers education a success and to meet the challenge posed 
by a number of problems, we must have a clear sense of purpose, a great deal 
of determination, and we must adopt the correct methods. 


Firet of all, we must have a clearer understanding of the principle and the 
purpose of workers education. 


At a meeting of the National Workers Education Conference held in Zhengzhou 
in September last year, it was pointed out that workers education must 
continue to implement the policy set forth by Chairman Mao that "education 
must be of political service to the proletariat," and "it must be integrated 
with productive labor," and that, in answering the call of Chairman Hua to 
raise in a positive way the scientific and cultural standard of the entire 
Chinese people, it must offer training to all workers. At the present time, 
we must "direct our efforts toward development to meet the requirements of 
the four modernizations, to set a system of priorities in the context of 

the overall situation, to exercise flexibility in order to achieve actual 
results, and to work in cooperation under a unified leadership," and to 
provide our employees spare-time or non-job-related education in science, 
technology, economic management and cultural matters. It is the responsi- 
bility of employees education to provide training on a rotation basis to 

all leadership cadres and management and technical personnel to continue 

to raise their standard in scientific management and operational techniques, 
to raise the scientific and cultural level of vast numbers of workers, and 
to spare no effort in making higher education for workers a success. 


The four modernizations reconstruction program is now a matter of primary 
political importance. To direct our efforts toward the development of 
workers education and to develop a large contingent of qualified personnel 
who are both red and expert for the four modernizations is to serve the 
political cause of the proletariat. Employees education and productive 
labor must, in the final analysis, be correlated in such a way as to be in 
keeping with the level of development in the natioral economy. For this 
reason, workers education obviously should not be developed by any unit 
without regard for the production development level of its own unit or sys- 
tem. We must, in other words, take the actual situation into consideration 
in the fulfilment of our tasks. 


Many things remain to be done. Workers education should be a part of our 
program and should be taken into account in our overall planning. While 
attending to our immediate needs, we must also consider our needs in the 
future. It was Vice Chairman Deng who said, "Our national economy is 
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developed according to a plan and a syetem of priorities. The development 
and training of our experte and labor reserve forces should aleo be under- 
taken according to a detailed plan that ie closely related to the plan for 
the development of our national economy.” In consideration of the actual 
situation in our city, we should, in providing training to all our employees, 
raiee the political, scientific, cultural and technical level of those 

young workere who were hired by the factories after 1966. 


Secondly, under the readjustment, restructuring, consolidation and improve- 
ment policy, we should esatablieh and gradually perfect the network of workers 
education in our city. 


During the 3-year period of readjustment of the national economy, it is 
hoped that, under the guidance of the readjustment, restructuring, consoli- 
dation and improvement policy and on the basis of the existing foundation, 
we may bring about a further development by setting up a workers education 
syacem ranging from the junior to senior middle school level that will take 
shape as a workers education network which ie capable of taking up the 
responsibility of providing train g ‘or the entire contingent of employees. 


In order to implement the policy of readjustment, restructuring, consolida- 
tion and improvement and to restore and develop workers education in our 
city in a sound and proper manner, it is necessary for the reestablished 
and newly established echools for workers to set up a proper relationship 
between production and training, technical training and cultural education, 
masse education and higher education, and the quantity and quality of pro- 
ducts. Faced with thie new situation and new mission, we can neither adopt 
aA wait and see attitude, nor can we make a great fuse without regard for 
the actuel circumstances. There are those who have no great confidence in 
the merite of higher education for workers and who are rather dubious as 

to whether euch schools are capable of producing the qualified personnel 
that we need. That is due primarily to a lack of understanding. If we 
only have the unshakable determination to make higher education for workers 
a success, if we have full confidence in our ability to do eo, and if we 

go about our job steadily and with an eye on che minutest details, these 
comrades will learn, from what we have accomplished, to change their opinions. 


To make workers education a success, we need a contingent of teachers, the 
school premises and the necessary equipment and facilities. To build up 
step by step a contingent of full-time teachers to form a framework for 
workers education, we also need a sizable number of part-time teachers. 

Some of the part-time teachers may be recruited from the engineers and tech- 
niclans within the existing system or from veteran workers. The school 
(hempelves may aleo arrange to hire the teachers they need from the institu- 
tions of higher learning and middle echoole in the city. As to the problem 
of echool premises, equipment and facilities, arrangement can also be made 
with the various concerned parties to meet the need on a reciprocal basis. 
Regerding echool premises, for instance, we should ascertain whether arrange- 
ment can be made with the middle schools in the vicinity, or a contractural 
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agreement can be made with middle schools to jointly set up spare-time 
middle echoulse or technical middle schools (classes). In any case, the 
difficulty can be overcome if we would only explore all the possibilities. 


One of the important requirements to make workers education a success is to 
boost the positive attitude of those in charge of workers education ae well 
ae that of the etudents. In the process of developing workers education, 
it le necessary to set up step by step a promotion system for full-time 
teachers in the trade schoole. As for the part-time teachers recruited 
from the factories and enterprises, we should, aside from paying chem the 
wages agreed upon, aleo take into account their record as tecchers as a 
factor for promotion. As for the students enrolled in the trade schools 
for workers, once they have passed the examination and have attained the 
level set by the state for graduates of middle trade schools, senior trade 
schools and main course colleges, we should take their educational achieve- 
ment into consideration as an important basis for promotion and advancement. 


Thirdly, etrengthening party leadership in workers education is the best 
guarantee for making it a success. 


Workers education has a long row to hoe. It has a heavy responsibility. 

It is involved with a wide range of issues and the situation is most compli- 
cated. It ie only when the party leadership ie strengthened and workers 
education is placed high on the agenda of the party committee that we can 
raise the positive attitude of and work in concert with all the concerned 
parties in order to make employees education a success in our city, produce 
the qualified personnel that we need, and make the contributions expected 

of us to the four modernizations. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


HENAN CCP COMMITTEE DISCIPLINES TEACHERS FOR CHEATING 
OW210918 Beijing XINHUA Domestic Service in Chinese 1516 GMT 20 Oct 80 


{Excerpts} Zhengzhou, 20 Oct (XINHUA)--A serious case of violating law and 
discipline has taken place in Luyi County, Henan Province. During this year's 
college entrance examination, a senior clase teacher, Sun Guanggian, and 

Wang Leguan, deputy assistant principal of the Luyu teachers training school, 
encouraged and helped students engage in fraudulent practices and besieged 
and fluing abuses at the proctors. Sun Guangqian has been arrested in 
accordance with law. Wang Leguan has been dismissed from his post as deputy 
assistant principal. And, Guo Diammin, who numbered the students at the 
examination room, has been given an administrative demerit. 


It was no accident that the students who took the examination et the Luyi 
teachers training school openly engaged in fraudulent practices and violated 
examination regulations. The case was closely linked to the erroneous ideas 
and educational methode of certain leaders of the county education bureau, 
who had unduly emphasized having a high proportion of students enter colleges 
and universities. 


At a county educational work conference held earlier thie year, the director 
and the deputy director of the education bureau put forth a target for 
students entering colleges and universities and made it a rule that half of 
the senior classes should prepare for the college entrance examination. A 
deputy director even threatened that, if the target were not fulfilled, he 
would "show no mercy" toward those responsible. 


The case of violating the college entrance examination system at the Luyi 
teachers training school has aroused etrong repercussions among the masses. 
A joint investigation group formed by the discipline inspection committees 
of the Henan provincial, the Zhoukou prefectural and the Luyi County CCP 
committees investigated the case and arrived at initial decisions. 


cso: 46005 
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SOCLOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


HEBEL EXPERTS PROJECT POPULATION GROWTH 
HK160618 Shijiazhuang Hebei Provincial Service in Mandarin 043% GMT 11 Oct 80 


[Text] (Sum Xiao) and (Sun Lianyou) of the Hebei Provincial Automation 
Association and Comrade (Li Yangxi) of the provincial population association 
have applied systematic engineering, cybernetics, mathematical models and 
computers to study and project the present state of population in the province 
and the development trends over the next century, They have also issued a 
forecast. The work was based on abstract investigation material on the 
province's population. 


According to their projections: if there ie a gradual fall from the 1.8 children 
produced per couple of child-bearing age in 1979, and only 1 child per couple 

is produced after 1985, the province's population will go on increasing for 

20 yeare; if every couple produces 1.5 children after 1985, the population 

will show @ sustained increase for years; if each couple produces 2 children 
from 1982 onwards, there will be a sustained increase for 64 years; and if 

each couple has 3 children from 1985 onwards, the province's population will 

go on increasing and will exceed 100 million by the year 2023. 


Their projection shows that the province must vigorously advocate that each 
couple must have only one child, and resolutely control population growth. 
Otherwise the population provlem will act as a drag on building the four 
modernizations in the province. 


The projection of these three comrades also shows that there is no basis for 
worries about ageing of the populution, exhaustion of the labor force, and 
excessive burdens. Such worries are unnecessary. This year old people and 
juventies account for 38.6 percent of the provinces population. If we attain 
one child per couple from 1985 onwards, the numbers of old and young will 
gredually decline and the numbers of laborers will gradually rise. By the 
year 2000, about three laborers will be bearing responsibility for one other 
pereons; the laborers’ burden will be at ite lightest that year. After 2000, 
there will be « gradual rise again, and the presemt level will be reached 
again in 2023. From this it is evident that after the province has reached 

@ state in which each couple has only one child, there will be no problem 

of ex cae burden on the laborers within 50 years. In addition, after reaching 
a state in which each couple has only one child, the labor force will gradually 
increase for 20 years and will be at ite highest level in 2000, reaching 





99.42 million, By 2022, the labor force will have declined to about ite present 
level, It te@ thue evident that after the province has completely reached a 
etate in which each couple has only one child, there will be no problem of 
exhauetion of the labor force within SO years. 


Comrades (Sum Xiao), (Sun Lianyou) and (Li Yangxi) appeal for vigorous pub- 


licity of the significance of population control and eucceseful implementation 
of planned parenthood work. 


C80: 46005 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


SHANDONG ISSUES CIRCULAR ON POPULATION CONTROL 
8K170006 Jinan Shandong Provincial Service in Mandarin 2300 GMT 15 Oct 80 


[Excerpts] According to our sources, the Shandong Provincial CCP Committee recently 
lesued a circular urging all party and CYL members throughout the province 

to earnestly study and implement the open letter of the CCP Central Committee 

on controlling population growth in China. 


The circular states: provincial party organizations at all levels must actively 
respond to the call of the party Central Committee, consider the study, 
publicity and implementation of the CCP Central Committee's open letter as an 
important matter and grasp it earnestly in light of the current work. 


1. It i@ necessary to universally © d earnestly publicize and explain the 
open letter of the party Central Committee to all party and CYL members 

and cadres and urge them to thoroughly study and discuss it. All party and 
CYL branches should hold special meetings to study and discuss thie open letter 
and the related parts of Comrade Hua Guofeng's speech at the third session 

of the Fifth NPC. 


lt is necessary to make the broad masses of party and CYL members and cadres 
understand that the urging of the party and the state on raising one-child 
families is an important measure concerning the speed of the four modernizations, 
the future of che country and the health and happiness of coming generations 

and to encourage them to voluntarily serve as modele and vanguards in this work. 
Young comrades should set themselves as examples by their conduct. Aged 
comrades should educate and supervise their children to marry late, have children 
late and have only one child. 


2. It de necessary to publicize birth control to make the open letter known 
to every family and clear to every person. Propaganda departments of the 
party committees at all levels must grasp the publicity of this open letter 

as one of their important current tasks. Efforts should be made to carry 

out all forms of mass propaganda activities and use all available mass media-- 
press, radio television, movies, slide shows and theatrical performances. 
Mase organiz tions such as the CYL committees, the trade unions and the women's 
federations oust extensively mobilize and organize the masses to respond to the 
call of the State Council and the party Central Committee. The cultural, 
educational and public health departments must actively publicize thie letter 
in light of their business so that the importance of birth control will 
penetrate people's hearts. 
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3. It de necessary to put thie letter into practice while publicizing it. We 
should grasp birth control work firmly and well by using this letter as a 
motive force. 


Party and CYL organizations at all levels should earnestly examine and sum up 
birth control work in each specific unit and locality commend all party and 
CYL members and cadres who take the lead in practicing birth control and draw 
up next year's population plans. 


It ie firet necessary to realistically etrengthen the ideologies of those 
pereone who have pledged to raise only one child and to educate and persuade 


them patiently and meticulously. We should also strictly guard against and 
correct euch phenemona ae coercion and the violation of law and disciplines. 


CSO: 4005 


85 








SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


WRITERS, ARTISTS URGED TO SERVE PURPOSES OF MODERNIZATION 


Beijing BEIJING WENYI [BEIJING LITERATURE AND ART] in Chinese No 4, Apr 80 
pp 76-79 


[Article by Liu Shaotang [0491 4801 2768]: "A Few Points I Feel Are 
Worthy of Attention in Literary and Artistic Works At Present") 


[Text } I 


Comrade Deng Xiaoping's report "On the Current Situation and Our Taske" 
is a ecientific review of various tasks carried out by the party and 
state since the downfall of the “gang of four" and a highly instructive 
document for the 1980's and beyond. Like the workers on other fronts, 
writers and artists must use this document as a guide to review their 
works published over the past 3 years, and to analyze the problems they 
now face, so that they can take concerted steps in support of the four 
modernizations program and strive for new and greater victories in the 
days ahead. 


During the past 3 years, and especially during the past year following 

the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee, rich fruits 
have been reaped from the garden of literature and art. In a congratule- 
tory speech to the Fourth National Cultural Congress, delivered on behalf 
of the Party Central Committee, Comrade Deng Xiaoping praised “literary 
and artistic circles as one of commendable departments, and writers and 
artiets ae workers deserving trust, support, and respect from the party 
and people." This is an honor bequeathed to our writers and artists, who 
should treasure and take a correct attitude toward it. 


The rich fruite they have reaped since the PRC's founding should be attri- 
buted to the guidelines of the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party 
Central Committee and the Farty Central Committee's correct leadership. 


Under the leadership of the Party Central Committee, writers and artiste 
have smashed the mental shackles imposed by Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four," eliminated their pernicious influence, and implemented the policy 
of letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought 








contend.” They have also promoted democracy in the artistic field and 
implemented the principle of "three don'ts" and the party's policy toward 
intellectuals. The result is a booming socialist garden of literature 

and art in which old and middle-age writers are eager to make contributions, 
young writers are growing in strength, themes are diversified, and artistic 
standards have been further improved. 


Without the party's correct guidance and leadership, we could not possibly 
have achieved such remarkable success in such a short period of time. 
Ignoring or disregarding this point as the most important factor contri- 
buting to this success is certainly a mistake. 


In his speech greeting the Fourth National Cultural Congress, Comrade Deng 
Xiaoping pointed out: "The party's leadership over literary and artistic 
work does not mean dictating orders or subordinating literature and art 

to a provisional, specific, direct political mission. It means aiding 
literary and artistic workers to create conditions for constantly enlivening 
literature and art in conformity with the lawe governing their develop- 
ment, to raise the levels of literature and art, and to produce outstanding 
literary and artistic works aad performing arte that will glorify the great 
Chinese people of this great era. We encourage our leaders to exchange 
views with literary and artistic workers on an equal footing. The bureau- 
cratic workstyle must be discarded; no more administrative orders con- 
cerning literary and artistic creations and reviews should be issued. A 
literary and artistic work resulte from a complicated process of mental 
labor, which calls for a display of creative spirit by individual writers 
and artiste. What to write and how to write it is a problem of explora- 
tion that should gradually be solved by writers themselves through prac- 
tice. Any unjustified interference in this direction seems unnecessary." 
Comrade Deng Xiaoping added: "We will persist in upholding che double- 
hundred policy and the principle of three don'ts. We promise that the 
slogan that literature and art are part of politics will not be mentioned 
again in the future, because this slogan can easily be used as a theoret- 
ical basie for unjustified interference in the affaires of writers and 
artists. Years of practice have proved that this slogan will damage 
rather than benefit the development of literature and art." As writere 
and artiste who grew up into maturity at the time of the birth of new 
China, and who have carried with them ever since a fresh memory of the 
trepidations of 1957, we want to teke comfort in the fact that the Party 
Centra) Committee has decided to improve ite leadership over literary and 
artistic work after summirg up 30 years of ite experiences in thie field. 
We also deeply appreciate today's democracy in political and artistic 
fields, which was denied to writers and artists when Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four" were in power, and which pales into insignificance that 
form of democracy practiced during the 17 years prior to the Great Cultural 
Revolution. Taking this into account, all writers and artists should 
strengthen their sense of responsibility for the revolution and place 
greater demands on themselves. 
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Aware of the aforementioned fact, all progressive and revolutionary writers 
and artiste should demonstrate greater determination to support the party 
leadership and advance along the course charted by it. They should con- 
eciously do everything possible to overcome any temptation to divorce then- 
selves from the party's leadership or to go it alone and deliberately 

eteer clear of the course charted by the party. 


II 


During the past 3 years, and especially during the past year or more since 
the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee, a number 
of talented young writers have emerged in our country and have come up 
with many oute'anding works welcomed by the masses. This reminds us of 
the 1950's, when a large number of young writers came co the fore like 
bamboo shoots after a spring rain. These young writers of olden days, 

who have survived 20 years of the acid tests of the revolutionary storms, 
are now in their 40's and 50's. A general survey of the works published 
by them during the past 30 years shows that they have not in any slightest 
sense let the party and people down; their present significant role in 

the development of socialist literature and art should be recognized. 


The average age of the young writers who have come to the fore in the 
wake of the downfall of the “gang of four’ is comparatively greater than 
that of their peers of the 1950's. The former are better educated and 
more experienced in dealing with people than the latter. It is no wonder 
that they have outproduced their peers of the 1950's by providing the 
reading public with more outstanding works. Bright, sharp-minded, and 
energetic, they belong to a generation of writers capable of bringing 
hope to their country and serving the people well. 


Nevertheless, we must also realize that they grew up into maturity at a 
time when our country was torn by political turmoil. They are among the 
people who personally watched the drama of the etormy Great Cultural 
Revolution take place and plunge the country into 10 years of upheaval. 
This is bound to have a profound impact on their minds, their pelitical 
stance, and their works. This is why they have produced works which focus 
on exposing the towering crimes of the “gang of four" and the dark side 

of society, and which keep reminding us of the unhealed wounds of our 
time. The role played by these works in the emancipation of the mind in 
the field of literature and art will long be remembered by people through- 
out the country. 


Undeniably, some young writers who suffered miserably, along with their 
families, from long years of political turmoil etill carry a memory of 
their bitter past, brumbling that they have bee: unjustly treated and have 
been deprived of opportunities to demonstrate their professional writing 
skills. Since they could not push this unhappy memory behind them, and 
since they have been fed up with the dark side of society and violence, 
they have taken a critical attitude toward the party and socialism. For 
this reason, their affection for the party end socialism is almost nil. 
Thie is a feeling we con understand. But since the downfall of the "gang 








of four,” the party has led the people to eliminate chaos and restore 
order, wherein the aforementioned young writers can again demonstrate their 
professional literary skills. Thie is another manifestation of the party's 
greatnese and of the superiority of socialism. Aware of this, they should 
push that bitter memory behind them. Instead, they should courageously, 
earnestly and confidently look forward to working together with the people 
again eo that they can introduce to their works lofty revolutionary ideals, 
vitality, and forward-looking spirit. 


The Party Central Committee has repeatedly reaffirmed its determination 
to implemeut the principle of three don'ts. During the past 3 years, 
inetead of wielding the big stick, it has invited authors of works with 
serious defects to exchange views in a solemn but democratic manner in 
the hope of amicably settling problems concerning literature and art. 
This is a stark contrast to the days when I and other young writers were 
threatened with sticks. Today, I envy all young writers' enjoyment of 
full democratic freedom of expression. Nonetheless, I also hope that this 
right to practice democracy in the political and artistic fields will not 
be misunderstood or abused, and that no one will regard this as an oppor- 
tunity to promote anarchism and extreme individualism. Our literary and 
artistic works are the concerns of the party and people and are part of 
the socialist cause, rather than the property of any private enterprises. 


Gone are the days when sticks and conspiracies worked wonders. Facts prove 
that both violence and flattery are counterproductive. Comrades who are 
in a position to lead literary and artistic workers and to review their 
works should demonstrate loving care for young writers. But a demonstra- 
tion of loving care in this case does not mean showering them with flat- 
tery. To a writer, the pursuit of literature and art is a lifetime career 
that bears a etriking resemblance to a marathon race. Although at the 
beginning some racers may run faster than others, none of them should be 
declared the winner of the championship before the race is over. When a 
young writer publishes a few relatively successful works, he may deserve 
encouragement and support. But too generous presentation of cheap honors 
to young writers may lead them to go astray. During his lifetime, Lu Xun 
loved young writers and went all out to support them. In writing prefaces 
to works by Rou Shi [2677 4258], Ye Zi [5509 4793], Xiao Hong [5618 4767], 
and Xiao Jun [5618 6511], he even took into consideration the possibility 
that hie wording might affect their sales. While praising these works 

in a general way, he implicitly pointed out imperfections therein that 
needed to be improved. Comrades who are in a position to lead writers 
and artiste and to review their works are advised to evaluate young 
writers with a scientific attitude based on the principle of seeking truth 
from facts rather than prejudices. 


Old and middle-age writers should pay special attention to the influence 
they may have on young writers. It seems that young writers are more 
susceptible to the influence of the middle-age writers who have benefitted 
from many years of education provided by the party and who have accumulated 
rich experiences in writing should act as models rather than teachers 








in literature and art. If the middle-age writers do not behave themselves, 
the young writers will become unruly. Great attention must be paid to 
the ideological aspect of the works of all writers. 
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Literary and artistic works are a reflection of life. But this does not 
mean overly emphasizing the dark side of life. Nor does it mean that 
writers and artists can take a political stand inconsistent with that of 
the party. 


To begin with, does our future become increasingly brighter or increasingly 
darker? A comprehensive and thorough observation of life today shows that 
darkness is now gradually giving way to brightness, and a more bright 
future is in sight. If a writer wants to truly reflect real life in his 
or her works, how can he or she depict only the dark side of society? 

Any plot to portray individual, local, and temporary social phenomena as 
reflections of an overall and unchanging situation is a violation of the 
laws governing the development of literature and art. 


Although literature and art are not part of politics, they cannot possibly 
be alienated from politics. Every patriotic and revolutionary writer 

must take into account the effect his works may have on the interests of 
the people, the country and the party, and on politics and society. During 
the 1980's, our general task is to concentrate our resources on promoting 
the four modernizations. We must strive to accomplish this task without 
wasting a single day, as this task will have a direct impact on the des- 
tiny of the Chinese nation as a whole. Our writers and artists should 
also assume an important role in consolidating and developing political 
stability and unity and rallying 1 billion Chinese people behind the 
common endeavor to realize the four modernizations. If our writers and 
artists consciously or unconsciously sow seeds of suspicion, pessimism, 
disappointment, and mistrust among the people, they will certainly divert 
the attention of the party and people from the central task of the four 
modernizations. Acting in this way would be not only harmful to our nation 
but also immoral. 


Since literary and artistic works can play a great role in shaping the 
ideas of the people and youths, our party has asked our writers and artists 
to concentrate their efforts on portraying the new socialist personality 
as a step in raising the levels of literature and art. Our party has also 
emphasized that the role played by writers and artists in raising the 
ideological, cultural, and moral levels of our society is a task that 
cannot be carried out by people of any other professions. Thus far, their 
performance in this direction remains far from satisfactory. Many works 
that sympathize with and glorify swindlers, thieves, hippies, and other 
decadent characters have appeared in society, along with works depicting 
murder, robbery, cheating, mental disorder, and other social ills and 
cr‘mes. These works have been called by the!: writers or by some book 
reviewers a reflection of the emancipation of the mind. This is a point 
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of view that is unacceptable to me. As far as literature and art are con- 
cerned, we cannot wall our country off from the rest of the world, and we 
must encourage cultural exchange with other countries. Nevertheless, we 
must clearly understand that modern Western literary and artistic works 
are faring worse daily and are trailing behind their peers of the 18th 

and 19th centuries and early 20 century in terms of qulaity. Even new 
professional skills invented by today's Western writers cannot cover up 
the spiritual decadence and low artistic quality of their works. Although 
some of their techniques may be worthy of emulation by us, we should not 
mechanically copy them. Nor should we be perplexed by their grotesque 
fantasies. We may go astray if we do. 


lt must be noted that an outstanding literary and artistic masterpiece 
should take deep root in the soil of its author's native country. 


IV 


Although our literary and artistic circles have been praised by the Party 
Central Committee for their recent remarkable successes, all comrades 
dedicated to literature and art should remain modest and free from arrog- 
ance and should conscientiously review their works. 


We have reaped some fruit from our garden of literature and art, but we 
still have a long way to go to attain the goal of letting a hundred flowers 
bloom and a hundred schools of thought contend. There are many imperfec- 
tions in our literary and artistic works in terms of their theme and 

atyle. Serious attention must be paid to the fact that during the past 

} years, only a few works directly reflect the life of the workers and 
peasants, who, as everyone knows, form the backbone of our society, the 
main force of the revolution, and the huge contingent for the four modern- 
izations today. For this reason, writers and artists should come up in 

the future with more works that portray the activities and struggles of 
workers and peasants and reflect their sorrow and happiness, and that extol 
and praise their industriousness, courage, fortitude, and tenacity, as 

well as their virtue of cherishing the party, the motherland, and socialism 
and of bearing the overall interest in mind and observing discipline. 

Also worthy of praise are their excellent human qualities, their noble 
spirit in defiance of sacrifice, their wisdom, ideals and creative ways 

of thinking. Literary and artistic works, newspapers, and journals must 
lend prominent space to stories about workers and peasants. 


"A writer must consider it necessary to keep in close touch with the grass- 
roots units if he wants to improve the quality of his work." It will be 
impossible to improve his work if he does not want to do so. No writer 
can depict and reflect the lives of workers and peasants in his work if 

he does not spend time living and working together with them. In other 
words, a writer must keep in close touch with workers and peasants as an 
absolutely necessary step in revitalizing and developing socialist litera- 
ture and art. Upon entering the 1980's, writers and artists must do 
everything possible to resolve problems left over from the 1970's. Only 
in this way can they introduce a new spirit and a new style to their work 
and can they scale new peaks of literature and art in the coming decade. 
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SOCTOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


TOMB OF QING DYNASTY EMPEROR OPENED IN HEBEI 
OW160 300 Beijing XINHUA in English 0233 GMT 16 Sep 80 


|\vext] Shijiazhuang, October 16 (XINHUA)--The tomb of Emperor Guang Xu of che Qing 
Dynasty, built in 1909 and the last of the imperial tombs, was recent!; vupened. 
Archevlogists are studying the underground palace and the unearthed relics. 


This tomb is a part of the Western Qing tombs located in Yixian County, Hebei Pro- 
vince, about 120 kilometers southwest of the center of Beijing. The above-ground 
buildings of the tombs cover an area of half a million square meters. There are over 
1,000 rooms of wooden and brick structure, more than 100 stone buildings and many 
stone sculptures. 


Emperor Guang Xu's tomb, built one year after the emperor's death, was completed 
in 1915. The buildings are magnificent despite the fact that the Qing Dynasty was 
overthrown in 1911. Thedepartment for preservation of ancient sites has repaired 
30 of the main buildings in the past two years. 


The underground palace, 41.75 meters long, has four stone arches and four pairs of 
stone doors. A Buddhist figure is carved in relief on each door. Found in the un- 
derground burial chamber were the inner and outer coffins of Emperor Guang Xu and 
Empress Long Yu and a number of funerary objects. 


The tomb was robbed in 1931. When the underground palace was excavated, all the 
stone doors stood half open. The outer and inner coffins of the emperor and the 
empress were damaged. A hole was dug through Emperor Guang Xu's coffins and the lid 
of the coffin of the empress was opened. Four seis of chests were beside the coffins 
but the funerary objects inside are gone. Only a pair of green jade rings linked 
together and a jade object shaped like a duck on the front and looking like a lotus 
flower on the back were tound in Emperor Guang Xu's tomb and some 70 pearls in his 
wife Empress Long Yu's tcwb. 


in the eastern part of the tomb are buried two sisters, imperial concubines of Em- 
peror Cuang Xu. 


Archeologists believe that the opening of the tomb, called the Cong tomb, will aid 


the study of the Guang Xu reign and the history of the later years of the Qing Dy- 
nasty. 
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event sin peraeona are burled at the weatern Qing tombs, three other: emperora, thes 
wven imperial concubines and princes and princesses, This ia the lirat 


J— pone: there 


preanmer, 


i i, ' 


, tate towmeti tad ated the weatern Ying tombe among the firat group of monu 
vita aod culturel reltes to be given national protection and has allocated funda for 


ita maintenance 


it ther ing tombe, the eaatern Qing tombe, are located 125 kilometers eaat of 
wi jing en the southern slope of the Changrul Mountains in Zunhua County, Nebei Pro 


ithe it hae Lo imperial tombe of the Qing Dynasty, holding the remains of five 
eMperora, tour enpresses, and tmaperial concubines and princesses. Two of these tombe 
’ “. ys 7) opened 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


BRIEFS 


STONUAN MINOKTTY LANGUAGE JOURNAL ~=Chengdu, 15 Oct (XINHUA) ~<LIANGSHAN WENY! 
{LIT PRATURE AND AKT IN LIANGSHAN] started publication in Liangehan Yi 

Autonomous 'refecture of Sichuan Province last month, This literary quarterly, 
the [lest Iiterary journal in the Yi language in China, is edited by Awluesi-ji, 
i poet of Yi nationality. The first tesue contains literary works written in 
the Vi language, folk literature of the Yi nationality and literary works of 
the Han people translated into the Yi language. The first issue alwo carries 
excerpts of Comrade Hu Yaobang's speech delivered at the 1979 national 
conference on propaganda work translated into the Yi language. [Bei jing 

XINHUA Domestic Service in Chinese 0119 GMT 15 Oct 80 OW) 


SI 7AN. WRITERS ASSOCIATLON--To promote literary work in Xizang autonomous 
region, the preparatory group of the Xigang regional federation of writers 

wid artiste hele an enlarged meeting on 23 September and approved the first 
group of members to be admitted into the Xizang branch of the All-China 
Assoclation of Writers, Among the 17 members to be admitted are 13 writers 

of Tibetan natlonality, including workers, teachers and other literary workers. 
l\lLhewa Xigang Regional Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 13 Oct 80 OW] 


SHENYANG SOM00LS MISUSED--According to LIAONING RIBAD, some 84,900 square meters 
ot bullding space of secondary vocational schools in Shenyang Municipality 
ate oceupled by other units. These units either turn a deaf ear to the 
ditwetive of the State Council and the decision of the Liaoning provincial 
and Shenyang municipal party committees or make only empty promises that they 
will retuen the school buildings. Only 16,700 square meters of space have so 
lar been returned. As a result many eachools fail to fulfill their enro!) lment 
plans. At a recent forum called by the provincial higher education bureau, 
leaders «oncerned at right schools including Liaoning provincial printing 
school, Light industry school, goods and materials school, meteorological 
school, opera school and Shenyang first technical school, urged that the 
occupled achool buildings must be promptly returned because the shortage of 
school buildings has wrought havoc to student enrollment work for several 
years. [Text] [SK171815 Shenyang Liaoning Provincial Service in Mandarin 
2200 OMT 15 Oct 80) 


|. TAONING EDUCATIONAL REPORMS--According to our sources, the Benxi Municipal 
CCP Committee has heeded educational work and has performed three deeds this 
year. Fleet, it has vigorously grasped the reform of the secondary educational 
structure by developing secondary vocational schools. By the end of September, 
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ional Muntedpallty as 4a whole had established 61 vocational middle schools 
aud |/ apeleultural middle schools with enrollments of 9,000 new studente, 
Second, Gt has actively prepared for establishing universities ae aa tu in 
tteoe the oumber of atudents to be enrolled in tnatitutlons of higher 
lourmtiig, The tenal Munteipal CC’ Committee had approprtated $90,000 yuan 
irom the logal tinaneial funds te run a university, The Benxi Municipal 
Kiementary University was thus established, it began to enroll students 

thin year, Third, it has earnestly grasped education for ataff and workers, 
According to initial statistics, some 2,500 atudy classes of various subjects 
iad been set up, accepting some 100,000 people. This accounts for 26,2 per- 
cont of all ataff members and workers in Benxi Municipality. [Text] 

|SK1 70756 Shenyang Liaoning Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 15 Oct 80) 


MOVIN, PUBL LCATIONS DISCUSSION MEETING--Beijing, 14 Oct (XINHUA)<<A discussion 
mecting of editors of movie publications in various provinces, municipalities 
and autunemous regions was held in Beijing by China Film Company from 

/ te ie October, Vaurtlcoipantse at the meeting called for improving the quality 
of publications and enriching their contents. According to incomplete 
wltutistics, some 40 movie journals are now published in China with a total 
circulation of nearly 10 million copies. [Beijing XINHUA Domestic Service 

in Chinese '254 GMT 14 Oct 80 OW] 


1PACHERS ARRIVE IN XIZANG--From 14 provinces and municipalities 517 teachers 
recently arrived in various parts of Xizgang to help in developing education 

in Xivange. During their journey to Xigang, many teachers studied the Tibetan 
jatipuages hard for everyday and teaching use. Some teachers began their 
terehting jobs before they could get over mountain sickness after their arrival 
in Xivang. They are the fourth group of teachers to come to assist Xizany 

in teachion afmee 1974, More than 1,100 teachers from Sichuan, Jiangsu and 
Shanghal came to Xizang earlier. Some of them have completed their teaching 
sseigneents in Xigeng and returned to their original localities. The teachers 
irom other provinces and municipalities come to Xizang to primarily help in 
tcuching at colleges and prefectural or municipal middle schools. They help 
iu comptiing and writing teaching materials and help Tibetan teachers improve 
vocational skills. Over the past few years, the teachers who have come to 
teach in Mizgang have made remarkable contributions and won the praise of 
libetan poople. [Text] [OW131324 Lhasa Xizang Regional Service in Mandarin 
100 OMT 13 Oct BO] 


RESTORATION OF GARDENS URGED--Beijing October 18 (XINHUA)--A draft proposal urging 
the restoration of the Imperial Garden in the northwest suburb of Betjing, which was 
destroyed tr 1860 by British and French forces, was adopted at a two-day research 
meeting, which closed here today. The proposal to restore the garden and protect and 
use the ruins was signed by vice-chairmen of the Chinese National People's Congress, 
Soong Oing Ling, Xi Zhongxun, Xu Deheng and Baingen Erdini Qoigy! Gyaincain and 500 
professors, scholars and specialists in the fields of architecture, garden lLand- 
scaping, city planning, culture, science, education and tourism. Eight hundred 
others olso signed the proposal. A seven-day forum to discuss the restoration of the 
warden war held in August this year and preparations are being made to form a society 


- —*8 ho of the garden. [Excerpt] [0W181225 Beijing XINHUA in English 1215 GMT 
Oct 80 
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